
“I HA
THAT M

No Greater JoyNo Greater Joy

BEGINNING WITH WORDS page 3   QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS page 5 



www.NoGreaterJoy.org / No Greater Joy Ministries Inc.2

contents
All Scripture taken 

from the Authorized 
Version (King James) 

Holy Bible

No Greater Joy is a bimonthly  
publication by No Greater Joy 
Ministries, Inc., a non-profi t 
organization dedicated to the 
advancement of the gospel 
of Jesus Christ in America 
and in those countries where 
Christ is least known.  A free 
subscription is available by 
writing to the address below 
or by visiting our website.  
Your questions and comments 
are welcomed.  Please send 
them to the address below.

This material is copyrighted 
by Michael and Debi Pearl.  
Permission for the reprint 
of single articles is granted 
based on the following con-
ditions:
1. The article must be printed 
in its entirety.
2. No more than one article 
per publication.
3. Complete recognition must 
be given as to the source.
4. Every reprint must include 
suffi cient information for the 
reader to subscribe to No 
Greater Joy.
5. No copyright privileges are 
conveyed by reprinting any 
portion of this publication. 
6. This license to reprint may 
be revoked for anyone abus-
ing this privilege to reprint.
7. This license is in force until 
the printing of a public state-
ment otherwise. 

No Greater Joy 
Ministries Inc.

1000 Pearl Road
Pleasantville, TN 37033

July - August 2003
Vol. 9 No. 4

Beginning with Words
by Rebekah Joy Anast

3

For many, “school” 
is the main focus in 
“homeschooling.” As 
for me, “home” is most 
important.

7

Rebekah Joy (Pearl) Anast, daughter of Michael and Debi 
Pearl, contributes the 2 leading articles of this issue.

(On the Cover)
Victoria Noel, daughter of the teacher of the missions school Dewayne and 

his wife Deanna Noel.

Long before our children begin “school,” they are developing a 
propensity to learn. If that desire to learn is thwarted or denied, 
sadly, it may whither and die.

Michael and Debi Pearl answer many of the most frequent 
questions from our readers.

Questions and Answers 

Homeschooling 
as a way of life

by Michael and Debi Pearl

A smile and a cheerful word is 
the best bait for catching the 

heart of a child.

by Rebekah Joy Anast

3

5



BEGINNING
WITH WORDS

www.NoGreaterJoy.org / No Greater Joy Ministries Inc. 3 

BY REBEKAH JOY ANAST, AUTHOR OF “REBEKAH’S DIARY”

For weeks now, my 

two-year-old has had 

the obnoxious habit 

of repeating himself 

over and over. At 

fi rst I continued to 

answer him patiently– 

the same answer 

ten times in a row. 

Next, I resorted to 
ignoring him; but 

the  questioning went on. 
Finally, I threatened to 
spank him if he kept 
asking the same question 
after he had already 
received the answer. Then, 
one day he asked me a 
question that did not need 
an answer – and then asked 
it again in a different way: 
“I see no stars up there, 
Mom?” “Mom, do I see no 
stars up there?”

      A light went on in my brain. I began to recall 
my own experiences with language learning in 
Papua, New Guinea. Could my two-year-old 
possibly be cognizant enough to be learning 
his fi rst language in such a structured manner? 
So, for the fi rst time, instead of answering his 
question, “I don’t know whether you see any 
stars or not, Joe,” I repeated his phrase back 
to him with the proper grammar: “I don’t see 
any stars up there, Mom.” He looked at me 
with absolute delight and jumped up and down 
yelling, “I don’t see any stars up there, Mom! 
I don’t see any stars up there, Mom!” The next 
few days were an intense learning session. 
Joseph’s ability to talk grew by leaps and 
bounds. He questioned me continually; and now, 
instead of answering what had appeared to be 
dumb questions, I would carefully articulate the 
grammar and phonetics of a whole exchange for 
him. He repeated after me until he could say it 
all properly without coaching. 
Joe: “You got to wash a dishes, Mom?”
Mom: “Do you need to wash the dishes, Mom?”
Joe: “Do you need to wash the dishes, Mom?”
Mom: “Yes, Joseph, I need to wash the dishes. 

Would you like to help me?”
Joe: “Like to help me?”
Mom: “I would like to help you, Mom.”
Joe: “I would like to help you, Mom.”
His affection for me became hilariously dear. 
We were close before, but now we had become 
best buddies in just a few hours. I was suddenly 
the only person in the world who could tell him 
exactly what he wanted to know. My curiosity 
was aroused; did all toddlers face this problem? 
I began to listen in Wal-Mart and at the bank 
when I went to town. What I heard was different 
levels of understanding. Some children seemed 
to be under the impression that there wasn’t 
necessarily a correct way to speak. Perhaps it 
was because the adults in their lives simply 
repeated their baby-talk back to them, thinking 
it cute. Other children had obviously discovered 
the truth and were in various stages of learning 
from their oblivious teachers. I can empathize 
with these kids in their efforts to learn a 
language from a clueless adult.
       I spent two years among the Kumboi people 
of Papua, New Guinea. Most of that time was 
spent on linguistics and translation. I squatted 
for hours in the smoke-fi lled cook-house in 
the center of our village, practicing the words 
I learned and trying to pick up new ones. The 
villagers loved to hear me talk. It amused 
them to hear a grown person falter and slur 
words, just like their toddlers. I encountered 
the same problem my Joseph often does when 
my Kumboi friends failed to repeat correctly 
the words I said. Their fi rst response was to 
say them the same poor way I had, because it 
sounded funny to them.
       Among my friends was a young married 
girl from one of the most remote and uncivilized 
villages in the region. She was often teased for 
forgetting to wear a shirt or comb the debris out 
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of her hair in the morning. When I 
fi rst came, Natalin did not speak the 
trade language at all, but could only 
speak the local tribal language. Yet 
Natalin was my favorite language 
helper above all the others. She 
was a natural teacher. When I said 
a word incorrectly, Natalin did not 
think it was funny; she must have 
understood the frustration of not 
being able to communicate. Her 
response to me was always swift 
and loud. With perfect enunciation 
and tones, Natalin would repeat 
the desired word or phrase for me 
the way it “should” be said. Even 
today, seven years later, I can hear 
her voice ringing in my head. She 

would bob her head at me, directing 
me to keep repeating after her until I 
spoke the phrase to her satisfaction. 
Next, this unlearned, but brilliant 
teacher would pick up an object 
from the dirt fl oor and begin an 
instructive conversation in which I 
would have to use my new phrase 
correctly.
       Natalin made me excited about 
learning a language. Her focus was 
never on my inabilities, but rather 
on the task at hand. I not only 
learned Kumboi from Natalin; I 
learned how to teach as well.
Like every good mother, I tend 
to think that my children are 
exceptional. I imagine them orating 

to thousands and awing them with 
their eloquence. But this week has 
been enlightening for me. I look at 
little children with different eyes, 
or I should say, I hear them with 
different ears!
       Long before our children begin 
“school,” they are developing a 
propensity to learn. If that desire 
to learn is thwarted or denied, 
sadly, may whither and die. If it 
is cultivated and cared for, it will 
doubtless grow. I have often said 
that homeschooling is a way of life; 
a way of learning. Now I believe 
that teaching is a way of life as well.      
  

Rebekah Joy Anast is 
the fi rstborn daughter 
of Michael and Debi 
Pearl and the wife of 
Gabriel Anast. Their 
son Joseph Courage is 
two years old, and their 
daughter Ryshoni Joy 
was born on April 22,  
2003. The Anasts live 
in Gallup, New Mexico.
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Dear Michael Pearl,

I wanted to thank you for the tapes you sent to us.  After listening to Romans, my head is
still spinning, and for once in my life I think I am beginning to understand the fi nished work of
Christ. You took Paul‛s writings and tied them in a nice bow. I do not know how I missed it before
and overlooked the straightforward teachings of the Scripture. It‛s amazing how much false
doctrine is in mainstream Christianity. When I challenged anyone here on staff in this ministry
on the pop-doctrines, I feel I was looked upon as a heretic. Thank you for your honesty and
dedication to teach the word of God and not the theology of man. Pray that I speak the word
with boldness and that I comprehend and communicate the gospel correctly.

Nathan
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Different techniques to Control Parents
Case 1

Case 2

Michael Answers
Dear Mama,

Since you admit that you have 
rewarded her behavior with fewer 
spankings, we must admit, she won—to 
her detriment. She’s not stupid. 
Spankings hurt. Your weak actions have 
strengthened her resolve and confi rmed 
to her that she can limit your discipline.

