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“He that spareth his rod 

hateth his son: but he 

that loveth him chasteneth him 

betimes (Prov. 13:24).”

This is one of many verses in the 
Bible that instruct parents to chas-
ten their disobedient children with 
a rod. Websters Dictionary defines 
rod as: “a straight slender stick 
growing on or cut from a tree or 
bush.”

       If you read the many published 
accounts of studies done on 
“violence to children,” it is clear 
that there is a crusade to wipe out 
Biblical child training. Opponents 
call it “corporal punishment,” 
which means punishment to the 
body. Their first argument against 
Biblical discipline is to call it pun-
ishment. The Bible calls it chas-
tisement with a rod. We call it 
training. The spankings we give 
our children do not resemble pun-
ishment. We are not angry. We 

don’t lose control. We are not 
desirous to make children suffer 
for their misdeeds. Application of 
the rod is only a small but essential 
part of our training technique. You 
must first understand our position 
if you would fault us. 

       The scale of media opinion has 
tipped, and they now assume that 
Christians are guilty of some evil 
in their application of the rod. 
Propaganda has created the im-
pression that our methods are the 
last remnants of a medieval prac-
tice that is certainly destined to go 
the way of slavery or restriction of 
women’s rights. They think it is 
just a matter of time before en-
lightenment filters down to put out 
the remaining shades of darkness. 
It’s tragic and amusing, but oppo-
nents assume they hold the moral 
high ground.  

       At the moment, the govern-
ment usually takes a “don’t tell, we 
won’t ask” approach. But we read 

of frequent arrests where parents 
are jailed and children are removed 
from their homes for nothing more 
than parents spanking their chil-
dren in the traditional Biblical 
manner. Spanking is still too 
widely practiced for the police to 
intrude into homes without cause, 
seeking out offenders. But those 
opposed to spanking are fully in 
the propaganda stage, trying to 
swing opinion to their side. By 
publishing stories of parents going 
to jail, they have driven believers 
underground. We are compelled to 
defend traditional Biblical prac-
tices.

       We are led to believe that they 
have progressed and now know a 
better way to raise kids. After all, 
if children persist in being unruly, 
the experts will give them the 
sixties cure—drug them out of 
their minds. The kids will then 
make peace and not war. With a 
better drug, the children might 

The following article is designed to be used as a resource in defending your faith on Biblical child 
training. If the Federal or State agencies take me to court over advocating corporal chastisement, 
this will be part of my defense. After the publication of part two, we will make this available in 
booklet form so you can distribute it to those who do not understand our position. 
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The Book of John taught by 
Michael Pearl to the Church at 
Cane Creek, 1999–2000. Every 
verse is discussed, every critical 
word examined. Here is doc-
trinal and practical teaching to 
enrich your life. We want you to 
have these tapes, so we are 
making this set available for 
$54.00. That’s about $2.00 per 
tape, factoring the cost of the 
albums. 

Twenty-four tapes in 
two vinyl albums 

Alabama Child Training Semi-The Church at Cane Creek
1000 Pearl Road, Pleasantville, 

TAP

SID

The Book of John 
Michael Pearl 

The Church at Cane Creek 
1000 Pearl Road, Pleasantville, TN, 37033

We have thousands of sample 
newsletters—a generic, 8 page 
version. We will ship to you as many 
as you can give away. You just need 
to request them. If you are having a 
homeschool fair, we will provide 
enough for everyone.  
       Most of our books are sold in lots 
of eight or more. Many people keep 
them on hand to give out in the 
grocery store to complete strangers, 
or to give to their friends.  

You can minister 

even be prevented from killing 
each other in grade school.  

We don’t “hit” our chil-
dren.   
Research supposedly confirms that 
children who are “beaten” become 
beaters. They are correct in saying 
that “hitting” the child may cause 
him to grow up to use violence as a 
way of resolving conflicts. Chil-
dren are very good at passing on 
what they have experienced at the 
hands of their parents. From our 
perspective, the problem is that 
opponents assume that all spanking 
is violence— “hitting,” as they call 
it. We decry the fact that “corporal 
punishment” is practiced by some 
people motivated by self-interest, 
and this is what the spanking aboli-
tionists are seeing.  

       Our defense of Biblical chas-
tisement should not be construed 
as a defense of all those who abuse 
this Christian duty. We believe the 
rod should not be used as a vent 
for parents’ anger. There is no 
place for vindictiveness or aggres-
sion in training children. The rod 
should not be applied at the end of 

an intolerance curve. Where the 
supreme motivation is anything 
other than the child’s good, the rod 
should not be used. 

       The people who condemn 
Biblical chastisement do not be-
lieve the Bible. They judge others 
by their own experience. The only 
time they have “hit” their children, 
or been tempted to, was when they 
were angry. They assume that 
when we spank it is with the same 
hostility they have felt. Having 
never experienced it, they do not 
understand the meaning of loving 
discipline applied for the child’s 
own good. And they cannot fathom 
the sweet fruit that the properly 
applied rod produces in the soul of 
the child.

Misuse of the rod does 
not invalidate its proper 
application.  

Opponents of the Biblical use of 
the rod support their position by 
pointing to its occasional misuse. 
It is our contention that all author-
ity is misused from time to time, 
but that misuse does not negate 

the legitimacy of the office itself, 
rather of the ones who abuse their 
sacred authority. When the courts 
are unjust or dishonest, we do not 
abolish the office of judge or the 
administration of law. When a 
law-enforcement agent is cor-
rupted by money or a desire for 
power, we do not fire all the po-
licemen. When a president of the 
United States is hedonistic and 
sells favors, enriching himself 
through crooked deals, we do not 
resort to a dictatorship. When 
state social workers molest chil-
dren and abuse them, we do not 
stop all social work. We seek out 
the offenders and punish them 
according to their culpability. 
Likewise when some parents 
misuse their sacred trust and hurt 
their children in the name of 
spanking them, we do not abdi-
cate our sacred duty to apply the 
rod as the Word of God has com-
manded. And if the government 
should abuse its power by com-
manding us not to obey God in 
this regard, we cannot but obey 
God and suffer the consequences 
of their abuse of power until jus-
tice and common sense once 
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   We receive many requests 
to reprint our articles in other 
publications. All of our mate-
rials are copyrighted so that 
we can maintain control. 
However, we do hereby grant 
permission for any publica-
tion to reprint our articles in 
their entirety, without editing, 
on the conditions that: with 
each reprint, clear recogni-
tion be given as to the 
source; and the article must 
include our address and an 
offer to receive our free 
newsletter. 

      Editing may be permissible 
if it is approved in writing by 
Michael or Debi Pearl.  

      This permission is in force 
unless otherwise notified. 

Permission to reprint 

Did you know that when writers or preachers use “the Greek” to 
correct the K. J. Bible, they are not using the Greek text from 
which the K. J. was translated? They are using a Greek text 
invented by two unbelievers in the late 19th century. Did you know 
that considering all ancient language manuscripts, over 95% of 
them support the K. J. Bible? Did you know that the reason there 
are over 200 different English translations, a new “bible” every 
nine months, translated entirely different from its predecessors, is 
purely for economic gain? The King James Bible remains the only 
Word of God to English speaking people.  
     How could so many “good godly men be so wrong?” Read this 
281 page scholarly book and find out. Be ready to lose your 
innocence concerning the trustworthiness of institutionalized 
Christianity. Intellectual blindness isn’t confined to the evolution-
ists. 

WHICH VERSION IS THE BIBLE? 

again prevail. Our children are 
worth it, and it would be the 
greatest tragedy for them to turn 
out like the average American 
child raised under the new, politi-
cally correct philosophy. 

Please understand us. 
We would like to vindicate our-
selves and our practices, to win the 
world over to our views, to con-
vince the courts and society to 
return to something that actually 
works, but we know that ultimately 
we will never convince those who 
hold an entirely different world-
view. It is not just a difference of 
opinion about what technique is 
best in rearing children. It is a 
matter of basic presuppositions. To 
give up the use of the rod is to give 
up our views of human nature, 
God, eternity, judgment, etc. Most 
of all, to give up the use of the rod 
is to abandon our children to a fate 
that is more cruel than jail—a life 

of self-will and unruliness. 

       For those who are trying to 
understanding us, we will explain 
the foundational thinking behind 
our practices. You will see that 
we are not disagreeing over a 
technique that is replaceable. This 
issue goes to the very core of our 
beliefs.

We hold beliefs that ulti-
mately dictate the appli-
cation of the rod in child 
training.
Christians view this temporal 
world as the smallest part of eter-
nity. This life is just preparation 
for the next. We say this not to 
diminish our responsibility or 
ambition in the here-and-now, but 
to point out how and why our 
child-training methods differ from 
those who do not believe as we 
do. This life is best lived when it 
is lived as the first moments of 

eternity. The main goal of a 
Christian is to lay up treasure in 
heaven, not on earth. So in raising 
our children, our first concern is 
their spiritual welfare. We must 
impart to them the faith of our 
fathers.

