
“I have no greater joy than to hear that my children walk in truth.”  III John 4

May-June  2012

Growing Pains



No Greater Joy is a bimonthly publication by No Greater 
Joy Ministries, Inc., a non-profit organization dedicated to the 
advancement of the gospel of Jesus Christ in America and in those 
countries where Christ is least known. A free subscription is avail-
able by writing to the address below or by visiting our website. 
Your questions and comments are welcomed. Please send them to 
the address below. All correspondence to No Greater Joy becomes 
the property of No Greater Joy and is available for publication 
unless the writer expressly requests that it not be published.

This material is copyrighted by Michael and Debi Pearl. 
Permission for the reprint of single articles is granted based on the 
following conditions:
1. The article must be printed in its entirety.
2. No more than one article per publication.
3.  Complete recognition must be given as to the source.
4.  Every reprint must include sufficient information for the reader 

to subscribe to No Greater Joy.
5.  No copyright privileges are conveyed by reprinting any portion 

of this publication.

No Greater Joy MiNistries, iNc. 
1000 Pearl Road • Pleasantville, TN 37033 
www.nogreaterjoy.org

6.  This license to reprint may be revoked from anyone abusing 
this privilege to reprint.

7.  This license is in force until the printing of a public statement 
otherwise.

All Scripture taken from the Authorized Version (King James) 
Holy Bible.

No Greater Joy

May-JuNe 2012
Volume 18 | Number 3
Printed in the USA

editors iN chief
Michael and Debi Pearl

staff PhotoGraPher
Elizabeth Stewart

cover Photo
Elizabeth Stewart

art director 
Lynne Hopwood 

O

Family
  8  Shock: Have the  

Steeles stopped  
homeschooling?!

12  NGJ Kids

Ministry
14  Mama’s Excuses 
20  Rats 

Catalog
30 NGJ Products

Photo: Laura Newman Photography

C
on

te
n

ts

3Pacification  
Parenting

On the Cover

On May 4th The Cane Creek Corner will launch. It will be a weekly 
email from NGJ that includes four windows: video, audio, 
article and happenings around here in Cane Creek. Of 

course, every week our Cane 
Creek Corner readers will 
receive a seriously special 
deal on our newest 
material. Don’t miss a 
single week! Sign up 
today at: ngj.me/email
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Pacification  
Parenting

By Michael Pearl

Accepting the sacrifices of duty and self control is 
a slow process done in increments, like learning to 

walk on sharp rocks.

But, in about eighteen years, 
we will expect them to be totally 
autonomous souls fully responsible 
for themselves. That’s one crazy 
eighteen years, and who is sufficient 
for these things? Many kids are not 
ready to take responsibility when the 
time comes. Most are still not ready 
at thirty. Over half of the population 
never becomes productive members 
of society. They expect someone else 
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     Children begin life totally  
           dependent upon someone else. 
Parents are gifted with a hormonal 
instinct to protect and nurture their 
young—a most compelling and 
satisfying drive. Nothing is required 
of the infant. We patiently tolerate 
crying, waking us in the night, 
throwing up all over us, and still we 
rush to meet their every need and 
desire. 
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to assume responsibility for their 
happiness—parents, government, 
labor union, spouse, or others. When 
life falls apart it is someone else’s 
fault. They make the perfect socialists 
in a welfare state that is presiding 
over its decline. 

How does this happen and what 
can we as parents do to guarantee that 
our sons and daughters grow up to be 
men and women with the dignity of 
responsibility and self sufficiency? 
Homeschooling is a good start, pretty 
much indispensable, but much more 
is required.

There are many reasons why most 
kids grow up to be underachievers 
and over-demanders, but we are going 
to address the most destructive and 
universal. Parents fail to transition 
their dependent infants into self 
sufficiency. That transition should 
begin at about six months, when a 
child learns to feed himself, and it is a 
bell curve thereafter. Every day opens 
up new opportunities for the child to 
take responsibility for his life. By one 
year of age we expect him to wait 
and be patient. By the time he is two 
or three years old, he should begin 
taking responsibility for others in the 
household, performing family chores 
that serve the group, like picking up, 
washing dishes, cleaning, carrying 
in firewood, etc. His contribution 
won’t be much and will be harder on 
us than doing it ourselves, but it is 
indispensable to his training. 