Children (as well as adults) throw 
fi ts as a means of controlling the actions 
of others. Your daughter screams and 
runs away because it works in reducing 
the pain. If throwing a fi t caused more 
pain—not less—the child would wisely 
stop throwing fi ts. If running away from 
sweet, tender Mama with a little-bitty 
switch meant running into a lion, she 
would welcome the switch as her savior. 
When you make resistance not only 
futile but contrary to her best interests, 
she will stop resisting.

Likewise, pouting is an expression 
of anger, designed to control those 
at whom it is directed. Children do 
it because it gets results—attention, 
compromise, and negotiation. Parents 

say of a pouty child, “I don’t want to
upset her.” “Leave her alone; don’t 
get her started again.” When parents 
organize and manage a child so that 
pouting is counterproductive, the child 
will take up smiling as a method of 
getting her way.

When she screams or fl ees, calmly 
follow through by physically subduing 
her. Sit on her, if you have to, and 
slowly explain that you will not tolerate 
this resistance. Explain in a normal tone 
(She will eventually stop screaming and 
listen) that you are going to give her, 
say, fi ve licks for the original offense 
and an additional two licks for the fi t. 
Slowly apply the fi ve licks, counting 
out loud. When I say slowly, I mean 
with a thirty second gap between each 
lick and a calm explanation to the 
screaming child that you are not the 
least impressed except that you are 
going to spank harder and she still 
gets the additional two licks plus one 
more for her ongoing screaming. When 
you have fi nally arrived at fi ve well- 
anticipated and carefully counted licks, 
say, “OK, your spanking is over; that 

is the fi ve licks you got for hitting your 
brother, but now I must give you two 
more for trying to run away.” Give her 
one lick and say, “Now, that is one of 
the licks for running away; you have 
one more coming.” Give the second 
lick, and then calmly and slowly explain 
that all her licks are over now, except 
for the one additional lick she incurred 
for continuing to scream during the 
spanking. After you have fi nished, tell 
her that you are going to let her up now, 
if she stops screaming, otherwise you 
are going to give her one additional lick. 
If she stops, or at least makes a great 
effort to, then you have won. You may 
never have to go through this horrible 
time again. But, if she is continuing to 
scream in defi ance, you have the option 
of continuing to warn and spank, or of 
ceasing here with a parting warning: 
“Next time you better not run and throw 
a fi t; for if you do, you will only get 
more licks and harder ones.”

Finally, if you are not going to 
be consistent, give up now; don’t 

continued on page 10

Dear Pearls,

My 4-year-old has a big problem when she needs to get spanked. She bucks, screams as
loud as she can, turns red, and thrashes around. It is unbelievable how she acts, and it
is very tiring. Consequently, she gets fewer spankings. She is usually a good kid except
when she is pouty.
Seeking wise counsel,
Mama

Hi Mike and Debi,

I have a question about my 3-year-old. When my husband or I need to speak to her
about her bad behavior she seems to become what I would describe as scared/shy/
distant. She stands with one shoulder lifted to her chin and her chin pushed down
into her shoulder, looking up at us as if we are going to give her the world‛s worst
rebuking. I sense anger or resentment on her part. We are consistent to restore
fellowship with her, and I do not believe she is reacting to us because of fear
from our anger, because we address issues in a calm fashion. We have two younger
children, and we want to get this problem addressed before it refl ects on them.

Kim
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To Train up a Child
From successful parents, learn how to bring 
joy and peace into your home. The emphasis 
is on training a child before the need to 
discipline arises. Come to understand the 
difference between training and discipline.  
108pg. Book 8610-10  $5.00
Audio version read by Michael Pearl.
3 Cassettes 8610-40  $10.00

No Greater Joy 
Volume 2
Let your children listen to great bedtime 
stories. Covers the subjects of rowdy boys, 
homeschooling, grief, and much more.
106pg. Book  6235-10  $5.00
Audio version read by Michael Pearl.
3 Cassettes 6235-40  $10.00

No Greater Joy 
Volume 3
Children learn wisdom and enjoy listening to 
the stories as you read to them volumes 1, 2, and 
3. Covers the subjects of marriage relationships 
and how it affects children, joy, much more.
103pg. Book     6240-10    $5.00
Audio version read by Michael Pearl.
3 Cassettes     6240-40  $10.00

By Divine Design
Michael Pearl discusses questions that 
trouble many and that few dare to ask 
regarding man as a creation of God and 
his intentions for mankind. God desired 
persons with whom he can fellowship.
85pg. Book        2330-10  $5.00

Para Entrenar a Un 
Niño
Spanish Translation of the book To 
Train Up A Child.
102pg. Book     8610-12  $5.00

Rebekah’s Diary
Rebekah Pearl, daughter of Michael and Debi 
Pearl, tells the awesome story of God’s guidance 
and protection as she, a 22 year old girl, all 
alone, where no white person had ever been, 
adapted to a primitive culture.
106pg. Book       6810-10  $5.00

All books on this page except Repentance are 
based on the price break-down below.

  1 - 7 Copies of any one book  $5.00 each
  8 - 99 Copies of any one book  $3.00 each 
  100 or more of any one book  $2.50 each

Use blank order form on back to order.

No Greater Joy Volume 1
Reprints of the fi rst two years of No Greater 
Joy articles. Covers the subjects: sibling rivalry, 
pouting, bad attitudes, and much more.
104pg. Book      6230-10  $5.00
Audio version read by Michael Pearl.
3 Cassettes     6230-40  $10.00

Michael Pearl takes his readers through 
a refreshing journey of Biblical texts 
showing that God designed marriage to be 
the context of erotic pleasure. The world 
and the devil have attempted to make the 
subject of sex their domain. No longer. 
82pg. Book   4125-10    $5.00

Holy SexRepentance
When the Bible warns a sinner to repent, 
what is the nature of that repentance? 
Michael Pearl examines all 112 uses of 
‘repent’ in the KJV. Designed to put hearts 
at rest in Christ and correct error.
8 or more copies $2.75 each
44pg. Book                 
8120-10  $4.00

BOOKS BY MICHAEL PEARL[ ]
If you are new to our ministry, order this book fi rst.
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Math
A fi ve-gallon plastic jug sat just inside 
Mom and Dad’s bedroom door for  
years. All our extra pocket change 
was added to the jug. When it got 
al
d
w
st

pennies than anything else. Not many 
dimes or quarters were discarded 
into the jug. It took all evening to 
count up those pennies and nickels 
into neat little piles and slide them 
into brown paper rolls It took a long

speaking. I told him my story. On 
Saturday morning after the pancakes, 
we all plopped down on the worn-out 
couch in the living room. We pulled 

Homeschooling as a Homeschooling as a 
Way of LifeWay of Life

“Hello, Rebekah, theeis iz yer mama... I luv you... Would you lak to sing thuh ABC song with me, 
Rebekah? Heyeer we go...A B C D E F G....” My friends looked at me with envy as I rewound the 
cassette tape to play it again. I was fi ve years old and had a cassette tape of my mama’s voice talking 
to me in a deep southern accent. I also had a cassette with mama teaching the phonics chart, and one 
with the “times tables.” I was well stocked. My homeschool curriculum had been personalized.

by Rebekah 
Joy Anast
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out our Bibles and found the book 
of Proverbs. What day was it...the 
ninth? Wisdom hath builded her 
house.… Standing in the corner that 
served as our stage and podium, we 
took turns holding our Bible with 
one hand so as to leave the other free 
for gesturing. Then, with a raised 
and projected voice we each read 
our verse aloud, making as much eye 
contact as possible, and enunciating 
our words clearly. If one mumbled 
or slumped, that one was asked to 
try again. Reading ability was rarely 
commented on – we all knew that it 
would improve over time. The real 
test was comprehension and stage 
appeal. Once the verse was read, the 
reader would exposit the meaning 
as they understood it. The rest of 
us would comment; is that what it 
meant, or did it mean this...? The 
youngest kids were aided by an older 
one or by Mom, right down to the 
three-year-old who could do nothing 
more than grin happily over the edge 
of the Bible and announce proudly 
that her verse was “about God.”

Thinking
My mother rarely impresses people 
as being an intellectual. But I am 
absolutely convinced she is one of 
the best teachers on the planet. Mom 
taught as continually as she breathed. 
She counted everything aloud in a 
singsong voice; steps, apples, money, 
fence posts. We saw the world in 
numbers because Mom counted 
everything aloud. She sounded every 
sign aloud and pointed out the letters 
as we drove by. We played games of 
fi nding all the G’s on billboards and 
signs as we drove down the street. 
She asked questions continually: 
“How much do you think this 
weighs? Do you think that’s more 
than a quart or less?” “How long 
does a cow carry its baby?” “I 
wonder what that weed is good for? I 
bet we could eat it.” 

She answered our questions 
as best she could – even if the 
answers were still over our heads. 
Mom enjoyed learning for herself. 
She was continually studying 

something. I remember many of 
her projects: growing mushrooms, 
making dye, making a quilt, herbs, 
soybeans, drying food, writing a 
book, harvesting cotton, midwifery, 
and on the list goes. Mom made 
homeschooling a part of my life, 
something I will never outgrow.