      We will show how the rod is 
essential to communicating the 
Biblical world-view. A child that 
is raised without proper applica-
tion of the rod is deprived of a 
valuable visual aid, essential to 
interpreting reality in this life as 
well as in the next. 

We hold these truths 
to be self-evident, as 
well as Biblical:
♦ We believe the human 

soul is the creation of 
God.

Every individual maintains a la-
tent consciousness of God’s juris-
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diction over his soul. There is a 
universal predisposition to make 
oneself accountable to the highest 
moral standards imaginable, to 
walk the elevated path of benevo-
lence and justice; not to do so 
brings guilt. All people possess an 
intuitive awareness that God is 
watching, observing, and taking 
note of every thought and act.  

      This innate sense of obliga-
tion is found in the literature, 
religion, laws, and customs of 
every culture, language, nation, 
and tribe on the face of the earth. 
Only through careful and pro-
longed practice of philosophy can 
one make a convincing show of 
purging himself of this fundamen-
tal presupposition. 

♦ We believe in the re-
alities of good and 
evil.

We believe that some acts, mental 
states, and motives are good and 
some are evil. We are not alone in 
this, for it is broadly assumed that 
human society abides in voluntary 
selfishness and deceit. Most so-
cial and business interchanges are 
conducted with a suspicion that 
the other party may possess evil 
intent. The will to defraud is pre-
sumed in all our laws and con-
tracts. All novels, plays, songs, 
and political speeches contain 
some element that supposes the 
existence of moral evil. Personal 
guilt is proof of one’s belief in 
evil. War, prisons, and capital 
punishment are the ultimate state-
ments as to society’s belief in 
good and evil. 

      Our belief in a sovereign God 
prompts belief in standards of 
behavior that are not relative, but 

are absolutes. Absolutes are abso-
lutely critical, not to be taken 
lightly. Thus the believer’s child 
training methods will express the 
conviction that children must be 
directed to walk the path of truth 
and holiness. Those who believe 
otherwise will be lax and indiffer-
ent, not appreciating our serious 
commitment to obedience. Belief 
in ultimate accountability dictates 
practicing short-range accountabil-
ity, which is part of what the rod is 
about.

♦ We believe in respon-
sibility.

We believe that every human soul 
that is not impaired maintains the 
capacity for self-direction and can 
choose between good and evil. 
All are conscious of their respon-
sibility to do what they ought. 
Since the soul is the creation of 
God, and there are acts and mo-
tives that are either good or evil, it 
follows that every soul is respon-
sible to do good and reject evil, 
regardless of the personal cost.  

       When a person chooses or, in 
constraining circumstances, per-
mits himself to do what he knows 
he ought not, he is worthy of 
blame as seen by the universal 
tendency to inflict oneself with 
guilt and self-loathing. Self-blame 
is the companion of failed respon-
sibility.  

       We do not treat habits of 
choice as if they were diseases 
impairing the child’s ability to do 
what he ought. We do not label 
behavior with terms like 
“disorder” that validate inability. 
We train every child to be a win-
ner and to overcome all obstacles, 
without and within.

♦ We believe in the eter-
nity of the soul.

We believe that the soul will 
never cease to exist. Each individ-
ual will continue forever in the 
state he attained in this life. Tem-
poral life is just the proving 
ground for eternity. This view of 
eternity has more to do with one’s 
present practices than any other 
factor. It heavily influences our 
child training methods. 

♦ We believe there is a 
coming judgment.

There is a day of reckoning—a 
day when each person will stand 
to be judged for every idle word 
and deed. All cultures hold some 
belief in a day of judgment. It is a 
basic presupposition of literature, 
religion, law, and society. Just as 
the burglar is always conscious 
that his judgment could come at 
any moment, so the soul of man 
unavoidably knows that he is 
appointed to a day of imminent 
judgment—a judgment with eter-
nal consequences. When one must 
prepare himself to pass a test that 
affects his career, he sacrifices 
everything to get ready.  Parents 
have the responsibility to prepare 
their children to pass the test that 
determines their admission into 
eternity. 

♦ We believe in repen-
tance.

We believe that any person of any 
age is capable of completely re-
versing his actions. We do not 
believe that a person is the victim 
of some force outside of his im-
mediate choice. We do not be-
lieve in any form of fatalism or 
determinism. All who should be 
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good can be good. And even those 
most captive in evil can repent 
and turn their hearts toward right-
eousness. If this were not so, 
training children would be an act 
of futility, as would all discussion 
designed to persuade.  The child 
is capable of sudden, voluntary 
reversal of his attitude and ways. 
It is the parents’ responsibility to 
bring their children to repentance 
and turn them to righteousness. 

♦ We believe in redemp-
tion.

The redemption of which we 
speak is not the classical redemp-
tion expressed in literature, where 
the individual performs some 
sacrificial act of service or peni-
tence by which he atones for his 
past sins through his present good 
deeds. Biblical redemption is not 
the doing of the individual. It is 
the sacrifice of Jesus Christ on 
behalf of the sinner. In other 
words, it is the vicarious death of 
Jesus Christ. Biblical redemption 
is more than a doctrine, it is prac-
tical in the effect it has on the one 
who receives it.  

      We do not believe that re-
demption occurs through sacra-
ments or through affiliation with 
the church. It is personal and must 
occur in the soul of each individ-
ual through his voluntary partici-
pation. Christian parents prepare 
their younger children, and seek 
to lead their older children, to 
understand and receive the re-
demption of Jesus Christ.  

♦ We believe in conver-
sion.

We do not believe that infants can 
be converted through baptism or 

through any other means. Only 
upon maturity can one make the 
personal decision to believe on 
the Lord Jesus Christ.  

       Biblical redemption does 
more than declare the sinner to be 
forgiven; it actually converts the 
soul, cleansing the conscience of 
guilt and empowering the will to 
obey. The natural state of self-will 
and rebellion is abolished by the 
voluntary surrender of the soul to 
God. The convert has a new frame 
of reference. He has a new win-
dow through which he views 
himself, others, God, and the rule 
of law. Conversion to God brings 
about the rule of God in the soul. 
As Bible-believing parents, we 
seek to prepare the hearts of our 
children to receive the redemption 
of Jesus Christ and be converted.  

Children begin life with 
incomplete faculties. 
Children come into this world 
with all the force of passion, but 
with no capacity to exercise self-
restraint. Until they are three or 
four years old they do not even 
begin to have any sense of the 

need to control their impulses. 
They have no capacity to value 
anything other than pleasure. 
They are carried from one mo-
ment to the next by their drives to 
seek gratification and entertain-
ment. They can thrill at indul-
gence, but they cannot understand 
the concept of temperance. They 
have no social consciousness or 
sense of responsibility. They can-
not live by principle. During these 
early years, when children are 
ignorant of their duties, they are 
nonetheless perfecting the art of 
self-gratification, and parents 
sometimes assist them by catering 
to their every whim and by excus-
ing immature behavior.  

Children start life with no 
knowledge of the rules by which 
they must eventually live. In those 
early years they are developing 
the rules that will govern them 
when they get a little older—
social rules, economic, health, 
ethical, spiritual, to name a few. 
During this time of discovery, 
they are developing habits and 
forming convictions about how 
well they will conform to the 
rules. “Will I be honest, or will I 

Dear Mrs. Pearl, 

My mom went to the Lakeland Christian Home Educators Conference 
in March 2001. When the conference was over she came to meet 
you, and you asked my mom “if her daughter had wavy hair like she 
does.” 

My Mom said, “No, she has straight hair.” So you said, “She will.” So 
after she came home, signs showed that I was getting wavy hair. And 
ever since then my hair has been getting wavier. What I wanted to tell 
you is “What wisdom you have!” 

J. H.  

Dear J. H. 
You never know what your gifts are until 
you exercise them.  
Deb 
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Michael & Debi Pearl published To Train Up a Child in August 1994. By July of 2001 we had sold over 
345,000 English copies. It has also been translated into several foreign languages. 

         This publication came about as a way to answer many questions we receive in the mail each day. 
The Pearls receive no remuneration from the sale of these books and tapes. This is a non-profit ministry. 
The low prices reflect our concern to make these materials available to as many as possible. We give a 38-
45% discount on books by the Pearls when purchased in volumes of eight or more. We also make available 
a limited number of books and videos that we believe will be a great blessing to your family. 

   We are dedicated to the advancement of the gospel of Jesus Christ here in America and in those 
countries where Christ is least known.  After operating expenses, all money from the sale of books goes to 
foreign missions. All gifts, so designated, go directly to foreign missions, none being retained here in the 
States, unless otherwise designated by the donor.   