A three-year-old should learn not 
to interrupt and to be respectful of the 

property of others, assisting adults in 
their chores. The six-year-old should 
be completely responsible to dress 
himself and clean his room, including 
changing sheets and vacuuming. By 
the time he is ten years old he should 
be doing the work of a man, and the 
ten-year-old girl should be able to 
replace her mother entirely, caring for 
her or others when they are sick. 

We are not talking slave labor; 
our experience is that of a happy, 
well adjusted child with a high sense 
of self worth as she plays her part as 
a contributing member of the social 
order. The Amish say, “Through 
about their third year children are 
dependent and require extra labor to 
maintain—a drain on the family. The 
four to seven-year-old pays his way, is 
not a drain but neither is he profitable. 
After seven the child is a profit to the 
family, yielding more than it costs 
to maintain him.” The more children 
there are in a family over seven years 
of age the more productive the family 
and the easier it is on the parents to 
make a living and maintain the home. 
That would be the experience of any 
farm family; it was the experience of 
our great grandparents. 

Family is a corporate endeavor, a 
place where children learn to accept 
responsibility and do their part 
for the group. The healthy family 
prepares children for the adult world 
into which they will eventually 
emerge, teaching them to become 
makers instead of takers, independent 
instead of dependent. They cannot 
become confident and powerful if 
they remain dependent on family, 
government, employers, or spouses 
for their happiness.

Herein is the problem. It is 
twofold. First, the modern structure 
of the home does not lend itself 

When the child balks and is 
unhappy with doing his assigned 

duty, parents feel guilty or just 
find it easier to do it themselves. 



to raising children to assume 
responsibility. Kids are not needed. 
How many families need their 
children to cut and split firewood? 
Who gathers eggs and feeds the 
horses and cows? How many are 
carrying and heating hot water for 
washing clothes or taking baths? 
How many must grind wheat and 
knead bread? 

There was a time when children 
learned responsibility from even 
the most ignorant and inept parent 
because the lifestyle placed demands 
upon them, a situation that no longer 
exists in 99.9 percent of our homes. 
Today, in our modern, automated, 
digital, industrialized world, children 
are treated like potted plants, watered 
and nourished, loved and displayed, 
but of no practical use. 

Second, and this is the subject 
at hand, parents are reluctant to 
make demands of their children that 
might cause discomfort. Today’s kid 
is overindulged and underengaged. 
Overindulged children are the 

product of pacification parenting. It 
is easier to appease and make happy 
than to instruct and constrain to 
responsible action. 

Today’s parents must make an 
effort to find areas of responsibility 
for the child, and then it has an 
artificial feel to it, leaving the child 
questioning, “Why should I have to 
do this?” When the child balks and 
is unhappy with doing his assigned 
duty, parents feel guilty or just find it 
easier to do it themselves. After all, 
the automated world in which we live 
does not provide a full day’s work for 
even one person in the family.

And to complicate the situation 
ever further, many parents like 
the good feeling they get when 
serving their children. Overindulged 
children in their consumption are 
momentarily made happy and reward 
their benefactors with delightful 
smiles. Parents become addicted to 
pleasing because it feels so good. 
And to interrupt the little guy’s 
pleasure with demands is not going 
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to feel good. Serving them beyond 
the time when they are capable of 
doing it themselves is a parent’s 
way of saying, “I love you; I wash 
your clothes; I pick up after you; I 
fix your meals and clean up while 
you play games because I love you. 
It makes you so happy when I do 
something for you, so I will be your 
servant and you will love me for it.” 
But there comes a time when the 
big kid is obnoxiously unthankful 
and expects love to come in the 
form of unconditional service. An 
undisciplined, overindulged child 
will grow up to expect society and 
family to make them happy with no 
painful contribution on their part. 
Their sense of entitlement grows with 
every unearned reward. Motel maids 
get more gratitude. The overindulged 
child is the undeveloped child and 
becomes the incompetent adult with 

poor social skills and a lousy self-
image.