Homeschooling at its 
very best
Now, as a mother of my own 
growing family, I realize something 
important. The essence of 
homeschooling is equipping a 
child to learn for the rest of his/her 
life. Homeschooling at its best is a 
way of life that will never leave an 
individual, aiding them to continue 
learning their whole life long. 
Teaching a child to think is so much 
larger than the modern classroom 
allows. I have met “homeschooled” 
kids who never learned to think 
because the “classroom” mentality 
was simply instituted in their own 
living room. But I have also met 
young adults who went to public 
schools from kindergarten right 
through college who are thinking, 
creative people. This phenomenon 
had nothing to do with their public 
schooling. They learned to think 
because their parents “taught” 
them at home every moment they 
weren’t confi ned in a classroom. 
Homeschooling is an approach to 
life.

Creativity versus 
Knowledge
From time to time I meet young 
mothers who want to start home-
schooling, but they are terrifi ed 
by their own inadequacy. They’re 
afraid they won’t remember how 
to do geometry or be able to help 
their kids through the schoolbooks. 
So what? That’s what answer keys 
are for. Homeschooling isn’t about 
knowing the right answers; it’s about 
FINDING the answers. Leonardo da 
Vinci wasn’t the kind who knew all 
the right answers – he was the kind 
who questioned the answers and 

looked for new ones. Creativity is far 
more viable than knowledge. It has 
no limits, no boundaries. Creativity 
will take you beyond the status 
quo; knowledge alone will not even 
qualify you for hourly wages.

What is creativity in a practical 
sense? Making up your own pattern 
for a dress instead of buying one. 
Making up your own ABC song. 
Taking a six digit number and scram-
bling it into a brand new number as 
fast as you can in your head. Making 
up a rhyme or a song, writing a story, 
coming up with a brand new recipe, 
asking questions about anything you 
can think of and fi nding the answer 
any way you can. 

When I was eight years old, I 
really fell in love with reading. I 
read everything I could get my hands 
on and devoured the best of three 
libraries. One day Mom asked me 
casually why I didn’t write my own 
book. I was stunned. How had the 
idea escaped me? I was eight years 
old and had read a thousand books 
and still hadn’t thought of writing 
my own. I went straight to work. 
For a while I pumped out about two 
“books” a month. Now I’m down to 
one every four years. But I’m still 
writing. Creativity was inside of me, 
just waiting to be called forth.

The test
My Dad used to make fi ne cabinets 
for a living. He rarely cleaned his 
shop, so the sawdust would pile up 
into beautiful aromatic mountains we 
could tunnel through. One day while 
we were playing in the sawdust, I 
decided to carve a sign (Dad was 
carving a sign) for a homeschooling 
project contest I’d heard of. All of us 
soon got carried away with preparing 
for the contest. I had a large hand-
carved wooden sign that said 
“Homeschooling 1986” on it, and a 
poem, and a handmade dress to enter. 
Gabriel had a drawing, something 
he’d built – I can’t remember what 
– and a chocolate cake he’d baked! 
Nathan had the alphabet shaped out 
in peanut butter Play-Dough, and a 
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drawing. We wiped up all the blue 
ribbons to be had that day, and about 
200 disgruntled homeschoolers 
watched us pile into our beat-up 
Volkswagen bus and drive off. 
Mom wouldn’t let us enter anymore 
contests. We were too creative to 
be socially acceptable. I couldn’t 
understand why the other kids hadn’t 
done better. Some of the kids I had 
talked to could read and write circles 
around me. But they didn’t have an 
original thought in their heads.

One of the best things my 
mom taught me was how to search 
the library for what I wanted to 
know. My husband added to that 
by showing me how to search the 
World-Wide Web for everything 
from detailed maps of foreign 
countries to recipes and tips on 
growing avocados. I remember the 

thrill that came over me when I 
realized that I could fi nd the answer 
to almost any question I could ask, 
and do practically anything I wanted 
to do, if I worked hard enough. 
Give that thrill to your children, 
and you will have succeeded in 
homeschooling them. 

Send us your ideas
I know that there are hundreds of 
families out there with original and 
creative homeschooling ideas. If you 
are like me, you would love to have 
a whole book – or a three-volume 
series – of those great ideas. 

Many new homeschool parents 
across the country will benefi t from 
the insights of your experiences. 
Be sure to include a general age or 
grade level and the subject you were 
teaching with your story, so it will 
be easier for us to sort them into 
categories. Your ideas will be subject 
to editorial license and may undergo 
some cosmetic surgery, but you will 
still recognize them on the other 
side of the printers, and credit will 
be given to you. I can hardly wait to 
read your ideas. Send them soon!

If you send your ideas over 
e-mail (check website), put 
“homeschooling ideas” in the subject 
box. If you send it through snail 
mail, put “homeschooling ideas” on 
the outside of the envelope. 

Debi Answers
Dear Ticked, 
You are right. Another child can cut 
the ground out from under the parent 
with a few simple words like, “Your 
parents treat you like a baby. They 
never let you go places or do anything 
fun.” Parents often write and say, 

“Our house is in turmoil and discord. 
What happened to my teen?” It might 
have been developing for years, when 
someone’s uninvited kid was over 
visiting. Sometimes a parent has 
to take a stand for the sake of their 
child’s soul instead of “putting up 
with this type of behavior” in order 
to maintain peace. Just keep in mind 
your immediate purpose. You are not 
a crusader, dedicated to forcing this 
mom to see what a lousy job she has 
done on her daughter. Your purpose is 
limited to having just the 13-year-old 
boy visit your son. Next time tell the 
mother that you are not inviting the 
daughter, just the one boy. Tell her that 
you and your family don’t have the 
time or emotional energy to deal with 
any more kids. If she is not willing to 
allow her son to come alone, so be it; 
fi nd another friend who doesn’t have 
fl eas or tag-along little sisters.
Deb & Mike 

TICKED

So I have a creative 
proposal for you: Send us 
your best homeschooling 
ideas, and we will compile 
them for everyone to 
enjoy. In the future, when I need a 
new idea to make homeschooling 
my children more interesting, I will 
read your inspirations!READ THIS!

Dear Pearls,
This week we invited a 13-year-old
friend of our teenager to come
to our house for a cook-out. His
mother brought him over, along
with his little 8-year-old sister.
The sister was not invited. What
the mother fails to realize is, if I
wanted a baby-sitting job, I would
do it for money. When I had to tell
the young sister to stop getting into
the things on the table, she walked
out with one of our grandchildren
and told her she hated me and
that I was mean. Raising children
is not easy, and I do not need her
children‛s barbs poisoning my kids or
the sweet grandchildren with whom
I have very little time to establish
a good rapport.  Now if this were a
once-in-a-lifetime event, I would let
it pass, but this mother “lets” her
mouthy children visit other families
without invitation on a regular basis.
She is terribly sensitive about her
children and would never believe
her child to have said such things,

plus they all feel like people are
rejecting them. You can see why!
Their teenage daughter is always
babysitting one of her siblings when
she goes to baby-sit for others. We
are a close homeschool group and
everyone would rather put up with
this type of behavior in order to
maintain peace. I am sure there are
thousands of other homeschooling
families putting up with other
families who dump their children off
on others. Could you print my letter
and tell the sensitive mamas to
please consider simple etiquette.
Ticked
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trouble yourself or torment the child by 
spanking her nine times and then 
giving in on the tenth time. Children 
are amazing in the memory and 
ability to endure spankings, waiting 
for that one moment of weakness 
to show through again. If you 
occasionally allow their fi ts to win 
the prize, like a gambler they will 
play the game all night, even when 
they are losing, because they know 
winning is possible.

It’s worth it. After about three 
days of absolute consistency on 
your part, you can initially conform 
a child to your will. They just have 
to be convinced that you are not the 
old negotiator. You are Iron Woman; 
The Indomitable. It’s the loving 
thing to do.

Debi Answers
Dear Kim

Every child has their way of 
controlling their parents. One child 
will hold his breath and pass out, 
while another will hit his head 
against the wall or pinch himself. 
As we read in another letter, the 
little girl’s wild fi ts seem to do the 
trick in controlling her mama. For 
the fi t-pitcher we suggest that you, 
mama, slow down. When she starts 
pitching her wild fi t, just hold her, 
talking all the time about how she 
needs to learn self-control and how 
silly she is acting. Explain to her 
as you hold her down that she will 
get 1 or 2 more licks every time 
she acts wild.  While holding her 
tell her you are going to give her 
another lick in 2 minutes and give 
a running commentary on the time 
that remains; then tell her it will 
be 3 more minutes before the next 

lick. It will be an extremely trying, 
tiring, terrible time, but she will get 
the idea and she will also exhaust 
herself. The object in life is to teach 
our children self-control. All self-
control is tied together, whether it 
is in their emotional response, their 
eating habits, or anger. In order 
for a child to become a balanced 
individual, teaching them self-
control is close to the top of the list. 