   When you order materials from us you are put on our mailing list unless you request otherwise. If you 
are on our mailing list, you will receive No Greater Joy and notices of seminars held in your area. You need 
not purchase anything to remain on our mailing list, but about once a year we need to know that you are still 
interested. If you would rather obtain this publication from our web site, you can log on and follow directions. 

just maintain an appearance of 
honesty while squeezing everyone 
for as much as I can get? Will I 
respect my body, or abuse it? Will 
I respect others, or use them for 
my own ends? Will I prepare 
myself to stand before my Creator 
and be judged, or will I live as if 
death were the end of my exis-
tence?”

So here is the dilemma par-
ents face: by the time children are 
old enough to begin to understand 
that some things are good and 
some are bad, they will already 
have made far-reaching commit-
ments to self-gratification as an 
end. As children grow older and 
perceive their moral duties, they 
often find their duties in conflict 
with their self-centeredness. 
When conflicts between con-
science and indulgences arise, 
children see no need to pay the 
price of self-denial that confor-
mity to their belief systems would 
require. Thus, in these formative 
years, children are inclined to 
rationalize their consciences and 
develop habits of living below 
their convictions. They accept the 

idea that it is OK to do your own 
thing, to be free of the rule of law, 
to follow your own desires. They 
hold values but they don’t value 
them enough to pay the price of 
conformity. 

The necessity of adverse 
consequences.
Because forbidden actions do not 
immediately meet with adverse 
consequences, children are in-
duced to develop the belief that it 
is not a bad thing to violate the 
rules. When the only negative 
results are nagging and threaten-
ing, they learn to endure the con-
flict and develop an adversarial 
relationship with authority. Chil-
dren do not know that they live 
under the government of a holy 
God who keeps account of every 
deed done in the body. Nor do 
they know that they will stand in 
judgment to answer for every 
deed and thought. 

Most parents make a direct 
contribution to their child’s rebel-
lion by unknowingly conditioning 
him to ignore commands and do 
as he pleases. When parents are 

finally forced to the conclusion 
that their child is old enough to be 
trained, they begin the futility of 
commanding, “No! Don’t do that. 
Did you hear what I said? Now 
stop it!” The child doesn’t stop 
and the parents allow him to con-
tinue until frustration and anger 
drive them to jerk the child away. 
The child takes offense at being 
bullied and resents someone inter-
fering with his right to do as he 
pleases. The bottom line here is 
that through one experience after 
the other the child learns that he 
can defy the rules and still get 
what he wants. It is not necessary 
for him to win every contest to 
become an independent rebel. Just 
an occasional victory is enough 
for the child to develop a will to 
dominate. Again, it is the absence 
of consistent and sure negative 
consequences that allow him to 
grow into the conviction that 
there is no accountability other 
than to oneself. 

Our prisons are full of people 
who thought they could get away 
with it. The response of adults to 

(Continued on page 8) 
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Five active missionaries will 
present the dynamics of Bib-

lical missions. Michael Pearl will 
be teaching Bible doctrine and the 
chronological delivery of the 
gospel. 

If you are an unmarried man 
between the ages of 17 and 30, 
and you are headed to the mission 
field, or you are already a mis-
sionary or minister—of any age, 
we invite you to come to Cane 

Creek this August 19–25 for in-
tense training.  

You will be sleeping on the 
floor and in tents, and taking 
baths in the creek. You will eat 
plain food, simply prepared, and 
make use of outdoor toilets. This 
is serious missionary training for 
committed individuals. 

 If you would like to be a part 
of this six days of training, send 

Cane Creek will host one week of 
missionary training August 19-25 

us your name and address IMME-
DIATELY. We will send you 
more details at that time.  

You will be required to do 
some preliminary study, reading, 
and ministry, which can take sev-
eral weeks, so we must hear from 
you now.  

Dear Michael and Debi,  

I wish I could explain to you what a blessing you’ve been to me. 
God has used you to answer many of my prayers. I just read your 
article “Questions a wife can ask to tear her house down.” 

Boy, what a wonderful slap in the face! I’ve known down deep that 
I don’t need to “bring these things before my husband” (playing 
the Holy Ghost). I have thought, “After all, how in the world can I 
go on like this...holding it all inside?”  Ha! THANK YOU, THANK 
YOU, THANK YOU for that article, Debi! My husband is wonder-
ful! He is a man of God and desires to serve the Lord with every-
thing inside him. He desires to be all he can be for me and our 5 
children. We are going through many trials (outside the marriage). 
I need to be his friend and not his enemy. The Lord just recently 
laid that verse (Proverbs 14:1) on my heart. I’ve known that the 
problem was with ME but could not pin-point it. He’s the one who 
needs the strength to continue living with ME! I want so badly to 
be what God wants me to be.  

Many of you have written in a tone that was almost critical, saying that we 
told you how to tear your house down but did not tell you how to build 

it up. This lady, as many others, discovered the answer through her repentance. 
The Holy Spirit is guiding all believers, teaching them, and revealing the way 
of truth. Most of you are used to therapeutic approaches to solving relationship 
problems. We like to have an impersonal technique we can implement. God’s 
road to renewal always begins with repentance. Much of our writings focus on 
stirring our hearts to see our evil and come before God in humility and confes-
sion. When we have the joy of our salvation, not much else is needed.   

ANSWER:

Dear Mr. & Mrs. Pearl, 

     Thank you for your books, 
tapes and videos. Our family has 
benefited from them, and after 
losing track of who last borrowed 
our copy of To Train up A Child,
we ordered a bunch to give 
away. Now we have a waiting list 
for borrowing our videos. Most 
recently, we were helped by your 
article on sheltering from the 
inside. We had been afraid to 
bring up the subject of pornogra-
phy with our boys and were 
avoiding the book of Proverbs 
since we didn’t want to run into a 
“strange woman” who would 
have to be explained. I’m happy 
to say that after reading that 
article, we dove right into Prov-
erbs and are safely on chapter 
10. The strange woman had 
been introduced and the results 
of her ways are well known to 
our sons. What a rich book! As 
we go on, we will warn them of 
the devil’s book on the side of 
the road [a discarded porno 
book] so they won’t be caught off 
guard. 

     God bless you for all the 
pearls you send our way! 

Anonymous by request 
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(Continued from page 6) 

the child’s offenses is what com-
municated this false idea. The 
way the school system responds 
to their disobedience, the way the 
courts handle their first “petty” 
offenses, the way counselors ad-
dress the child’s “problem,” and 
the way the media publishes the 
views of the professionals who 
blame everybody but the child, all 
contribute to the child’s disregard 
for authority. It is the lack of sure 
and swift consequences that foster 
indifference to the rule of law.

For authority to be respected 
it must have the power to impose 
consequences without limitation. 
Where the authority can be 
pushed to a point of helplessness, 
the lawbreaker will not fear and 
will set himself to do as he 
pleases. The Bible describes it 
this way: “Because sentence 
against an evil work is not exe-
cuted speedily, therefore the heart 
of the sons of men is fully set in 
them to do evil (Ecclesiastes 
8:11).” The authorities of our 
country are respected according to 
the degree they have the power 
and the will to investigate and 
apply force to the lawbreakers. 

When our children are old 
enough to have developed suffi-
cient independence, they will join 
society, playing the game of life 
by the rules they learned when 
they were young and vulnerable. 
Christians seek to train their chil-
dren to choose the good of others 
and the glory of God above their 
own pleasure. Such dedication 
and commitment is rare outside 
the community of Bible believers. 
Just as God gave the state the 
power and the duty to wield the 
sword, he gave parents the author-

ity to apply the rod. To the young 
child, it is ultimate power. It is the 
child’s assurance that he can 
never win against authority.  

Proper application of the 
rod is essential to com-
municating the Christian 
world-view.
During the developing years, from 
birth through six or seven, the rod 
is an indispensable aid in provid-
ing the child with a controlled 
learning experience that will pre-
pare him to make proper decisions 
when he is older. 

♦ The rod mirrors the 
laws of nature.  

Nature is controlled by fixed 
laws. If a child violates them he 
may break bones, get burned, 
drown, poison his body, or suffer 
harm in a thousand ways. The 
laws of nature must be discovered 
and respected. In the natural 
world all actions have conse-
quences. Nature never forgives. If 
parents allow a child to break the 
laws of nature, but somehow pro-
tect him from suffering any con-
sequences, they would be commu-
nicating a false sense of reality.  