Parents are the only hope 
children have. A daddy’s duty 
is to prepare his children to be 
overcomers in a world that is hostile 
to hope and holiness. It should 
be our goal to work ourselves out 
of a job as quickly as possible, to 
bring them to the place where they 
possess the wisdom and will to act 
autonomously.

Happiness is found in producing 
for the benefit of others. Eating out 
of a common pot when you haven’t 
put in more than you take out lends 
itself to moral weakness and a poor 
self-image. 

No child wants to learn self 
discipline. Their human propensity is 
to avoid work and responsibility, so 
they must be organized and managed 
and, where necessary, constrained. 

Our children learn by observation 
and participation. It is daily habits that 
train up children and communicate 
worldviews. A child develops work 
habits by working regularly. It is the 

Happiness is found in 
producing for the benefit of 

others.



www.nogreaterjoy.org | 1-866-292-9936      7

parents’ responsibility to organize and 
manage in ways that instill good habits.

Accepting the sacrifices of duty 
and self control is a slow process 
done in increments, like learning 
to walk barefooted on sharp rocks. 
One’s feet must be toughed one step 
at a time. Many little pains of service 
and duty, tolerated in increments, 
produce tough individuals with moral 
earnestness and a willingness to 
suffer the pain of responsible action. 
You cannot overindulge a kid until he 
is eighteen and then suddenly endow 
him with duty. It will be shockingly 
painful on his tender, pampered 
soul. The overindulged, grown kid 
possesses a worldview that does not 
include painful self-denial. 

So don’t expect a child to choose 
the painful path of participation. 
List their duties on a spreadsheet if 
necessary and put it on the wall to be 
checked off when completed. Take 
your child by the hand and do the 
chores of life together. Make duty fun 
and full of fellowship. 

Children develop a sense of duty 
by being managed into consistently 
performing meaningful acts of service 
to the family unit—by being needed 
in tangible ways. Most parents think 
love is a magic bullet. It is the one 
indispensable foundation, but feelings 
or gestures of love will not provoke 
children to accept the pain of self 

denial. Being needed emotionally 
does not grow character; it breeds 
unhealthy dependence. But we all 
need to be needed in ways that make 
us know we are valued for what 
we do. We are not comforted by 
being loved unless we know we are 
making a contribution to those who 
love us. The loved child who doesn’t 
give back becomes narcissistic and 
either arrogantly self promoting or 
self loathing, possibly both. 

The work of love is found not in 
making the other person comfortable 
in their shortcomings, but rather 
in allowing them to become 
uncomfortable while addressing 
harmful habits. When you fail to 
constrain your child to right action, 
such as picking up after himself or 
cleaning his bathroom, but do it for 
him, you are not loving him; you 
are serving your own feelings by 
avoiding conflict that would make 
you uncomfortable. 

Few parents train their children 
to control impulses and gracefully 
accept delayed gratification; much 
less are children cultivated to 
discern good and evil and exercise 
self denial. Humanity is awesome 
and heavenly in its ability to 
act wisely, contrary to impulses 
and passions, choosing truth and 
righteousness over indulgence 
and intemperance. In contrast, 
humanity is vulgar and depraved 
in its propensity to follow the path 
of pleasure and indiscriminately 
indulge like an inbred dog with no 
master beyond appetite.

The world is a battleground of 
good and evil, and let’s be honest, evil 
usually wins the day as good retreats 
to a lonely spot in hopes of survival.

The work of love is found 
not in making the other 
person comfortable in 

their shortcomings, but 
rather in allowing them to 

become uncomfortable while 
addressing harmful habits. 

Continued on page 11
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Shock: Have the 
Steeles stopped 

homeschooling?!
By Joshua Steele

The vision and power of homeschooling is about parents 
taking responsibility for directing both the character 
training and academic development of their children.

