"I SEE JESUS

Did you know that it is possible to look up and see Jesus standmg by God in
heaven? Stephen did

The early church needed Holy Spimt—filled business men (Acts 6:2-3) to fimction
as waiters for commumity church meals and to deliver food to the widows and
orphans. Stephen was among the chosen. But Stephen became rather pronument,
for 1t was discovered that God was using hom to muracles, and he was
thoroughly versed m Scripture and able to defend the faith to the contenfious Jews.
The pious relizions leaders amanged for some people to come forward and falsely
accuse Stephen But as he stood histemung to ther hes, the people were shocked to
behold his comntenance for “all that sat in the council, looking steadfasily on him, saw his face as it had been the face of an angel ™ (Acts
6:13). Stephen was radiating the glory of God

When they asked Stephen to defend himself agamst the witnesses, be launched mto Ins best sermon ever (32 verses long, found m Acts
7). He preached chronolomcally through the Old Testament, showing that Jesas was the fulfilment of all prophecy.

When they heard s long sermon, they were very angry, hurling msults at him While they were crowding in closer, screaming and
threatening, Stephen stood m their midst, filled with the Holy Ghost, and he “looked up stedfasily into heaven, and saw the glory of God,
amd Jesus standing on the right hand of God, And said Behold, I sez the heavens opened, and the Son af man standing on the right hand
of God. Then they cried out with a loud voice, and stopped their ears, and ran upon him with one accord . . " (Acts 7:35-57).

They camed Stephen out of the city and began to pelt him with rocks and stones, each hoping to land the lethal blow. But even as the
stones stck lim, Stephen stood firm, lookmg mio heaven, and then they could hear lum prayimg, “Lord Jesus, recerve my spint.” When
he was doven to s knees, he prayed that God would forgive those who were killmg lum  The fatal blow was struck, and then he was in
heaven m the embrace of his Savior, and, no doubt, being congratulated by the saints gone before and a great company of angels.
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