You can tell a child not to 
touch medicines and poisons, not 
to play with fire or gasoline, not 
to get in the road, not to play 
under parked automobiles, not to 
climb the stairs, the ladder, or the 
100-foot electrical tower. Then 
when he disobeys and doesn’t 
immediately suffer ill effects, he 
stops trusting your word. When 
he eventually meets with disaster, 
you can then stand and cry and 
tell the authorities how he was 

strong-willed and would not obey 
you. You can stand over his bro-
ken body and wish you had 
watched him more closely. Or, 
before tragedy falls on the un-
knowing child, you can enforce 
your words with painful conse-
quences that mirror the real 
world. Your consequences can be 
immediate and consistent, thus 
conditioning him to respect com-
mands. You can teach the two-
year-old that “no” means no, and 
it means no every time. You can 
guarantee that the child learns 
about cause and effect, about the 
certain danger of doing your own 
thing without regard to the conse-
quences.

The real world is a place of 
potential pain. The stakes are too 
high to allow a child to hopefully 
stumble upon reality before suf-
fering serious damage. How old 
will he have to be, or how much 
will he have to suffer before he 
learns? Or will he ever learn? 
Will he grow up with a love of 
defying the odds and throwing it 
all to the wind? Will tragedy fall 
later in life because his parents 
caused him to believe that he 
could get away with anything? 
When a child is not old enough to 
understand the danger of playing 
in the street, he is able to under-
stand that leaving the yard today 
will cause him to meet with the 
same painful switching he re-
ceived yesterday when he crawled 
out of the yard. The rod is a little 
pain of inoculation against a more 
painful and deadly disease of 
getting hit by a car. The properly 
applied rod will teach your child 
to safely navigate through the 
dangers of his environment. 

(Continued on page 9) 
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♦ The rod mimics hu-
man government.

Governments are established to 
protect the good and punish the 
evil. They do so with a great deal 
of consistency. If you speed, you 
will eventually get caught and pay 
a fine. If you steal, they have the 
power to put you in jail. If you 
murder, the government has the 
power to take your life. If govern-
ment did not have the power to 
inflict painful consequences on its 
subjects, it would no longer be 
government; it would be a hollow 
nuisance. When it spoke, it would 
fill the air with meaningless 
words. Before a child is old 
enough to be subject to govern-
ment, he is nonetheless in need of 
governing. Parents must have the 
rod available as a last resort if 
they are to reflect human govern-
ment and command respect. It is 
not good for the child to be al-
lowed several years in which to 
live and act without fear of ulti-
mate consequences. It is the just 
and timely application of the rod 
that prepares children to obey the 
laws of the land. Where the rod is 
either abused or not used, there is 
a great deal of juvenile delin-
quency and crime. 

Our present laws make excep-
tions for children. Parents excuse 
the behavior of their children, and 
children learn to live outside the 
law. When they finally get old 
enough for the courts to impute 
blame to them, they are already 
conditioned to be irresponsible. 
Children raised under this kind of 
unruliness, find it hard to fear any 
law, especially the law of an un-

seen God, whose threats are 
equally unseen. In their formative 
years, proper application of the 
rod will condition children to 
believe there is a day of certain 
reckoning, in this life and in the 
next. The rod makes better citi-
zens.  

♦ The rod teaches the 
concept of law in gen-
eral.

Society is built on compliance to 
law. Lawlessness is anti-social—
seen as evil in every culture. 
Every mature soul has a con-
sciousness of his obligation to 
obey common law. But the child 
knows no such obligation. The 
undeveloped conscience of the 
child permits him to be entirely 
selfish and unruly with no guide 
beyond his own lust. He is com-
mitted to securing as much pleas-
ure as possible, without regard to 
the needs or rights of others. 

       Children must be taught to 
live as part of the group, relin-
quishing a wider circle of freedom 
to gain the smaller circle that each 
member of the group shares in 
cooperation with others. The child 
must be taught to submit himself 
to the rules that govern society. 
The Bible calls this “loving your 
neighbor as yourself.”  

Many children grow up with 
the impression that there are no 
absolutes, believing that “Thou 
shalt not” does not really mean 
you can’t. It doesn’t even mean 
you shouldn’t. It just means that 
someone who is not having any 
fun is daring you to break out and 
enjoy yourself. Children and 
adults who grow up without sub-
mission think that rules are made 

to be broken. 

Law without consequences 
ceases to be law. Or if the conse-
quences are administered erratic-
ally or unjustly, the law loses 
credibility. Law must have a 
guardian, an enforcer, or it is no 
law at all. And the enforcer must 
have the power to administer 
consequences, or he is nothing 
more than a puppet. 

The Bible says of human 
government, “For he is the minis-
ter of God to thee for good. But if 
thou do that which is evil, be 
afraid; for he beareth not the 
sword in vain: for he is the minis-
ter of God, a revenger to execute 
wrath upon him that doeth evil 
(Romans 13:4).”

If parents make laws for their 
children but do not enforce them, 
their children will develop a be-
lief that laws are meant to be 
broken, and that authority is 
meant to be ignored. The state has 
the power to take possession of a 
lawbreaker’s body and fine him, 
incarcerate him, or execute him. 
That is what makes the state 
something more than a hollow 
statement. Parents without ulti-
mate power over their children are 
no longer authority figures. They 
are nags and gripes, nuisances to 
be dismissed as the children see 
fit. When a parent has the power 
of the rod, he has the last word, 
and words are then laws, and the 
children learn that laws must be 
obeyed. Children raised in homes 
run by the rule of law, enforced 
with the rod, understand the con-
cept of law and accept their duty 
to submit to it. To appreciate the 
laws of God and his jurisdiction, a 
child must first respect the lesser 

(Continued on page 11) 
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Mike and Debi,  

   I wanted to write and let you 
know how much I love Re-
bekah’s tape, From the Ends of 
the Earth. I feel my heart run-
ning toward God when I listen to 
it. My children love it too. We all 
sing along with her. Having read 
her diary made the music more 
beautiful. Thank you so much.  

Sue Ann 

Dear Michael,  

    I just wanted to say thank you for coming to Cincinnati, 
OH April 19th. I have your books and videos and wanted 
my husband to read the book or watch the video. He 
wouldn’t do either. I had been helping him a lot (he is self-
employed) and he asked what I wanted for helping him. I 
said only to go hear Michael Pearl speak! He didn’t want to 
go, but he did. We both enjoyed it greatly. Now he won’t 
allow me to loan out your videos until he sees them first.  
We have a long way to go, but I wanted to say thank you 
for giving your time to come and bring your message.  

Ann

From our Ma ilbox

Dear Michael and Deb, 

Greetings. I am a mother of 4 

children. Since reading your book 

things have gotten a lot smoother 

around our house. I only have to tell 

my children one time to do some-

thing. They know I will get the switch 

if they choose not to obey me. Our 

lives are so much more peaceful now. 

Thanks, Kym

Dear Mike, Deb, and Shoshanna, 

   Hi! How are you? I am doing great. Guess what 
Shoshanna? I am May, the 17-year-old girl who had a 
baby hanging around her neck at the Cedarville University 
seminar. Well, you saved the day! My baby brother now 
lies down in his crib and sleeps without fussing. He obeys 
me too!  I am still in shock...training works! May God bless 
you as you teach others. You are a wonderful young lady! 
Mike, thank-you for you ministry. I am so glad that you can 
have seminars. Hearing you in person was great. Your 
humor is my favorite part. Deb, your homeschooling tape 
is a treasure. My view of homeschool has changed...the 
girls are having fun and are learning more. I play school 
with them, and I know that I have as much fun as they do! 
Other children now listen to me as well—since I am not 
wishy-washy anymore!  

Amy 

Dear Michael and Debi, 

I continue to thank you for 
your ministry. I am currently 
leading a Bible study where we 
listen to your tape series on the 
book of John. We will be con-
tinuing on with the tapes of 
Romans, Galatians, and Ephe-
sians. 

The truths in your messages 
are causing us in the Bible 
study to realize the wrong 
teachings we have been raised 
with. We have about 20 people 
in the study. 

Thank you for playing a big 
role in changing my family, and 
also my extended family and 
friends.  

Praise God for what he has 
done in all our lives, but also 
thank God for you.  

Jamie 

Dear Mr. Pearl,  

   We recently ordered your commentary on Romans 1-8. What a 
blessing it has been. I grew up in a “fundamental Baptist church,” and 
through this book I realized that for 33 years I have never been 
taught the truth according to Paul. I had always been taught about 
man’s “sinful nature” and the need to “die to myself” every day. I am 
so thankful for your Biblical insight using Scripture alone to teach the 
truth. I now realize I died once and I now live in Christ and can expe-
rience such victory in my life over sin. Thank you! Praise God that He 
wrote His precious Word so simply. It’s unfortunate that men have 
made it seem confusing. 

   I’ve enclosed a check for another copy of your commentary on 
Romans. My husband and I would like to give it to my dad for Fa-
ther’s Day. 