The 3-year-old little girl’s 
pitiful stance is also working to 
control her mama and daddy. It is 
important to never allow your face 
to show concern over the scared 
look, but have a set rule of the 
number of licks she receives for 
certain offenses and one extra for 
looking pitiful. Too much rebuke 
(yaky-yak) provokes a child to 
wrath and steals all joy. A hard fast 
lick or two, a short admonishment, 
and then let it go and cheer up is the 
best training tool.    

A Wonderful Example of a Chaste Conversation

continued from page 5

Dear Debi,
I don‛t have a question, just a
very good report! Thank you
for telling the truth, for it has
set me free. I believe God is
the Author and Finisher of my
husband‛s faith. Shortly after
we married my husband started
going to strip clubs and meeting
with prostitutes. I know this
because when he got too guilty, he
would confess. For a while I really
wanted a divorce. I couldn‛t see
how I could stand it much longer,
and everyone agreed with me
except one couple. The wife talked
to me one Sunday morning about
God‛s love, and that same morning
my pastor taught on Love. God put
in me love for my husband, and
I am confi dent that I am in the

perfect will of God to stay with
him.

He is a good daddy and
provider and stands with me on
parenting. He has matured so
much. He waits until his son is in
bed before watching TV. For all of
this I am thankful.

Initially I would cry and
verbalize my disappointments of
him. “How can I trust you? How
do I know what you are doing?”
I did not want my son to see me
like that all the time, and I know
my husband goes through a lot at
work. And my rantings and bitter
face would not make it easy for
him to come home to me. I just
wanted to love him. He knows
already that I wish he would be
home more and he didn‛t need to
see my disappointment.

Our son is convinced that his
daddy has the biggest muscles in
the world! We do things to help
my husband feel loved. We stapled
2 huge pieces of poster board
together and wrote #1 Dad on it
and drove to his place of work. We
waited until he came out to the
parking lot, then held it high so he
and everyone else could see how
we felt about him. When we got
a new phone and I was putting in
the memory numbers, my son said,
“Daddy‛s number is number one
because he is the #1 daddy.” My
son was not trying to be cute, he
really thinks that of all men, his
daddy‛s the #1.

Please keep us in your prayers.
I still struggle some days and just
want to wring his neck. but I do
believe God is able.



www.NoGreaterJoy.org / No Greater Joy Ministries Inc. 11

Debi Answers
Dear Mama, 

Different families feel differently 
about this. Most babies quickly learn 
to adapt. Train your baby to become 
familiar with a special blanket or soft 
toy that she gets when she goes to 
bed. One of our friends uses white, 
soft, worn-out pillow cases so that 
she gets a fresh clean one each day. 
Babies fi nd comfort in the familiar. 
Also, they like to know that they are 
not alone or abandoned. So keep a 
light on, a ticking clock in the room, 
or their door open so they can hear 
noises from the other room. Daddy 
needs to be in charge, and you 
need to learn to trust and honor 
his judgment. If you don’t, then the 
children will never trust and honor 
you. He is the head, and you are 
the heart of the home. Let the head 
decide, and the heart makes those 
decisions sweeter. 

Debi Pearl

Mike adds his two cents:
The above question is loaded. Since 
we do not know your attitudes or 
the details of your circumstances, 
it is impossible to give a yes or no 
answer. But I do caution: A 7-month-

old is too young to be spanked as 
such—too young to be punished. 
They do not have any understanding 
of good and evil (Deut 1:39; Is 7:15-
16; Romans 9:11) and cannot reason 
weighty matters. But the 7-month-old 
is already learning the dark art of 
self-will, and must be wisely, gently, 
and fi rmly constrained to yield to 
authority. 

The very nature of authority is 
the power to constrain to obedience 
through enforcing negative con-
sequences. “A child left to himself will 
bring his mother to shame” (Proverbs 
29:15). Leaving the child in the bed 
to cry herself to sleep is indeed a 
negative consequence, and may be 
used as a last resort, but it is a result 
of a failure to train and is not the 
most effective training. Obviously, 
we wouldn’t want to see her crying 
herself to sleep on a regular basis,
any more than we would want to 
spank her every evening. Diffi cult 
measures and unpleasant con-
sequences should be thoughtfully 
employed so as to effect a positive 
change very quickly—in two or three 
nights. If negative consequences are 
not soon productive, they become 
counterproductive. So before I would 
resign to allowing her to spend her 
evenings crying, I would try other 
measures fi rst. 

Arrange circumstances so as to 
lull the child to sleep in a peaceful 
and natural manner. Don’t keep her 
up until she is exhausted. Don’t try 
to put her to sleep when her heart 
and respiration are racing from 
excitement. Be consistent in the 
details of how she is put to sleep 
each time. Create a thirty-minute 
“unwinding” ritual that ends with 
laying her down to sleep. Once you 
condition her to expect to yield to 
your overtures, she will lie down and 
sleep with only minimal suggestion, 
and even in more distracting cir-
cumstances.

When you have taken the child 
through her night-time paces and left 
her to sleep, never, never allow her 
to come out of the snooze mode and 
become active again. To do so is to 
leave her with the belief that time and 
place of sleep is left to her discretion. 
Humans are made by God to operate 
according to stimulation. Things 
that activate any of the senses are 
stimulating and pleasurable. Children 
love pleasure, and they love to be 
stimulated. They so love excitement 
that they will fi ght going into the 
“shut-off” mode. Wind them down 
gently so sleep comes naturally. 

If the child has been mistrained, 
or if you have failed to provide a good 
prelude to sleep, and the child rises 
up to fi ght and resist, you should 
evaluate your whole procedure so as 
to improve your pre-sleep ritual for 
tomorrow night. But for the moment, 
you must constrain the child to obey 
authority and remain lying down. As 
a last resort, you may have to prove 
the power of your word by enforcing it 
with one or two stinging licks (applied 
with a small fl exible switch) to the 
child’s leg that says to the child, 
“There is no reward for getting up; 
Mama means business; she is not 
going to give over to my demands; 
the path to greatest pleasure is to go 
to sleep; there is no alternative; my 
parents always get their way; what 
can I say? Good night.”

Commands are not negotiable; 
authority must be obeyed. The 
soul of the child needs that kind 
of authority in her life to be stable 
emotionally and to develop a will to 
accept discipline.

Finally, if you are angry or 
frustrated, do nothing more than 
allow the child to cry herself to 
sleep. You are momentarily unfi t as 
a trainer. Get your head and heart 
together and do better tomorrow 
night.     

Spanking a
7-month-old?

Dear Pearls,
I am a pastor‛s wife and have a
question for you. Is it right to
spank a 7-month-old for crying
when put down for bed? I grew up
with just ignoring the child, thus
training them that they will not
get their way. My husband wants
it to stop all together. I know all
the verses for training a child,
but I am not sure how to approach
this situation. I know you will give
me a straight answer.
Charity
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No teaching is more needed in our 
day. Learn why Biblical Sabbath 
keeping, whether it be Saturday, 
Sunday, or Tuesday, and adopting 
the Jewish culture & worship is not 
the will of God for the Church. 
6 Cassettes
3410-40  $20.00
3 CDs 
3410-41 $10.00

If you enjoyed 
Romans, you need 
to hear Colossians. 
Learn about 
your spiritual 
circumcision.
3 Cassettes   
2050-40  $10.00
3 CDs 
2050-41 $10.00

Four messages 
on salvation: 
Blood, Imputed 
Righteousness, 
The Man Christ 
Jesus and Saving 
Righteousness 
3 Cassettes
8135-40 $10.00
3 CDs 
8135-41 $10.00

Galatians

Righteousness

AUDIO CASSETTES[ ]
Colossians

Three sermons by
Michael Pearl contain 
the good news of 
complete and im-
mediate deliverance 
from any and all sin 
by the miracle of the 
gospel alone. 
3 Cassettes
8320-40  $10.00
3 CDs 
8320-41 $10.00

 Sanctification

Here is a book of radical answers 
for radical times. Michael covers 
every verse in 1 Corinthians in 
a straightforward manner. This 
is not devotional teaching. It is 
practical Bible doctrine on a host of 
controversial subjects. Paul answers 
questions put to him by the church at 
Corinth. CDs page 19
8 Cassettes 
2060-40  $24.00 

Michael Pearl opens new insights 
as he teaches the Gospel of 
Matthew, describing it as the last 
book in the old covenant. A grasp 
of this unique book is essential to 
a proper understanding of the New 
Testament. 
16 Cassettes
6020-40  $45.00