I
Kelsie and I are as committed as 

we’ve ever been to homeschooling. 
Fear not: we haven’t fallen off the 
bandwagon. The “school” that Abby 
goes to is a two-hour class, three 
times a week at the church we attend. 

    In one of my recent blog posts  
    I shared some pictures of Abby 
receiving her first cellphone. As part 
of that post, I mentioned that one of 
our reasons for getting Abby a phone 
was so that we could get in touch 
with her while she was at school. No 
sooner had I published that post than 
I got a note from a friend in the US 
asking why our kids were going away 
to school. Maybe you asked that 
question too. Here’s the answer.
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Our purpose in sending her there right 
now is primarily to help her establish 
a foundation in Ukrainian language 
skills. At the school, they mostly sing 
songs, paint pictures, and—believe 
it or not—have a 30-minute English 
class! The primary benefit is that for 
two hours Abby is forced 
to interact with children 
and adults that speak to 
her almost exclusively 
in Ukrainian. That’s 
something we can’t give 
her very well at home.

At home, we speak 
English. But since we live 
in Ukraine, we believe 
that our kids need to speak 
Ukrainian well. This is not 
only a matter of culture but 
of security. For example, 
if, God forbid, Abby or 
one of the other kids were 
to get separated from us 
in town somewhere, they 
need to be able to tell someone who 
they are, where they live, etc. So 
“school”, as we call it, is more like 
“language lessons.” Abby is already 
doing her regular school subjects 
at home with Kelsie, and based on 
her progress in Ukrainian, we will 
probably discontinue that class after 
the spring semester is over.

I think it’s important to 
remember that homeschooling is 
not defined simply as filling out 
textbooks within the four walls of 
the family domicile. The vision and 
power of homeschooling is about 
parents taking responsibility for 
directing both the character training 
and academic development of their 
children. In modern society, the 
trend is to pass off that God-given 
duty to someone else, often the State. 
We, like many thousands of other 

parents, have seen the dangers and 
shortcomings of America’s current 
public school system, and we desire 
to give our children something much 
better. That said, we also believe that 
delegation is a big part of successful 
education.

The job of the homeschool 
parent is not to know all there is to 
know about every academic subject 
so as to personally impart that 
knowledge to the child. Rather, the 
wise homeschool parent takes charge 
of the child’s entire training program 
– both spiritual and academic – 
teaching personally when possible, 
and bringing in carefully selected 
tutors when needed. It is our belief 
that parents are the principals of 
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their own schools. It 
is the parents who are 
the most qualified to 
select the teachers and 
subjects best suited for 
each of their children.

This managed 
education paradigm 
is in itself a valuable 
asset for any child as he 
enters adulthood. Even 
though I am married 
and working as a full-
time missionary, I am 
constantly learning 
new things. I am the 
manager of my own 
continuing education. I certainly 
don’t know everything—far from 
it—but I do know how to learn 
anything I need to learn. The world 
is my classroom, and when I need 
a new skill, I simply seek out the 
appropriate resources and educate 
myself. This might involve reading 
a book, doing a series of Google 
searches, watching screencasts, or 
even attending college classes. But 
the important thing is that I am in 
charge of my education. I choose to 
learn things that are relevant to the 
work I am doing.

Education is simply a means to 
an end. In the real world, you don’t 
get any tangible credit for simply 
completing a course of training. 
You don’t even get much credit for 
demonstrating that you are proficient 
in a particular skill. (Your diploma 
alone won’t feed you.) A person gets 

The world is my classroom, 
and when I need a new skill, I 

simply seek out the appropriate 
resources and educate myself.

credit for applying his skills in a 
useful manner that is marketable to 
someone else. If you do that, you get 
paid. The key issue is not so much the 
path you choose to acquire new skills, 
but your ability to use those skills 
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profitably. Granted, demonstrating 
that you completed your education at 
this or that university has value, but 
in the end employers don’t pay their 
employees for attending a particular 
school. Employees get paid because 
they do the job they were hired to do. 
If they can’t or won’t do their job, 
their education won’t keep them from 
being fired. That’s the real world, and 
that’s the world for which parents 
should be preparing their children.