Thank you,   CJ 
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Several people have written 
asking if it is OK with us if 
they buy our material and 
resell it. Absolutely! We 
encourage you to purchase 
our materials in volume and 
resell them at homeschool 
conventions or wherever your 
imagination takes you. Some 
people have found they can 
supplement their income and 
have a ministry at the same 
time. We will also furnish you 
with a number of newsletters 
to give away. 

Yes, it’s OK with us. 

(Continued from page 9) 

laws that govern his daily life.  

♦ The rod communi-
cates the principles of 
divine government.

Without the rod you are giving 
the child a false concept of the 
nature of God. God does hate sin, 
and he is to be feared. The Bible 
says, “The fear of the LORD is the 
beginning of wisdom (Psalm 
111:10).” And again, “The fear of 
the LORD is the beginning of 
knowledge (Proverbs 1:7).” “The 
fear of the LORD is clean, endur-
ing for ever: the judgments of the 
LORD are true and righteous alto-
gether (Psalm 19:9).” Many peo-
ple, especially religious people, 
take offense to the Biblical teach-
ing that God is to be feared. Yet we 
all fear government, the state 
trooper, the IRS, and any temporal 
institution that has the power to 
punish offenders. We are to fear 
God as a man in the military fears 
his commanding officers. Without 
such fear there would be no disci-
pline, and the armed forces would 
be rendered ineffective. A man in 
the army may both fear his ser-
geant and love him at the same 
time. The fear comes from the 
power he wields. The love comes 
from the deep respect the soldier 
has for the man that gives him self-
respect by forcing him to excel. 

       As governor of the universe, 
God has revealed his platform, his 
constitution, and his agenda. He is 
narrow minded and decisive. He is 
not subject to change or negotia-
tion. His laws are unalterable, and 
the consequences for breaking 
them are certain and final. He is 
not an activist judge who reinter-
prets his laws to fit the changing 

majority opinions. He is “the same 
yesterday, today and forever (Heb 
13:8).” “It is a fearful thing to fall 
into the hands of the living God 
(Hebrews 10:31).” 

♦ The rod mirrors judg-
ment to come.

Bible believers know that “it is 
appointed unto men once to die, 
but after this the judgment 
(Hebrews 9:27),” and that “every 
one of us shall give account of 
himself to God (Romans 14:12).”
For “we must all appear before 
the judgment seat of Christ; that 
every one may receive the things 
done in his body, according to 
that he hath done, whether it be 
good or bad (2 Corinthians 
5:10).” We take the warning seri-
ously, “Fear him, which after he 
hath killed hath power to cast into 
hell; yea, I say unto you, Fear 
him (Luke 12:5).” For the judge 
of the universe will come in 
“flaming fire taking vengeance on 
them that know not God, and that 
obey not the gospel of our Lord 
Jesus Christ (2 Thes. 1:8).”

We do not believe that when 
small children die they are in 
jeopardy of hell. We believe there 
is a special dispensation for those 
who have not matured into a con-
sciousness of accountability. Yet 
all adults learned the rules of 
society and God when they were 
very young, before they reached a 
condition of accountability. If 
parents allow their children to be 
unruly, never forcing them to 
obey, to conform to the rule of 
law, by the time the child is old 
enough to understand his account-
ability, he will already have de-
veloped a world-view that as-
sumes there is no day of reckon-

ing, no punishment for doing evil, 
only more threatening words. 
People have an overwhelming 
tendency to live by the principles 
they learned before the age of six.  

Though children cannot un-
derstand coming judgment, they 
must be trained to make decisions 
with consequences in mind. If you 
allow the child several years of 
living without consequences, it is 
difficult for him to ever accept the 
truths of coming judgment, the 
character of God, and the nature 
of sin. The swift and just applica-
tion of the rod causes the child to 
believe that all evil is punished 
and that one cannot get away with 
sin. Whatever you sow you will 
reap.

♦ The rod jars the child 
out of his foolishness 
and lust. 

“Foolishness is bound in the 
heart of a child; but the rod of 
correction shall drive it far from 
him (Proverbs 22:15).” Words 

(Continued on page 13) 
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A Wise Woman Builds Her House 
By Debi Pearl 

♦  A wise woman doesn’t take anything for granted. She is thankful to be loved and seeks to 
make herself more lovely. 

♦ A wise woman doesn’t allow herself to be a liability but strives to be an asset to the mar-
riage bond. She looks for ways to make, save, and use money wisely. Her husband knows he 
is a richer man because she is his wife. 

♦ A wise woman seeks to be a part of her husband’s life. His interest becomes her interest. 
She looks for ways to help him in every endeavor in which he is involved. When he needs a 
helping hand, it is her hand that is there first.  

♦ A wise woman knows that his peace of mind (and sometimes, wise understanding) is some-
thing she can give or take away by her observations and conversation concerning circum-
stances or people. She limits her conversation to the positive. 

♦ A wise woman sets a joyful mood in the household. She uses laughter, music and happy 
times to stir the children to a positive, joyful frame of mind. She knows this light-
heartedness helps take stress off her husband.

♦ A wise woman gauges her husband’s needs. She seeks to fulfill his desires before even he is 
aware of them. She never leaves him daydreaming outside the home. She supplies his every 
desire.

♦ A wise woman understands that her husband’s need to be honored is not based on his per-
formance but on his position. She learns quickly to defer with enthusiasm to his ideas or 
plans. She looks for ways to reverence him. She knows this is God’s will for her life.  

♦ A wise woman is not pitiful, puny, or whinny. She seeks to be confident, capable and thank-
ful.  

♦ A wise woman does not dream of what “could have been.” She sees clearly that she is not 
God’s gift to men; thus she is blessed in her present circumstances. She learns to be content. 

♦ A wise woman never expects anyone to serve her; therefore she is never disappointed. She is 
ready to help—a giver. By her example her children learn to serve cheerfully and energeti-
cally. 

♦ A wise woman doesn’t attempt to instruct her husband through feigned questions. Her ques-
tions are sincere inquiries concerning his will. 

♦ A wise woman is always learning. She is open to change. She is ready to hear. She wants to 
know. She doesn’t cloud her mind with the foolish folly of entertainment. She uses her time 
wisely.  
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Wives, Honor Your HusbandsWives, Honor Your HusbandsWives, Honor Your HusbandsWives, Honor Your Husbands 

Husband, learn how to 
sanctify your wife and 
cleanse her of spots, 
wrinkles, and blem-
ishes.
You have the power to 
bring your wife into the 
fullness of all that God 
intended.

NEW

Two video tapes – $18.00 

Michael Pearl teaches from the Word of God on husband and wife relationships. 

Husbands, Love Your WivesHusbands, Love Your WivesHusbands, Love Your WivesHusbands, Love Your Wives 

(Continued from page 11) 

are often lost in the frenzy of 
foolishness and lust. The child is 
swept up in the excitement of a 
carnival existence. When children 
ignore their parents, most parents 
get frustrated and angry. They 
repeat their command several 
times, getting louder and more 
threatening each time. As tension 
and antagonism build, parents 
hope the child will be shocked 
and intimidated into calming 
down and listening. They hope to 
raise the anxiety level of the child 
to the point where it is more 
pleasant to obey than to continue 
with the confrontation. This is 
emotionally sick—pathetic. If it is 
child training, it is the child train-
ing his parents. When a parent is 
prepared and willing to use the 
rod to enforce his word, there is 
never an occasion when tensions 
build and tempers flare. The child 
knows that the parent is going to 
speak once, and if there is not 
immediate obedience, the rod will 
fall. The sure application of the 
rod will sober a child and cause 

him to give very serious thought 
to his conduct and attitude.

♦ The rod purges the 
soul of guilt. 

When a child knows right from 
wrong, yet does wrong, he blames 
himself. This is called guilt. All 
guilt is self-accusation. It is sup-
ported by the condemnation of 
others, especially parents, and by a 
conviction that one has disobeyed 
God.

       However, guilt is not the cul-
prit. Guilt is good, an unavoidable 
act of the mind discriminating 
between good and evil and weigh-
ing one’s self by one’s own stan-
dards. Guilt is to the soul what 
pain is to the body—a warning that 
you are hurting yourself. It means 
you are to refrain from the present 
activity lest you suffer even greater 
hurt. The guilty child feels a 
diminishing sense of worth, along 
with a fear of impending condem-
nation and judgment. His soul feels 
that justice would be served if he 

were to suffer for his sins.  

       The immature mind of a child 
will not consciously reflect upon 
these things, but, just like an adult, 
the guilty child has a compelling 
need to confess his deeds and for-
sake them.  With their inability to 
understand subjective concepts, 
children often get caught in a tan-
gled web of self-blame that robs 
them of the moral energy neces-
sary to put their wrongs behind 
them and move forward. Unre-
solved guilt can become debilitat-
ing, sapping the soul of energy and 
inspiration, drowning one in sor-
row, shame, and fear.  