Michael has been studying and 
teaching the book of Romans 
for over 40 years. This verse-by-
verse teaching is not devotional 
in tone, but addresses all the hard 
theological issues that have been 
the foundation of Christian faith.
CDs page 19
17 Cassettes 
8140-40  $48.00

Practical and 
Scriptural Bible 
teaching encourage 
the believer. 
Chapter 5 tapes 
include one tape on 
husbands and one 
on wives.
10 Cassettes
2930-40  $30.00

Every verse is discussed, 
every critical word examined. 
Here is doctrinal and practical 
teaching to enrich your life.
24 Cassettes
4610-40  $59.00

Romans

 1 Corinthians 

Ephesians

MatthewJohn
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Alabama Seminar
Two hours of Michael Pearl speaking 
on child training. These tapes are 
geared toward the father’s role in the 
family. Tales of Mike & his sons’ wild 
adventures. Boys love it!
8325-40  $7.00

Generational Sins
Michael Pearl addresses  the faddish 
teaching on generational sins, sins of 
the fathers visited on the children, 
family curses, etc. Let the word of 
God free you from the curse of pop 
theology.
3730-40  $4.00

A Panel of Five
Five wives whose husbands have far 
reaching ministries speak out on what 
a woman can do to be a helper to her 
husband.
7010-40  $4.00

Authority Praying
Michael Pearl preaches on the believer’s 
position in Christ and how prayer is 
based on the authority that is ours in 
Christ.
1330-40  $4.00

Testimony of Darlene 
Rose
Hear the missionary story of Darlene 
Rose. Rebekah Pearl listened to these 
tapes when she was young. She says 
they helped mold her life toward 
missions. 
8605-40  $7.00

Only Men
Michael Pearl speaks directly and
frankly to men about their respons-
ibilities as husbands. Wives should not 
listen to this tape. We don’t want you 
taking advantage of your man.
6650-40  $4.00

My Favorite 
Homeschooling Ideas
Debi Pearl discusses her best home- 
schooling ideas.Twenty plus years of 
accumulated wisdom. This tape can 
remove your burden. It is our best-
selling tape!
6170-40  $4.00

Imputed Righteousness
The great doctrine of imputed 
righteouness is the heart of Biblical 
Christianity. 
4510-40  $4.00

Security of the Believer 
Michael Pearl teaches on the 
security of the believer.
8322-40  $7.00

Sabbath Rest
What does the Bible say about keeping 
the Sabbath, be it Saturday, Sunday, or 
Tuesday?
8310-40  $4.00

The Gami Akij Story
Your heart will be stirred as Rebekah 
Pearl recounts how God prepared 
a people for Himself. The story of 
her time in the mountains of Papua 
New Guinea, translating the Kumboi 
language. Young people love it.
3420-40  $4.00

The Pearls offer candid 
answers as they open their 
mail and discuss your 
questions. Many readers say 
it is the most interesting and 
helpful information on child 
training we have.  
6 Tapes
5910-40  $20.00

Mail Bag
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Mike Answers
Dear L,
When our children were young, 
we told Bible stories all during the 
course of the day, almost every
day. When they were toddlers, 
Noah’s ark would be told while the 
children  were in the bathtub, and 
acted out with the soap dish as the 
ark. When we told them the story 
of the two brothers fi ghting and one 
brother killing the other in jealous 
anger, they learned about anger, 
jealousy, and consequences, yet we 
never sermonized or spiritualized 
the stories—seldom drawing a 
personal application. We just did 
what the Bible does—tell the story. 
We told Bible stories and family 
stories interchangeably, with equal 
enthusiasm and reality. The Bible 
stories were not told in a ”religious/
pious/principle/devotional” context. 
They were spoken of “on the fl y.” 
The kids would make reference to a 
Biblical story with the same ease and 
confi dence that they would speak of 
a past experience. We made a sling 
like David’s. The kids rode a horse 

furiously like Jehu. They ran like 
Elijah before Ahab. “Don’t drop the 
ax in the creek because ours will 
not fl oat like Elisha’s did.” “We 
will have to catch more fi sh than 
these fi ve scrawny things because 
Jesus does not multiply fi sh for just 
anybody.” “Look at that sky; that 
would be a good cloud for Jesus to 
come back in.” We didn’t have one 
reality for living and another for 
religion. We didn’t sit down and get 
“spiritual”, sober, grave, and bored.

We told our children about 
the prophets, God’s own men, 
being scared and hiding, and even 
having nervous breakdowns and 
then being replaced in the ministry. 
They learned all about David’s trust 
in God. When reading the Psalms, 
we would remind the children, 
“Remember, David was the kid 
who killed the giant and then grew 
up and became king. And he later 
sinned with the other guy’s wife 
and then suffered all the misery for 
the rest of his life. Remember the 
Psalm where he confesses his sin?” 
We told them stories about the kids 
who mocked and made fun of the 
prophet of God, calling him “old 
bald head,” and how God sent bears 
out to kill the children. They learned 
God’s tolerance level was short when 
it came to his servant. They heard 
and reheard the story of Sodom and 
Gomorrah until they would point 
out perverts and know that they 
are called sodomites because God 
destroyed Sodom due to their sin. 
They knew God’s opinion of sin 
by his actions. We protected them 
with knowledge straight from God’s 
word. They became acquainted 
with a holy, just, merciful, and 
angry God. It has a sobering effect 
and gives everyone a reality check. 

God’s word makes strong men out 
of today’s make-believe electronic 
sissies. Going through all the stories 
on war taught the children something 
of God’s character that no amount 
of principles could ever accomplish. 
Hearing God give instruction to kill 
men, women, children, and animals 
caused the children to ask questions 
that show great gravity of thought. 
God chose to introduce himself to us 
by telling stories of how he related 
to people and what he did for them. 
We didn’t pick and choose stories for 
our children to teach principles and 
moral lessons. They got David and 
Bathsheba along with Noah’s Ark. 
Reading of sickness, disease, family 
tragedy, war, and God’s intervention 
gives a clear understanding of how 
God feels about different things.  
        The Bible says the fear of God 
is the beginning of wisdom. Our 
children need to know who God is, 
not who we think he is. Just as we 
were raised, we raised our children 
on these Bible stories, told the old 
fashioned way, just as they are 
written. Many Christian adults who 
grew up having family devotions and 
Sunday sermonettes have no clue as 
to who God is and would be shocked 
to discover what God has done in the 
past. You can never come to know 
God through a study of the doctrine 
of God. You come to know who God 
is through his personal history with 
mankind.
       So, back to your original ques-
tion, did Deb have devotions with 
our children? No. Did she tell and
retell Bible stories as they home-
schooled, washed dishes, swept 
the fl oors, sewed, cooked, canned, 
snapped beans, hoed the garden, 
swam in the creek, or walked down 
the lane? YES           

To teach or not to teach?
Dear Debi,
We have read your thoughts
on the woman never being the
spiritual leader in her home (not
leading the kids in Bible studies,
etc., even if Dad doesn‛t do it),
but in one of your books or tapes,
Michael suggested moms lead
a neighborhood children‛s Bible
group and said Debi had done that
for years, using Child Evangelism
Fellowship‛s materials. Could you
please clear up how these two
concepts do not contradict each
other?
L
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Michael Answers
Dear Pam,

Every child has expectations for 
himself. Part of it is innate—a refl ection 
of the image of God—and part of it is a 
by-product of his society and culture. 

Our conscience is never far 
from the conviction that God holds 
us accountable for the way we invest 
our life. We feel the responsibility to 
multiply the “talents” God has given 
us—our time, gifts, energy, money, 
etc. A child or adult can have low self-
esteem because of the gap between what 
he knows he should and could be, and 
his lazy unwillingness to pay the price 
to achieve the realistic goals he has set 
for himself. In which case, the poor 
self-image would be justifi ed. The only 
answer would be to do what one knows 
he ought, and thus remove the self-
accusation. Performance of unpleasant 
duty is the measure of a man. Empty 
praise and “positive affi rmation” will 
not help a person feel better about 
himself when his conscience is justly 
condemning him.

Then there is that low self-esteem 
that is a product of culture and society. 
Society, including religion, can com-
municate and inculcate false and 
unrealistic goals that are impossible 

to meet. A child who is a little slower 
in developing than other children and 
always feels inferior, or a child whose 
parents are driving him to perform 
above his peers, or a child who is talked 
down to by his parents or those whom 
he respects, or any number of ways 
whereby society overly burdens a child 
with perfectionist goals will cause low 
self-esteem. Corporate classrooms are 
incubators for low self-esteem. You can 
count on it; the lower performers in any 
classroom setting will have a poor self-
image.