I’ll never forget something my 
mom told me years ago about her 
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goals for our education. Speaking in 
the context of academic training, she 
said, “My job is to teach you to read. 
If I’ve done that, then I have given 
you your education.” Think about 
that. In our information-oriented 
society, reading is more important 
than ever before. One who reads well 
can potentially acquire an unlimited 
number of skills. Of course, my 
mom taught my siblings and me 
much more than reading alone. We 
had all the normal subjects: math, 
language, history, science, and so 
forth. But the most valuable skill she 
gave us was the ability to acquire 

knowledge independently and apply 
that knowledge practically. In my 
humble opinion, that is the essence of 
homeschooling. V

In conclusion, remember the 
words organize and manage. That 
is what you should do right now. Sit 
down and write out an organized 
plan to involve your children in 
meaningful responsible chores. 
Determine right now that you 
will not give in to your feelings 
of needing to serve, and that you 
will be tough when they whine 
and act like they are in pain when 
called upon to do their part. When 
you have created a general plan 
for the day, then determine to be 
the hawkish manager of your new 
enterprise. Above all, keep it light 

and fun. Never give in to whining, 
accusing, complaining, threatening, 
or anger. When you organize and 
manage there is never any need to 
be angry, for you are in control and 
no longer depend on intimidation 
to force them to choose rightly. 
You have organized and managed 
them into doing what they should. 
Remember, their feet will toughen 
one step at a time. Each step will be 
a little bit painful, but bearable. In 
time they will be toughened to the 
pain of duty and responsible actions, 
growing strong in self sufficiency 
and service to others. V

Determine right now that 
you will not give in to your 

feelings of needing to serve, 
and that you will be tough 

when they whine and act like 
they are in pain when called 

upon to do their part.

Pacification Parenting - continued from page 7

Your children will love 
watching the Steeles’ two 

young girls quoting Scripture! 
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M really pitching a fit; it is only that he 
loses control of his emotions because 
he is so emotionally high strung. I 
read about high-strung children being 
uptight and often explosive, and not 
knowing how to direct their feelings. 
I think he must be overly bright. His 
aunt is, and she has to use medications 
to help her relax. I do not believe in 
Ritalin, but I know there are some 
brain disorders where such drugs 
are necessary, and my doctor said it 
might help my sweet child to relax. 
Being emotionally volatile runs in the 
family, you understand?”

       “My little man missed his nap 
                today and that is why he 
slapped your Johnny. When your 
Johnny started screaming that he was 
hurt, it upset my boy so badly that 
he threw your cup and broke it, but 
he didn’t do it intentionally. Besides, 
he was just upset that it was empty 
and he doesn’t yet understand how 
to ask. This whole thing was just a 
misunderstanding. He is normally 
such a sweet child, but doesn’t do well 
around so many new people. He is shy, 
you know, and his way of showing his 
feelings is pitching a fit. Well, it’s not 

Mama’s Excuses
By Debi Pearl

“He is not yet capable of understanding sharing. He is 
too young. He gets so stressed, not mad, just stressed 

when he thinks the other child unfairly has the best toys.”  

P
ho

to
s:

 H
om

es
te

ad
C

om
m

un
ity

P
os

t.c
om



www.nogreaterjoy.org | 1-866-292-9936      15

was hurting him, and he was distracted 
with all those children. As you know, 
he does not do well with big crowds.”

“Oh honey, don’t hit. It hurts 
Mama’s heart to see you hit someone. 
I am so sorry he hit your Johnny. He 
thinks it’s unfair that Johnny gets 
the best toys. At MY house I try to 
let the youngest visiting children 
have the best toys, but I guess YOU 
do not have that rule—the golden 
rule, you know. Yes, I know I did 
not do it last time you were there, 
because my boy was just too young 
to understand, but I have decided to 
do it from now on. Anyway, he is 
so young he can’t understand why 
Johnny’s toys are not his. He is not 
capable of understanding sharing yet. 
He is too young. He gets so stressed. 
Not mad; just stressed when he thinks 
the other child unfairly has the best 
toys. He has such a high sense of right 
and wrong. I really hate to explain to 
him about the toys being Johnny’s, 
because he gets so depressed when 
he realizes that he is wrong and has 
to give up his toy. I know it is just a 
stage he is going through.”