       There are those who suggest 
that parents should not hold the 
child to standards that will produce 
guilt, but permissiveness will not 
alleviate guilt, for the soul of every 
child unavoidably knows right 
from wrong. If nothing else, chil-
dren will adopt their own standards 
and feel guilty when they fall 
short. Children will blame them-
selves when no one else does. And 

Wife, learn the freedom of 
honoring and ministering 
to your man. You can help 
him become all that God 
intended.
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when no one blames them, they 
lose connection with the only 
authority that can forgive and re-
store. A child cannot subjectively 
forgive himself; he needs forgive-
ness from an objective authority 
that holds the same standards, sees 
the gravity of his offense just as he 
does, and yet can forgive.   

      When a child is bound in self-
blame and low self-esteem, par-
ents are not helpless. God has 
given them the gift of the rod. The 
rod can bring repentance, but it 
goes much deeper than that. The 
rod in the hands of a righteous 
authority will supply the child’s 
soul with that moment of judg-
ment that he feels he so deserves. 
Properly applied, with instruction, 
it will absolve the child of guilt, 
cleanse his soul, and give him a 
fresh start through a confidence 
that all indebtedness is paid. The 
rod meets a psychological need in 
the child’s soul. “The blueness of 
a wound cleanseth away evil: so 
do stripes the inward parts of the 
belly (Prov. 20:30).”  “Inward 
parts of the belly” is a description 
of the physical sensations associ-
ated with guilt. Stripes on the 
back are said to be to the soul 
what the healing blood flow is to 
a wound.

      To the child, a righteous par-
ent is a surrogate god, represent-
ing the rule of law and the bar of 
justice. When the child is yet too 
young to fathom God, he is none-
theless able to relate to his parents 
in the same manner that he will 
later relate to God. The properly 
administered rod is restorative as 
nothing else can be. It is indispen-
sable to the removal of guilt in 
your child. His very conscience 
(nature) demands punishment, 

and the rod supplies the needs of 
his soul, releasing him from his 
guilt and self-condemnation. It is 
the ultimate enforcer, preserving 
the child in authority and disci-
pline until he is old enough to 
submit himself to The Eternal 
God.

       A child can be turned back 
from the road to hell through 
proper chastisement. “Withhold 
not correction from the child: for 
if thou beatest him with the rod, 
he shall not die. Thou shalt beat 
him with the rod, and shalt de-
liver his soul from hell (Prov. 
23:13,14).”

♦ The rod assures the 
child of his parent’s 
love.

“He that spareth his rod hateth his 
son: but he that loveth him chas-
teneth him betimes (Prov. 13:24).”  

“For whom the Lord loveth he 
chasteneth, and scourgeth every 
son whom he receiveth. If ye en-
dure chastening, God dealeth with 
you as with sons; for what son is 
he whom the father chasteneth 
not? But if ye be without chastise-
ment, whereof all are partakers, 
then are ye bastards, and not sons 
(Heb. 12:6-8).”  

       God chastens all his children. 
“No chastening for the present 
seemeth to be joyous, but griev-
ous... (Heb. 12:11).” Our “fathers
of the flesh…chastened us after 
their own pleasure… (Heb. 12:9- 
10).”  The Scripture not only con-
dones physical chastisement but
also promotes it as a means to 
holiness—when administered for 
the son’s “profit.” 

       If God’s love is expressed by 

the “scourging” He gives, then can 
we not love our children enough to 
chasten them unto holiness? I 
heard one rebellious teenager long-
ingly say, “If they only loved me 
enough to whip me.” 

Recently, a mother told us 
that after cracking down on her 
children with consistent use of the 
rod, one child thanked God for 
making his mama sweeter. The 
increased spankings had reduced 
disobedience, causing the child to 
be more in harmony with his 
mother. He interpreted this to be a 
sweeter mother, for three spank-
ings a day are much less stressful 
than fifty scowls of disapproval. 
So we see that it is God’s love for 
us that motivates his acts of chas-
tisement. 

♦ The rod allows the 
child to start over. It 
brings closure to the 
conflict and tension. 

“Now no chastening for the pres-
ent seemeth to be joyous, but 
grievous: nevertheless afterward 
it yieldeth the peaceable fruit of 
righteousness unto them which 
are exercised thereby (Heb. 
12:11).” 

A child that has been timely and 
properly chastened for his offense 
will be purged of his guilt and 
will feel that he has paid his due 
and that the court is satisfied. He 
will stop running, knowing that he 
is no longer a lawbreaker in jeop-
ardy of the parental court or the 
court of public opinion. He will 
feel secure, knowing that his little 
universe is well managed, being 
run by the just rule of law. With 
all indebtedness paid and all guilt 
addressed, the child can start 
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over, knowing that he is in favor 
with the authorities. “Correct thy 
son, and he shall give thee rest; 
yea, he shall give delight unto thy 
soul (Prov. 29:17).” The proper 
application of the rod will bring 
peace and righteousness to a 
child. David said of God’s chas-
tisement, “Thy rod and thy staff 
they comfort me (Psalm 23:4).” 

God commands parents 
to use the rod in training 
their children. 
• “Chasten thy son while there 

is hope, and let not thy soul 
spare for his crying (Prov. 
19:18).”  

• “He that spareth his rod 
hateth his son: but he that 
loveth him chasteneth him 
betimes (Prov. 13:24).”  

• “Foolishness is bound in the 
heart of a child; but the rod of 
correction shall drive it far 
from him (Prov. 22:15).”  

• “Withhold not correction from 
the child: for if thou beatest 
him with the rod, he shall not 
die, Thou shalt beat him with 
the rod, and shalt deliver his 
soul from hell (Prov. 23:13-
14).” 

• “The rod and reproof give 
wisdom: but a child left to 
himself bringeth his mother to 
shame (Prov. 29:15).”  

• “In the lips of him that hath 
understanding wisdom is 
found: but a rod is for the 
back of him that is void of 
u n d e r s t a n d i n g  ( P r o v . 
10:13).” 

We do not believe God would 
command us to do something that 

is wrong. He has commanded us 
to chasten our children with a rod. 
When it comes to a choice of 
obeying God or the misinformed 
authorities, we must say with the 
apostle, “We ought to obey God 
rather than men (Acts 5:29).” 

God represents himself 
as using the rod on his 
children.
• “Thou shalt also consider in 

thine heart, that, as a man 
chasteneth his son, so the 
LORD thy God chasteneth 
thee (Deut. 8:5).” 

• “If his children forsake my 
law, and walk not in my judg-
ments; If they break my stat-
utes, and keep not my com-
mandments;  Then will I visit 
their transgression with the 
rod, and their iniquity with 
stripes. Nevertheless my lov-
ingkindness will I not utterly 
take from him, nor suffer my 
faithfulness to fail. (Psalm 
89:30-33).” 

• “As many as I love, I rebuke 
and chasten: be zealous there-
fore, and repent (Rev. 3:19).” 

• “For whom the Lord loveth he 
chasteneth, and scourgeth 
every son whom he receiveth 
(Heb. 12:6).” 

• “I will be his father, and he 
shall be my son. If he commit 
iniquity, I will chasten him 
with the rod of men, and with 
the stripes of the children of 
men (2 Sam. 7:14).”  

• And that servant, which knew 
his lord’s will, and prepared 
not himself, neither did ac-
cording to his will, shall be 

beaten with many stripes. But 
he that knew not, and did 
commit things worthy of 
stripes, shall be beaten with 
few stripes. For unto whom-
soever much is given, of him 
shall be much required: and 
to whom men have committed 
much, of him they will ask the 
more (Luke 12:47-48).”  

Since God chastens his children 
and commands parents to do the 
same, to stand against it is to 
stand against God. Those who are 
philosophically opposed to the 
use of the rod are opposing God. 

The Bible speaks of the 
positive virtues produced 
by use of the rod. 
• “Correct thy son, and he shall 

give thee rest; yea, he shall 
give delight unto thy soul
(Prov. 29: 17).” 

• “The rod and reproof give 
wisdom (Prov. 29:15).”

• “…for thou art with me; thy 
rod and thy staff they comfort 
me (Psalm 23:4).”  

• “ For they verily for a few 
days chastened us after their 
own pleasure; but he for our 
profit, that we might be par-
takers of his holiness.  Now 
no chastening for the present 
seemeth to be joyous, but 
grievous: nevertheless after-
ward it yieldeth the peaceable 
fruit of righteousness unto 
them which are exercised 
thereby (Heb. 12:10-11).” 

• “It is good for me that I have 
been afflicted; that I might 
learn thy statutes (Psalm 
119:71).” 