Obviously, a child is most 
impressed by those whom he is around 
the most and by those whose opinion 
he values. Therefore, ninety percent 
of a child’s self-esteem is a product 
of the family environment. Only a 
small part is a result of the child’s 
outside associations. The people who 
expressed that they “did not want your 
child around” are not responsible for 
his poor self-image; they just manifest 
it in a social setting. If a child is being 
rejected by his peers, ridiculed by his 
siblings, or even by the other parent, the 
thing that will make it worse is for the 
sympathetic parent to run interference, 
trying to protect the child by making 
others show him the respect he 
deserves. He will see your desperation 
and anger, but he will not interpret it 
as an affi rmation of his worth. Your 
acknowledgement of the situation only 
affi rms his sense of self-worthlessness. 
You will speed up the downward spiral 
by infl ated praise of the child and by 
condemnation of others. 

What then is the cure? How do 
you improve the self-image of your 
nine-year-old son? Make a man out of 
him. Rather than whine or try to make 
people respect him, lead him to become 
competent and accomplished in some 
area that he and others value. Provide 
the tools and encouragement for him to 
succeed in those areas that are important 
to him. Some kids are lazy and will 

just waste away in self-pity before they 
will stir themselves to pay the price of 
excellence, so you must constrain them 
to get out of their comfort and pity 
zones to reach for more. 

Kids don’t laugh at tough kids. 
They ridicule skinny weaklings. No 
teenager ever felt left out because he 
was strong and tough. You may have to 
make exercise fun by participating. Get 
rid of the video games and TV. They 
never make a kid likeable. 

Interact with a child through 
conversation and discussion to make 
him intellectually competent and 
socially adept. Arrange for him to 
participate in a limited social circle in 
which he is comfortable. Don’t throw 
him into the ring with competitors 
that will crush him—until he is strong 
enough to fi ght back.

Now, you did not tell me in your 
letter in what way your son has low 
self-esteem. You need a clear and 
accurate picture of him. As a mother 
you are biased, blind, and empathetic. I 
suggest you do to things: First, ask your 
husband what is wrong with your son 
that he is not liked by other kids. Then 
listen; don’t argue; don’t blame; just 
believe him. Second, ask the other kids, 
or the parents of other kids (in a non-
accusing way) what is wrong with your 
child. You must face the fact that your 
son is not likeable. Children don’t just 
decide to gang up on one little guy and 
make him miserable. He is different. 
How? Why? They don’t need to change. 
Your son needs to change. You are 
perplexed, so you need information. The 
people who reject him have the answer. 
They will be reluctant to tell you. They 
may lie to you to save your feelings, but 
they know the source of the problem. 
Do you have the humility and guts to 
learn the answer and make changes 
in yourself and your family? Children 
like themselves when they are likeable. 
Make your son likeable.   

( Low Self-esteem )
EVERY CHILD HAS EXPECTATIONS FOR HIMSELF

Dear Pearls,
My 9-year-old son has low self-
esteem. He expects too much of
himself. He feels rejected. We
have never talked down to him,
although there have been others
who have expressed that they did
not want him around. He does not
have any close friends, although
I had tried to have him included
as often as possible. I want so
much to help him, but feel quite
helpless.
Pam
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Debi Answers
Dear Lonesome,

Your husband is right. Other children will decide 
your children’s destiny to some degree. This is the 
reason God tells older women to tell young wives and 
mothers: “that they may teach the young women to be 
sober, to love their husbands, to love their children, To 
be discreet, chaste, keepers at home, good, obedient 
to their own husbands, that the word of God be not 
blasphemed” (Titus 2:4).  Learn to trust your man. 
Also, start ministering to these families by sending us 
their name and address for a free subscription to our 
newsletter. God can change them and their children.  

Deb

Pearls Answer
Dear Sue,
 

We get thousands of letters from our readers and have 
counseled many. I have known very few parents who 
feel that their church’s youth group is benefi cial. I 
have heard hundreds say, “The youth group or retreat 
is where we lost our children or where my daughter, 
who had never been kissed, got pregnant. It was the 
youth director that fi rst introduced my son to porn, 
“etc.” In our counseling, many adults have told me 
that they lost their virginity on a church-sponsored 
event and even on the church property. I wish I could 
write a different story, but we base much of our 
knowledge on what our readers tell us. 

You must create a social circle for your children. 
It may be limited to just one or two other families 
who share your world-view, for you can be sure that 
when a handful of teenagers get together, at least one 
of them is going to introduce corruption to the others. 
We never allowed our children to stay overnight with 
other kids. When they wanted to go down to the local 
church on Saturday night to skate, Mike went with 
them. We never allowed them to go to parties unless 
one of us was there. We created our own fun that was 
far more exciting than the church gatherings. They 
never felt they were missing anything.  

O CHANGING YOUR CHILD’SD
THER CHILDREN

ESTINY
Friendly Trouble
Dear Michael and Debi,
I have met a couple of women at my church who
love the Lord, who are planning to homeschool
their children. We get along really well, and our
children also get along pretty well. However,
because they don‛t train their children properly,
their children tend to act bratty and have
tantrums at times. My husband is concerned
that their behavior will have a bad infl uence on
our girls. I feel that because I am always with
our girls when we visit with them, I can keep a
good eye on the situation and step in any time to
help my children understand what is acceptable
behavior and what‛s not.
       Did you ever experience this as you raised
your children around other families? I feel sort
of hopeless, that I will never fi nd friends who
hold the same conservative values and who train
their children.
Please help,
Lonesome Stacy

Church Youth Group
Dear Pearls,

We homeschool our three children. Now that the
oldest one has turned 13, we feel under some
pressure for him to participate with the church
youth and their weekend retreats. I don‛t want
him to feel left out, but I do feel strongly about
his father and I still being the primary infl uence
in his life. Thank you for helping us get this far.
Sue
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Dear Thomas 
    Truth does not have to be protected. 
It speaks for itself and stands up 
against all false ideas. A man needs 
to learn and listen until he knows 
the truth for himself, not because 

someone told him what to believe 
and what to avoid. All cults forbid 
their members to read other literature 
or listen to other teachers. A pastor, 
preacher, or teacher who tries to 
control the information that another 
man receives is sick and weak to the 
core. It reveals that he does not have 
confi dence that his teachings can 
compete in an open area of ideas. 
So, by all means, listen to the other 
man’s teachings, study the Scripture 
to see if what he teaches is Scriptural, 
and decide what YOU believe for 
yourself. In the day you stand before 
God, no man will stand with you. In 
that day you cannot use the excuse 
that your pastor’s authority prevented 
you from learning the truth. GOD 

has already told you to “Study to 
shew thyself approved unto God, 
a workman that needeth not to be 
ashamed, rightly dividing the word of 
truth” (2Tim 2:15).  Don’t regard me 
or any man as a pope. No man stands 
between you and God or between 
you and truth. Do as the Bereans 
who “were more noble than those in 
Thessalonica, in that they received the 
word with all readiness of mind, and 
searched the scriptures daily, whether 
those things were so” (Acts 17:11). 
Learn everything you can from every 
source you can, but remember that the 
King James Bible is the fi nal authority 
for all English-speaking people.   

RUTH

Dear Readers, 
It is interesting to note that in the 
last year we have started receiving 
letters from children. Many letters 
are signed by all the children of the 
family who are old enough to write. 
Children who write basically have 
the same complaint—their parents’ 
relationship. Usually the letter is 
about mom, because she refuses to 
obey or honor the dad. Often they 
refer to a mom who uses health 
(depression) or menopause (anger) 
for an excuse. We have received 
a letter from a child as young as 8 
asking for advice on how to help her 
spiritually-dominant, disobedient 
mama learn to honor dad. The letters 
end by asking, “Will I just have to 

wait and leave home at the earliest 
possible moment to be free from this 
tension?”  

Most of the children also com-
plain that their parents were careful 
in the way they raised the older 
children, but now say they are not 
going to raise the little ones so strict. 
The older children are irritated at the 
bratty siblings they have to live with 
and help raise, but have no authority 
to discipline.  Teens write that they 
are the model family for their church, 
with 12 kids in the family, but at 
home it is a rat’s life of fi ghting 
and fussing, with bitterness and 
confusion reigning. The teens feel as 
though the mom and dad want them 
to live a life of pretending they are 
good and wholesome, which is the 

opposite of walking in truth. 
What can we tell these children? 

How can we respond back without 
dishonoring their parents? It is a 
strange twist that is diffi cult to deal 
with. It is also a terrible indictment 
on our generation of homeschooling 
middle-aged parents. Seek God 
before your children write to us. 
Listen to your teens when they 
approach you on different issues, 
especially in relationship to your 
marriage or the younger children. 
Ask each of them to write 10 things 
they would like to see changed in 
the household, and then go cry out 
to God for wisdom to see yourself 
as they see you, and then for 
forgiveness and victory over these 
problems.    