“You know, I have heard that 
really smart people tend to be moody, 
and he is given to depression. I have 
that problem as well. When he is 
tired or hungry, sometimes I can tell 
he has a headache and it makes him 
irritable. I bet he has a headache right 
now. If he really gets disappointed 
about something he holds his breath. 
I am afraid he will die right there just 
because some child was too selfish to 
share with him.”

“Are you having peas for dinner? 
I am so sorry, but could you fix 
something for my little man? He 
is so sensitive to textures and just 
can’t swallow peas. No, really, he 
will choke to death before he can 
swallow them. Poor little guy. He 
gets so scared when he chokes that he 
screams for hours, and I never like to 
upset him.”

“Please don’t shut the door; he 
likes to always be able to see his 
mommy. We are so close. Oh, here 
is mama’s boy now. He is hungry 
now and can’t wait for dinner. I 
think maybe he has a touch of low 
blood sugar, and he just gets frantic 
when he’s hungry. No, he does not 
like applesauce, it is mushy. I told 
you about that, how he gets choked, 
remember? He wants a peanut butter 
cookie. I know you planed on having 
the cookies later, but one little 
cookie will not make any difference, 
and his sugar level seems to know 
what he needs.”

“Please forgive him, he did not 
hear you tell him to pick up his cup 
off the floor, or maybe he did not 
understand. He is only three years old, 
and when a request is made out of 
context he can’t understand. Besides, 
he is easily distracted and simply 
forgets what you told him to do.”

“I would put him down for a nap, 
but he can’t go to sleep unless I am 
lying beside him, and it is noisy in 
here. Noise upsets him. My mother 
was like that. She is dead now, but 
she would stay awake for days if there 
was any noise. I told you he missed 
his nap, and I think there is a good 
possibility he is cutting a new tooth. It 
bothers him. He bit one of the babies 
at Church this week. I tried to tell the 
mother he did not mean to hurt the 
little thing; it is only that his mouth 

“Kids are so cruel these days. 
My son feels like no one likes 
him, and I believe he is right.” 
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“That lady at church that leads the 
little boys’ class avoids my son, and I 
can tell she does not like him. He is so 
sensitive and he knows when someone 
thinks he is bad. It is not fair. He told 
me she did not give him a cookie last 
week, and she gave one to all the other 
boys. I asked another little boy and he 
said that only the boys that picked up 
their books got a cookie, but I knew 
she did it just to hurt him and make 
him feel rejected. In fact, he plays by 
himself more and more because people 
seem to pick on him.”

“Kids are so cruel these days. My 
son feels like no one likes him, and I 
believe he is right. And the other lady 
would not let him go with the five-
year-old boys’ class last week. He told 
me how the other children are mean to 
him and it just breaks his heart. When 
it is my turn to keep the younger 
boys, I make them play the games my 
son likes. The only time there is true 
justice is when I am in charge and see 
to it that the other boys play nicely. 
He loves it when I am there. We are 
so close.”

“He has such a strong will, like 
his daddy; he finds it very hard to 
give in. Most children with average 
IQs just blindly do what they are told. 
With his good mind, he has to think 
things out before he decides to obey. 
That is the reason he shut the door 
when you told him not to. And you 
heard him; he does not obey anyone 
but his mama. I thought about teaching 
him to obey others, but I am so afraid 

some stranger might take advantage 
of him. Of course, he might not have 
understood what you meant right then. 
He is too young to understand the now 
and later thing. He did not mean to 
disobey or shut it on your baby’s hand. 
It was an accident. He is so easily 
frustrated because he expects so much 
of himself, and since he’s so sensitive 
he can tell others are displeased with 
him. He needs people, especially ladies 
like you, to really like him so he can 
feel good about himself. His daddy 
does not take time with him like he 
should. I try to make up for his daddy’s 
lack of interest, but no one can take the 
place of a good father, even a mother 
who is as closely bonded as we are.”