(Continued on page 17) 
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Dear Broken Hearted, 

      Your letter was truly sad. We 
receive so many letters similar to 
yours. We do want to help. I pray 
that what I say will direct you to 
healing. I read your letter to my 
17-year-old daughter, Shoshanna 
and to Lora, a visiting 19-year-old 
girl. I asked them, “What is it that 
makes some families prosper in 
the Lord and others crumble when 
their children get older?” Both 
girls said that if Mama and Daddy 
manifest peace, joy, and love in 
their relationship, all the older 
kids will respect them and will 
desire to have the same when they 
marry.  

      We are all drawn to cheerful, 
loving people. Mama has to honor 
Daddy. Daddy needs to respond 
by growing into a loving husband. 
This is the soil where the roots of 
good families develop. When a 
tomato plant lacks a mineral in 

the soil, the plant might grow tall 
and green like it’s counterpart, 
and the fruit might be large, but, 
as it ripens, the fruit begins to rot. 
So many families have the late rot 
disease. They have kept up the 
outward appearance all those 
years as the children grew to be 
adults, but one day the children 
got tired of the charades and went 
out to do what had been in their 
hearts all along. When a farmer 
has planted, watered, weeded, 
fertilized, and cultivated his gar-
den, the sudden appearance of 
rotten fruit is terribly disappoint-
ing. When parents have raised a 
child and discover rottenness, 
they feel like complete failures, 
for they know there will not be a 
next season.

       Begin by searching the Scrip-
ture concerning a husband and 
wife. View our husband and wife 
videos. Learn to abide in a state of 
good will toward your spouse. 
Stop picking the gnat from your 

spouse’s eye, and work on the 
boulder in your own. Don’t take 
personal offense. Become one 
flesh, one mind. Then go to your 
children and tell them you have 
failed, that you have missed 
God’s will as a couple. Tell them 
that you are rekindling your love. 
Let them view our husband and 
wife videos with you. Mother, 
listen to the “Hidden Woman” 
tape with your daughters 
(available free upon request), and 
let them see your broken heart 
and your determined, joyful spirit 
to obey God.  

      If you are morally earnest, a 
new biblical understanding will 
change your heart and your life. 
Children are ready to forgive 
when they see broken, repentant 
parents. We have sometimes 
given out questionnaires to the 
teens in attendance at our semi-
nars. When asked what change 
they would like to see in their 

(Continued on page 18) 

Parents get blasted by older children  

Debi Answers 

Pearls, 

I am writing to you about the distress in our family. My husband and I met at Bible college and have 
now been married for 21 years. We have eleven children, ages 3 - 21years. There is also a new baby on 
the way in November. Our main troubles started last year when our oldest daughter left home and went 
totally away from the way we brought her up. Our home has reached the point where my husband and I 
feel totally defeated. When we have to correct one of the children, we get blasted from all the older chil-
dren, and it is always turned around on my husband and me. I truly used to love being a parent, but lately I 
find no joy in it at all. How can we get back control of our home before this situation ruins our marriage 
completely? We have been getting your newsletters for the last two years, and they are such an encour-
agement, but I just don't know how we can turn things around to get them where they need to be. My hus-
band and I took a drive yesterday, and we both just wept about the condition of our home and how our 
children seem to respect us so little. We truly feel so defeated, but we have been praying desperately that 
God would somehow show us what we need to do to make our relationship with our children better. We 
still have so many young children in our home. We pray we can turn things around and get them right. If 
you would be able to help us, we would be very thankful. 

His Servants, 

Broken Hearted 



NO GREATER JOY * BY MICHAEL & DEBI PEARL * 1000 PEARL ROAD, PLEASANTVILLE, TN 37033 

No Greater Joy                    Page 17 

(Continued from page 15) 

It worked in time past.  
Fifty years ago, when the rod was 
standard procedure at school as 
well as at home, there were no 
school shootings, suicides, or 
disruptive classrooms. I went 
through 17 years of schooling in 
the nineteen-fifties and sixties and 
never saw one example of teacher 
disrespect. When a teacher said, 
“Be quiet,” everyone got quiet. 
Back then the board of education 
didn’t complain about too little 
money to control the students; the 
shop teacher made the boards and 
the teachers applied them to our 
backsides. We all knew that the 
words of the teachers were very 
serious indeed. They spoke with 
power, and it evoked fear in the 
reckless and self-willed. Under 
that discipline, children were 
happier and more secure.  

      Today’s politically correct 
approach to child training has 
now been tried long enough for us 
to know that it absolutely does not 
work. The proper application of 
the rod has worked for the nation 
of Israel and for Christians for the 
past 2,000 years. From strictly an 
empirical standpoint, application 
of the rod makes sense.  

       If a study of various children 
could be honestly conducted by 
objective observers, we have the 
utmost confidence that those who 
believe as we do and practice the 
Biblical application of the rod 
would by far have the best be-
haved, most emotionally stable, 
bright, and creative kids of any 
group on the face of the earth. As 
Jesus said, “wisdom is justified of 
all her children (Luke 7:35).” 

       If you knew us, if you spent 
time in our homes, if you spoke 
with our children and went with 
them into public places, you could 
not help but admit that our children 
are outstanding in every way. We 
are the best examples of parenting. 
If you remove our children from 
our homes, you should be aware of 
Jesus’ words, “It is impossible but 
that offences will come: but woe 
unto him, through whom they 
come! It were better for him that a 
millstone were hanged about his 
neck, and he cast into the sea, than 
that he should offend one of these 
little ones (Luke 17:1-2).”

       There are several additional 
things that need to be addressed for 
this treatise to be complete. In the 
next issue we will discuss tech-
nique, attitude of the trainer, age 
limits, the nature of real abuse, 
what to do when you see it occur-
ring, legal ramifications, etc.  

My Mama Adores my Daddy 

Four-year-old Amy 
said to me last Saturday, “Can I 
take a vitamin C to Trajan (2 
years old)?” 
 “Trajan is not here today. His 
mama did not come to work.”  
“Why?” says Amy.  
“Because today is Saturday and 
Trajan does not come to work on 
Saturday. Does your daddy work 
on Saturday?” 
 “No, but sometimes he does. But 
it is terrible when he has to work, 
because my mama likes him to be 
with her.”
“Your mama really likes your 
daddy, hun?” 
 “Oh yes, my mama just adores 
my daddy. You know what I am 
going to do when I grow up? I’m 
going to get married.” 
“Yep, and I bet you are going to 
adore your husband, too.” 
 “Yep, I sure will. Mama Deb, 
would you like to be my flower 
girl, or will you be an old lady 
when I get married?”  

Precepts, principles, studies, lec-
tures and good training cannot 
accomplish what example can. It 
starts with Mom and Dad. 
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your foundation on the rock. But 
if you obey God, you will see 
more than just restoration. In 
time, when your children come to 
believe that this is not just a stage 
you are going through, but that 
you are really sincere, ask them to 
listen to our tapes on child train-
ing and to help you get control 
over the habits the younger ones 
are developing.  

We will pray for you that 
God will restore what the locusts 
have eaten.  

Debi Pearl 

(Continued from page 16) 

homes, they are nearly unanimous 
in saying something to the effect,  
“I want my parents to be happy 
with each other. I want my mom 
to treat my dad with respect. I 
want my dad to stop being so 
mad. I want my parents to love 
each other.” Out of the mouth of 
babes….

It took many years to 
build your house on sandy 
ground, it will take a while to get 

Parents Blasted 

Dear Pastor Pearl,  

I wrote to you sometime back and told you about my struggle with 
the sin of lusting after women. You sent me your tape commentar-
ies of Romans 1-8. Well, God has worked a great work in my life, 
and the tapes have certainly been a part of it. I have not lusted any 
in 6 weeks. It has to be of God, because I know if it were up to me I 
would have given in already. It finally hit home to me that I am free 
from sin, that I don’t have to struggle, and that God certainly does 
not want me to live a pathetic, mediocre life. I also read a good 
book called Every Man’s Battle. Though they are not KJV friendly, 
the authors made some good practical points that helped me. 
Through God’s grace he opened my eyes to what an utter hypo-
crite I had become and how I was letting him down and everyone 
close to me in my life. After all, I’m a pastor! What right do I have to 
preach to someone else when I have a secret sin in my life? God 
showed me in a frightening dream one night that I had denied him 
one too many times, and that it was time to start living what I 
preached. Thank you for the tapes.  

Sincerely,  

A Pastor 

Pastor walks in victory 

Please continue your work. This is what I needed. I was brought 
up and taught to use the rod, but it was mostly used in anger. I 
was taught to be cheerful and happy, but only outside the home. 
At home everyone was angry, overworked, irritable, lied, hit, de-
graded, only to mention a few. Thankfully I married a kind, consid-
erate, firm husband.  