Children Speak Out

Dear Michael,
I have read and
listened to all your
stuff and have learned
more verse-by-verse
Bible than I ever believed
possible and have enjoyed it
for the fi rst time in my life.
Someone told me I need to
listen to tapes by __________
but I wanted to make sure he
is straight on doctrine before I
listen to his tapes. What do you
think of his teaching?
Thomas

Dear Pearls, 
My pastor told us that we could use your child-training stuff but not to 
listen to any doctrinal tapes, because you did not believe like us. Last issue 
the letter from the guy who wrote about being set free from anger really 
sparked an interest I could not deny, so I am ordering the How to Stop 
Sinning tapes.

T
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Revelation Poster and Handbook
This poster is a print of an original painting done by Michael Pearl which 
shows the events of Revelation in chronological order. It is 40” X 19” on 
heavy, glossy paper. The handbook which accompanies it is fi lled with 
Old Testament references and commentary to the events in Revelation.
8130-10  $12.00

To Betroth or not to 
Betroth
The dangers of the betrothal system are 
exposed with the light of Biblical truth, 
bringing objectivity back to an often-
misunderstood subject. This item is subject 
to volume discounts.
28pg. Booklet
1420-10  $1.00

In Defense 
of Biblical 
Chastisement
Michael brings clear understanding back 
into the confusing and often misunderstood 
subject of corporal chastisement. This item 
is subject to volume discounts.
29pg. Booklet
4530-10  $1.00  

Pornography - Road 
to Hell
Michael Pearl addresses the issue of 
pornography head-on, calling sinners to 
repentance. This item is subject to volume 
discounts.
12pg. Booklet
7030-10  $1.00

1 John 1:9 the 
Protestant Confessional
A core belief held by most conservative Christians 
is that Christians who have unconfessed sins in 
their life are in need of forgiveness, are out of 
fellowship with God, and are walking in darkness. 
The underlying assumption is that God forgives 
only sins that are confessed. What does the Bible 
teach? Does God withhold forgiveness until sin is 
confessed? Not on your life.
23pg. Booklet
4650-10  $1.00

Baptism in Jesus’ Name
There are those who insist that New Testament 
water baptism is not valid unless the one doing 
the baptism vocally utters the words “in Jesus’ 
name.” It is the conclusion of this study that the 
verbal utterance is never an issue in Scripture. It 
is erroneous to insist on any certain phrase being 
pronounced over the baptized.
17pg. Booklet 
1410-10  $1.00

Justifi cation and the 
book of James
James clearly teaches that works justifi es a man; 
while Paul teaches that a man is not justifi ed by 
works. Are they contradicting each other? Which 
one is correct? This study resolves the issue once 
and for all. Subject to volume discount.
26pg. Booklet
4960-10  $1.00

BOOKLETS - $1.00[ ]

The Joy of 
Training 
DVD
Michael and Debi Pearl 
tell how they successfully 
trained up their fi ve 
children with love, humor, 
the rod, and a King James 
Bible. This two DVD set 
contains the same high 

quality, digitally fi lmed content as the video set 
and hundreds of snapshots and video clips of 
family and children, illustrating the things being 
taught. 
2 DVDs  4910-75  $26.00  

60¢ for 25 or more or any of the above
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COMPACT DISKS[ ]

Romans CDs
This verse-by-verse 
teaching is not devo-
tional in tone. Instead, 
it addresses all the 
hard theological issues 
that have been the 
foundation of Christian 
faith down through the centuries. It is original in 
many ways; not a restatement of other writers. It is 
taught for the layman from the unique perspective 
of a student that believes the Bible rather than a 
scholar that critiques it. 
20 CDs in a vinyl album
8140-45  $50.00

Galatians CDs
No teaching is more 
needed in our day. 
Learn why Biblical 
Sabbath keeping, 
whether it be Saturday, 
Sunday, or Tuesday, 
and adopting the Jewish 
culture & worship is not 
the will of God for the Church. 
6 CDs in a vinyl album
3410-41  $18.00

1st Corinthians CDs

Sin No More CDs
The big question is: “So 
how do I stop sinning?” 
You have confessed your 
sins, received the baptism 
of the Holy Ghost with 
evidence of everything but 
ceasing to sin, yet you are 
still a Romans 7 Christian. 
I assure you, God not only saves his children from 
the penalty of sin but he saves them from its power as 
well. You can stop sinning. 
7 cassettes in a vinyl album     8315-40  $24.00
9 CDs in an album                     8315-41  $28.00 

1 Corinthians is a book 
of radical answers for 
radical times. Michael 
covers every verse 
in 1 Corinthians in a 
straightforward manner. 
This is not devotional 
teaching. It is practical 
Bible doctrine on a host of controversial subjects. Paul 
answers questions put to him by the church at Corinth.
10 CDs in a vinyl album
2060-41  $30.00

.O
.S

! Go to our online store at 
www.nogreaterjoy.org to take advantage 

of our great current internet 
only specials!

-Internet Only Specials--Internet Only Specials-
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DEBI 
ANSWERS
Dear Sis, 

Most men cannot
read minds or spirits 
and have no idea 
how crushing their 
words can be. If he 
is from a loud, rude, 
yelling, name-calling 
family, then he is just 
acting out what he 
grew up with, and he 
presumes she is just 
like the females he 
knows best. When a 
man fi rst marries, he often has to 
learn that his wife is not one of the 
guys. As the weaker sex, a young 
married woman needs to allow her 
feelings to show when her husband 
is wounding her. In other words, 
she needs to cry loudly, brokenly, 
and express to him (not to you) 
how hurt she is. He will be shocked 

and embarrassed, and soon learn to
treat her more kindly. This is not 
to say she should go around with 
a pouty, unhappy or disappointed 
countenance, always ready to whine 
or reproach him when she does not 
get her way. That would be a sure 
way to run him off (to the offi ce, 
sports or another woman). I am 
not suggesting that a wife should 

live with a chip on 
her shoulder, ready 
to show him how 
much he hurts her. A 
woman needs to ask 
herself, “Am I being 
a sensitive, silly girl, 
trying to manipulate 
my husband with 
my feelings, or am I 
truly mistreated?” If a 
husband takes a verbal 
slug at his wife, she 
needs to let him know 
she has been hit and 
that it really hurts. 
Pretending everything 
is fi ne will only make 
her broken or bitter. 

Some men won’t respect a woman 
until she earns it. If a woman lets 
her husband know that she desires 
his company but not his criticism, 
he may just like her better. Not 
everything that crawls like a worm 
is a worm, but who is to know 
unless it hollers “Ouch” when 
walked on?   

Arranged Marriage

Encouraging Words from a Seminar

Dear Mike and Deb,
My sister went through the courtship thing and married
in complete harmony with Dad and Mom, etc. and she
really believes she married the man whom God chose for
her; but things have not worked out too well. Although
her husband was raised in a rough family, he was a very
nice guy when they did the betrothal year, but changed
dramatically after the marriage. He belittles her, puts
her down, makes her feel worthless and says she can‛t
do anything right. He has lied to her, complains about
anything she does, and tells her she did a terrible job.
He spends money foolishly, and then yells angrily at
her when he is broke. She feels anxious, hurt, and not
sure how to make him happy. She has always been the
sweetest, kindest person, and has always gone out of her
way to please everyone. She is one of those people with
a quiet spirit. I would fi ght back or at least give him a
piece of my mind, but she could never do that. He gets
worse as the months pass. What can she do?
Big sister.

Mike,
I must tell you that being told to my face that I was not born again was a little
different experience! After getting home, I decided I‛m going to believe and push
out all doubts. Then I listened to the Romans tapes, and I can tell you my life‛s been
changed. I‛ve been walking the road of peace and joy like never before. I had always
been plagued with the thought that I did not feel the weight of sin enough for Christ
to accept me. But after realizing that all the conditions have already been met and that
all I need to do is accept his gift of righteousness by faith, is just absolutely wonderful!
How I praise God for letting me come across your teachings. Thank you for being “Salt.”
Moses
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Debi Answers
Dear L, 
You have two important clues. 
First, your husband is a good man 
and loves the Lord, and second, 

all the men of the family had the 
same “faults”. When you live a 
little longer, you will discover that 
ALL men share many of the same 
“faults”, and ALL women spend 
their time and emotional energy 
trying to correct those faults and are 
frustrated when he is man enough 
to stand fi rm against it. A splinter in 
a man’s eye is hard to get out when 
a beam is in your own eye. Love, 
joy, and peace will never come until 
you lay down your expectation for 
your husband and learn to cheer-
fully appreciate him as he is. God’s 
word is very clear in our position 
as women in that we are to honor, 
obey, reverence, and love our hus-
bands. Being critical of him is the 
opposite of this. 
     As mothers we are to be the 
keeper of the home and the children. 
1 Peter tells us that even lost men 
are won by the wife’s chaste con-
versation. Chaste conversation 
would include honoring, obeying, 
and reverencing, but does not 
include being disappointed, critical, 
or manipulative. You need to do 
a personal study of Proverbs 31, 

Esther, Ruth, and Sarah. The Word 
of God is effectual. It will work 
into you the amazing ability to see 
things from your husband’s point 
of view, which will cause you to be 
happy, fun-loving, and joyful. This 
will change your expectations of 
him, and it will cause him to have 
an interest in what pleases you. 
It’s called “the circle of love.” You 
please him, and he likes it – then 
he pleases you, and you love him 
– then you honor him, and he grows 
– then… 
Debi Pearl

Michael Answers
Children may suffer a lack in their 
education and personality when 
they don’t have more involvement 
from their father, but they will 
not be rebellious, disrespectful of 
authority, and dishonoring of their 
mother unless mother is bothered by 
her husband’s lack of participation. 
Given the father’s lack of interest, 
the kids may have an incomplete 
education, but don’t let your attitude  
leave them with an incomplete soul. 