“No, please do not think he lied to 
you. He would never intentionally lie. 
He misunderstood what the children 
were doing. You can see by the intense, 
earnest way he is looking at you that 
he could not be lying. No child could 
look you in the face so innocently 
and be lying. He is not old enough 
to understand such duplicity. I can 
always tell if he is guilty. I know most 
mothers cannot because they are not 
as attuned to their children as I am 
to him. He tells me everything, and I 
mean everything. He tries to not say 
bad things about the other boys, but 
you should hear some of the awful 
things the other children do or say, and 
he says they make ugly faces behind 
my back. It is disgusting. I cannot go 
to the other mothers and tell them what 
my son told me that their children 
do. They would not believe it. But he 
does tell me everything and that is the 
reason I know he is telling you the 
truth now. I can tell. Trust me.”

“I have to go. My husband is home 
and he will wonder where we are. 
No, darling, those are Johnny’s toys. 
Put them down. Do not pitch a fit. 

“With his good mind, he has 
to think things out before he 
decides to obey. That is the 

reason he shut the door when 
you told him not to.”
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He’s not really pitching a fit, he is just 
expressing his disappointment, and he 
is so high strung emotionally that this 
kind of upset makes him lose control. 
The other day he was embarrassed 
because a lady talked to him and he 
had a fit, well, not really a fit, but lost 
control. People need to understand that 
raising one of these highly intelligent, 
emotionally volatile children is totally 
different from raising regular children. 
Would you mind so much if we just 
took one little toy home, well, maybe 
two little toys… OK honey, three toys 
home with us? I will be glad to bring 
them back in a day or two. There is no 
sense in upsetting him. Asthma runs 
in the family and stress often brings 
on asthma. If he gets the toys, he will 
settle down at home. He plays better 
by himself. Oh, by the way, he wants 
to take the applesauce to eat on the 
way home. He thinks he likes it now.”

“No, thank you. I know you feel 
strongly about that book, but I read it 
and so did my pastor, and he says it is 
too harsh. Yes, I know that the pastor’s 
children have gone to the devil, but 
that is just it. The pastor says the 
reason his grown children are in such 

sin is because he was too harsh on 
them. Yes, I know his younger children 
are little terrors; everyone knows that. 
But he says when you lose one you 
lose them all. He says the Pearls try to 
train children like they were animals. 
We all know that our children have 
sinful natures, so what good does it 
do to try to train them before they can 
understand? A child so small should 
not be put under the emotional stress of 
having to obey. I tried it for a few days 
and it just made my son mad. I love 
my child and want to nurture him. If I 
spanked him for every disobedience, 
I would be spanking him all day long. 
I know your children are gentle and 
obedient, but your children do not have 
the same temperament as mine. I want 
my child to be close to me, to bond 
with me.”

“Anyway, I am sorry, but I must 
really be going. My husband will 
already be at church, and our pastor 
is having a meeting for all the parents 
with small children. We are going to 
have to make some changes in the 
children’s church. You know how it 
is when you get a bunch of children 
together. I think we should spend the 
money to get better videos, something 
that will hold their interest. What do 
you think?” V

“We all know that our children 
have sinful natures, so what good 

does it do to try to train them 
before they can understand?”
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W

missions

When I was 14 years old, Michael 
Pearl took a group of men and youth 
from my church to a local mall in 
Fort Worth to hand out Gospel tracts. 
I was both scared and excited when I 
was invited to join them, and despite 
my complete lack of experience in 
evangelism, God used that small 
outing to place me squarely on a path 
to overseas missions.

Two years later, I was invited 
to join Jessie Beal and his team in 
Hong Kong, where we ran up and 
down 32-story, high rise apartment 
buildings, distributing an average of 
3,000 tracts per person per day. 