God bless you. L & J 

Dear Mr. Pearl,  

Thank you so much for 
speaking the truth! We 
love To Train Up A Child
and look forward to No 
Greater Joy newsletter. 
Please add our name to 
the list. We have become 
so tired of “seeker sensi-
tiveness” and Christians 
who are afraid to offend 
others through preaching 
Biblical principles. We 
are glad you and others 
are not afraid to tell it like 
the Bible says.  

Rebekah  

German version 
of To Train Up A Child is
available.  
Please Note!!
If you want one copy, our 
office has a limited supply 
and can furnish one copy per 
household for $6.00 plus 
SH. For quantities of 2 
books or more, order from: 

Thomas Castellaw 

 Rohrbacher Str 106 

 69181 Leimen, GERMANY 
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No book is more needed in our 
day than the book of Galatians. 
Learn why Biblical Sabbath 
keeping, whether it be Saturday 
or Sunday, is not the will of God. 
The movement to adopt Jewish 
culture, dress, worship, music, 
and doctrine is a wholesale 
denial of Jesus Christ. Many are 
“falling from grace.” Don’t be 
among them. 

Six tapes in a vinyl 
album $18.00

Alabama Child Training Semi-The Church at Cane Creek
1000 Pearl Road, Pleasantville, 

TAP

SID

The Book of Galatians 
Michael Pearl 

The Church at Cane Creek 
1000 Pearl Road, Pleasantville, TN, 37033

Before you write
seeking answers for your own 
unique issues, read the two 
books: No Greater Joy Vol-
ume One & No Greater Joy 
Volume Two. In them you 
will find over 200 pages of 
answers to questions we re-
ceived in the mail between 
1994 and 1998. Also listen to 
the Mail Bag tapes. Some 
think it most helpful. 

A Tradition
By Laura Barb 

One thing that has become a 
“Barb tradition” is when Dad 
drives down the driveway, 
the first person to see him 
yells out, “I saw Daddy 
first!” and we all drop what 
we are doing to run out and 
greet him.  Even the dog has 
caught on with the tradition 
and runs to the car to get its 
hello!  It makes my dad’s day 
to come home to a family that 
is excited and happy to see 
him, and to have his children 
come running with smiling 
faces.  I do not view myself 
as too old to participate, even 
though I am 19 years old, 
because I see the value in 
building my dad up in the 
small things as well.  My 
mom has been an excellent 
example to me as a loving 
wife who is excited as a little 
girl to see her husband come 
home after a long day at 
work. 

Dear Michael Pearl,       

I just wanted to say THANK YOU! for the child-training seminar in 
Fremont, MI. My husband and I were both really grateful we could 
attend, and appreciated your sense of humor. We both wish we had 
had all the information you offered years ago. We have 7 kids, ages 
13-20. We have been implementing your ideas on conducting train-
ing sessions. Instead of getting angry, we say to each other, “Oh, I 
guess it’s time for another training session.” Many times, it is imple-
mented because of things done in a half-hazard way or being just 
plain lazy. For instance, our 13-year-old son has had the job of doing 
the trash for at least 4 years. Every Monday he gathers the trash and 
sets it out on the curb. He is “supposed” to put bags in all the cans 
and dump the kitchen trash morning and evening. Needless to say, 
the job never gets done right, so whenever we see he has slopped 
his way through it we just smile and train for 10 or 15 minutes. 

   All the kids think we have gone nuts, and laugh during the training 
time, which makes us laugh also. Our 15-year-old son kept laughing 
at several of the other kids during their training sessions, but when 
his turn came, he found it wasn’t quite as funny. Things are slowly 
but surely taking a different direction around here. Thanks for re-
minding us to enjoy our children. 

   Also, the kids have been watching the To Train Up A Child videos. 
It really surprised me because they usually shy away from anything 
like that. 

   You have through your teaching made child rearing much more 
basic and simple and do-able. I would read child-rearing books 
(Christian) and could never remember the 10 steps to solve each 
problem or attitude. It was always very frustrating to me, so I would 
just give up. 

   God’s ways are not complicated and hard to understand. I guess 
we just make them that way. 

Thanks again!   Mrs. J.C. 
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When you are in Eureka Springs, Arkansas…. 
Dear Mike and Debi,  

   We recently took a vacation to celebrate our anniversary. We decided to go to Eureka Springs, AR. While 
there, we happened upon a restaurant called CC Cinnamon. As we were waiting in line, a young man about 
12 years old came up to us and asked if he could help us get our order. He was very polite, stood at com-
plete attention—eye contact, responsive. I knew by the picture on the wall that this young man was the son 
of the owner. When we arrived at the counter there was another face from the picture—a polite young lady. 
My husband and I noticed how well they got along. They were helpful to each other and spoke kindly to the 
other. No eye rolling—none of that “it’s not MY job.” I commented to the owner on the behavior of his chil-
dren, and he pointed me to your book To Train Up A Child. He said for me to look it over while we ate, and if 
I liked it I could buy it. He attributed his children’s behavior to God first, and second to the knowledge he 
gained from your book. I bought all 3 of your books. Your books make complete sense to me.  

   My son was born mad. He screamed all the time. At 6 months old he would crawl to the door and beat his 
head against the wall because he was mad that his daddy left to go to work. I tried all the different things the 
many other books said to do. Nothing worked. I have much tying strings to do with him. My daughter was 
born pleasant, but the sudden outbursts of “NO I will not!” shocked us. Our marriage has been rocky. I ma-
nipulated my husband through my tears and fits. Praise God; I know damage is done, but God is working on 
us. God will prevail. I have cried and prayed through this whole letter. Even as I wrote, I had lights go on in 
my head. I have a new, clearer plan for myself as a mother and wife.  

V. M. 

Dear Reader, This was only a short part of her letter. I was impressed as I read the letter that this family had a 
great need and it was through the obedience of a 12-year-old boy that they discovered truth. This mother has a 
learning, open heart, ready to seek the Lord. She only needed someone to show the way. The obedience of this boy 
most likely saved this marriage and will impact these children all their lives. People often write and ask us how 
they can tell other people without causing offense. Smile and smile some more. Be enthusiastic and thrilled at your 
product. People are angered by sober critics, not by overly enthusiastic salesmen. If you have GOOD NEWS—
share it with everyone. If some do get mad, you will know you were right in your evaluation of their need.    

Dear Michael and Debi, 

     I am ordering books from 
you a second time to fulfill the 
requests of my class mem-
bers. I am graduating from 
Faulkner University on May 5, 
with my BS in Management of 
Human Resources. The last 
set of books I ordered I used 
for my thesis. I questioned 
twelve families on their child 
training techniques. Most of 
them were practicing behav-

iors that were contrary to that 
recommended in To Train Up 
A Child. I then gave all of them 
your book to read and gave 
them two months to implement 
the child training techniques 
outlined in your book. After-
wards I gave them an identical 
questionnaire to answer. There 
were two mothers that showed 
no improvement because they 
disagreed with spanking. All 
the other mothers showed 

significant improvement in 
their children’s behavior and 
were delighted. After present-
ing my class and instructor 
with my thesis and the results 
of my study I had several re-
quests for your book. Thank 
you for sharing your wisdom 
with all of us. We have truly 
overcome the world through 
the blood of the Lamb and the 
word of our testimony.     

Sheila McKee 

Scientific study conducted on Biblical 
child training methods



To Betroth or Not to Betroth brings objectivity back to a subject that has run afoul of Biblical truth. With 
the destructiveness and evil that come out of the modern recreational dating game, many have panicked and 
jumped into the “safe zone” of a betrothal system so tightly regulated it creates a whole new set of dangers. 
This booklet takes a look at every verse in the Bible where the word “betroth” is used. No Greater Joy Minis-
tries has received hundreds of letters from thankful parents who were relieved to be out from under the man 
made rules of betrothal as taught by some. Let the Word of God be your guide and allow the Holy Spirit to lead 
your children to the spouse God has for them. 

The Church at Cane Creek 
1000 PEARL ROAD 
PLEASANTVILLE, TN 37033 

May-July 2001
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To Betroth To Betroth To Betroth To Betroth 
orororor

Not to BetrothNot to BetrothNot to BetrothNot to Betroth

By Michael Pearl

That is the question!

Pornography

Road to Hell

By Michael Pearl

Two New Booklets! 
Michael and Debi Pearl have received much mail 
describing the destructiveness of pornography in 
homeschool families. Even preachers have written 
begging for help, confessing that they have used 
pornography off and on since they were teenagers. 
Michael addressed this issue head on, calling sin-
ners to repentance. Since publishing this article, No 
Greater Joy Ministries has received many letters 
testifying of victory over this damning sin. We now 
make it available in pocket size so you can distrib-
ute them freely.  

Just .75 cents each or .50 cents 
each in quantities of 25 or more. 