Dear Michael and Debi,

     I just want to thank you for your publications. I am a 23-year-old mom of a 2-year-old son, Ezekiel. 
My friend loaned to me To Train Up a Child and Volumes 1, 2, & 3 of NGJ. My life has been changed 
forever. My husband and I have a great love for Scripture but have not been concerned with training 
our son. My son hit two and KABAM, something happened. He was throwing fi ts in the store, library, 
park, etc. I was going nuts! After reading your books, lights fl ashed on in the dusty corners of my 
brain, exposing an old weaker side of myself that was subconsciously refusing to discipline my son 
because of my own childhood abuse. It was heartrending. I immediately repented and asked the Father 
for strength to nurture my son through a healthy, structured childhood with appropriate training. He 
is a different boy. I get to brag on how good he is, and friends, relatives, and sometimes strangers 
are amazed with his behavior. A greater blessing I could not ask for. I know this sounds like a fl yer 
advertising your books, but it is just my true experience. It comes to me as truth from the Father, His 
blessings to me to make our family fruitful in our life with Him. 

Thank you, 

The Lancasters

Learning our place as wives
Dear Mike and Debi,
How can a wife “encourage” her
husband to participate with
family/children without being
a nag? Things like having the
husband help tuck the kids in
at night without having to ask
him over and over, or to take an
interest in homeschooling? My
3 sisters-in-law have the same
problem, and my mother-in-law
says she was always frustrated
with her husband when the kids
were young. Don‛t get me wrong,
I love my husband, and I know
he is committed to our marriage
and loves the kids and the Lord
very much. It is just frustrating
how fast he loses interest in
what is happening or needs to be
done in the house and is ready to
take a nap or do something fun
instead of what seems needful.
L
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Our Most Common Type Question

Michael Answers
Dear C, 

You will have to look some other 
place for the answer. From what 
I have heard, that’s not one of the 
faults of Irish Catholics. You said, 
“We have a good marriage except on 
the intimacy level.” The quality of 

that intimate union is the measure of 
a marriage. Intimacy is the ground- 
fl oor level; the rest of marriage stands 
on it. A woman may characterize 
such a marriage as “good” without 
it, but I have never heard a man 
do so. Marriage is joining two into 
one. Good sex—good marriage. 
Bad sex—bad marriage. I have 
lots of “good” friends and great 
relationships, but only one sex 
partner—until death do us part. If sh
doesn’t deliver, I have one more goo
friend, but no marriage. 

You asked about a “Christ-
centered, fulfi lling, intimate mar-
riage.” I wrote the book HOLY SEX 
to address just this issue. It does so 
quite well, according to the testimon
of many smiling and mellow couples
I am sending you a free copy. Your 
husband can thank me later, or send 
$1000.00 gift as a down payment on 
his investment  returns.

To answer your question briefl y:
God designed erotic pleasure as a gif
to the human race. When experience
in purity, it is the closest thing to 
worship and heaven this side of the 
New Jerusalem. Porno freaks and 
fornicators will never know the joy

and heights of Christian sex. It 
doesn’t get any better. Don’t be left 
out.

—ATTENTION PLEASE—
ONLY MARRIED COUPLES READ THIS!

The perfect gift is one that will bing a lifetime of joy. 
Help start the young couples off in their new marriage 
with the knowledge of what God says concerning a 
man and his wife.

Husbands love your Wives     -  VHS
Wives honor your Husbands  -  VHS
Holy Sex                -      82pg. Book
Me? Obey him?       -      95pg. Book

Special package price $26.50 AD01-WEDSP

Dear Mr. & Mrs. Pearl,
Our question concerns that of
what a Christ-centered, fulfi lling,
intimate marriage looks like? My
husband and I both had a bad
past. We have a good marriage
except on the intimacy level.
My dear husband feels that a
“switch” turned off in me after
having children, as I no longer
enjoy this part of marriage. I
am embarrassed about the whole
thing. He is very frustrated.
We come from an Irish Catholic
background, and we do not know if
this may be a contributing effect.
C

Dear Mike,
I read your Song of Solomon
(Holy Sex) and I believe it saved
my marriage. I had a lot of junk
and hang-ups (self infl icted of
course). I now love my Solomon
and long to please him. I joy in our
moments together. My husband
goes to work tired some mornings
but HAPPY. I am waiting on bug
free weather and looking for a
trampoline.
Tracy

Dear Brother Pearl,
I have just fi nished reading your
book, “Holy Sex”, and I must
say I found it good, refreshing,
and scriptural. I complement
you on having the willingness to
handle such a touchy subject,
and on being so forthright in the
process, without being vulgar.
Praise the Lord.
Ray
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 Sorry: No phone orders, no CODs, No 
credit cards by mail, US Funds only!

FOREIGN ORDERS 
are shipped surface unless otherwise 
requested.  Please specify your shipping 
choice. We make every effort to keep 
our shipping costs as low as possible.

S H I P P I N G
S t a n d a r d

$ 0.01  -   $10.99   add   $4.50
$11.00 -   $20.99   add   $5.50
$21.00 -   $30.99   add   $6.50
$31.00 -   $50.99   add   $7.50
$51.00 - $100.00   add $10.00
$100.01   or more  add     10%

All foreign orders, including 
Canada, triple shipping and 

handling.

The Law
The Law is a discussion of forms of 
government, written in France by Frederic 
Bastiat 150 years ago. This book is an 
outstanding example of logical thinking and 
beautiful writing, and could have been written 
today, it is very up-to-date politically.
76pg. Book
5405-10  $5.00

EE-Taow! The Mouk Story
See live footage of an entire village, situated 
in the remotest jungles of Papua New Guinea, 
becoming believers in Jesus in one day. 
Featuring: a highly effective means of Bible 
teaching - the “Chronological Approach.”
VHS      2910-71  $20.00

EE-Taow! The Next Chapter
If you liked EE-Taow, you will love the Second 
Chapter. The story continues, proving the Mouk 
to be a people who take their faith seriously. Their 
faith will shake you.
VHS     2910-72  $20.00

Order Online!Order Online!
♦ Payment via Credit Card – VISA, MASTERCARD, DISCOVER
      (No credit card orders accepted through email or snail mail. 

Online only.)
♦ No waiting on Snail Mail for your order to get to us.
♦ Quicker turnaround on orders received through the Online Store.
♦ Internet Specials offered from time to time on select items.

COME VISIT US SOON AT NOGREATERJOY.ORG

Me? Obey him?
A must for every wife. Debi Pearl says, “When 
I was a young bride, I read Me? Obey him? 
by Mrs. Elizabeth Rice Hanford. I can still 
remember the surprise and joy I experienced in 
“trying out” what I had read. 
95pg. Book
6050-10  $3.00

Which version is the Bible?
The King James Bible remains the only Word of 
God to the English-speaking people. Read this 
281 page scholarly book by Floyd Nolen Jones 
and fi nd out why. Be ready to lose your innocence 
concerning the trustworthiness of institutionalized 
Christianity.
262pg. Book              
9510-10  $10.00

OTHER PRODUCTS[ ]

Don’t forget that you can 

Husbands, Wives
Husbands, learn how to sanctify your wife and cleanse her of 
spots, wrinkles, and blemishes. You have the power to bring your 
wife into the fullness of all that God intended her to be.
Wives, learn the freedom of honoring and ministering to your 
man. You can help him become all that God intended him to be.
2 VHS
4140-70  $18.00

Romans Chapter 1–8 Commentary
This commentary contains a careful word-
for-word examination of every phrase, and 
addresses all the hard theological issues that 
have been the foundation of the Christian faith 
down through the centuries.  By Michael Pearl
222pg. Book
8140-10  $8.00
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