In 1997, I joined Jessie 
for another short-term trip 
in Kiev–the capital city of 
Ukraine–and it was here that 
God showed me the field to 
which I would one day return 
as a full-time missionary. Over 
the course of that five-month 
project, our team learned basic 
Russian, distributed Gospel 
literature, preached open-air and 
ministered in local churches. 

Finally, on March 18, 
2001, God brought me back to 
Ukraine on a permanent basis. I 
settled in the western city of Lviv, 
and being unmarried, I was able to 
completely immerse myself in the 
Ukrainian language. Ten months 
later I preached my first message in 
Ukrainian.

In 2004, I married Kelsie, the girl 
of my dreams, and God has blessed 
us beyond measure with a precious 
family. Our three children Abigail 
(6), Rebekah (4), and Hosanna 
(1) are the joy of our lives! While 
my family will always be my first 
ministry, they are also an invaluable 
support to me in my second ministry: 
teaching the Bible and preaching the 
Gospel in Ukraine.

Photos: The Steeles

Go ye therefore, 
and teach all 

nations, baptizing them  
in the name of the Father,  
and of the Son, and of the 

Holy Ghost:
Matthew 28:19

By Joshua Steele
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Today, Kelsie and I have the 
privilege of serving with a team 
of missionaries called Euro Team 
Outreach (www.euroteamoutreach.
org). Our core ministry is a 
correspondence course called Bible 
First! The primary purpose of this 
course is to introduce Ukrainians to 
the Lord Jesus Christ through the book 
of Genesis. As of this writing, Bible 
First! reaches well over 500 students 
in 21 oblasts (states) across Ukraine.

During the summer months, our 
team hosts Carpathian Mountain 
Outreach, an annual short-term 
project aimed at evangelizing remote 
mountain villages, expanding the 
impact of Bible First!, and providing 
hands-on missions training for young 
men.

If you would like to learn more 
about our family and our work in 
Ukraine, we invite you to visit our 
web site: www.OFReport.com.

For a complete list of missionaries we support, or 
to find out more about how you can help, visit our 
website, www.NoGreaterJoy.org .

While my family will always be my first ministry, they are also an 
invaluable support to me in my second ministry: teaching the Bible 

and preaching the Gospel in Ukraine.
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I

Rats
By Debi Pearl

Your children from birth are empty vessels  
prone to an animal’s existence of eating, drinking,  

demanding, commanding, taking and using. 

a cry that has echoed down through 
time as Job, Jeremiah, and Matthew 
proclaimed, each in his own way, “It 
had been good for that man if he had 
not been born.” What chance had he 
of knowing eternal things when all 
around the rats that call themselves 
humanity breed, fight and die? The 
fog of despair began to dissipate as 
the baby moved down the birth canal. 
As my hands reached forth I felt a stir 
of pure longing as prayer poured forth 
from my soul. “Oh God, take this 
child for thine own. Cause this child 
to know you, to honor you, cause his 
life to show your mercy and grace.” 
And as I wrapped the baby and put 
him to the breast of the young girl 

I went down into the hole in 
      which they live, breed, fight, 
exist. I had been there before, not 
to this particular hole but holes so 
similar they all run together in my 
mind. A quick check told me the child 
would be born before morning. The 
business of the moment caught and 
held my attention until I could see 
the head crowning. For an instant 
time stood still and I was forcefully 
reminded of eternity. A sob rushed 
over me before I could get control; 
another soul was breaking forth into 
eternity. Another living being to 
spend eternity honoring the God of all 
or suffering in a burning hell. As the 
impact hit me, my soul cried within, 

Revisited from 2000
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that was now a mother, God spoke to 
me, “Your job has only just begun. 
Pray, seek to minister, hold them until 
they know you care, then tell them I 
care.” I took peace in knowing there 
was hope. But there are so many . . . 

Perhaps it is my age that causes 
me to ponder and then rejoice 
or weep. When someone comes 
rejoicing with the news the so and 
so family just had their tenth child 
I can only pretend I don’t see a sad 
future. My mind registers the oldest 
rebellious daughter who is destined 
for the hole. I wonder if I will be 
helping her with her first welfare 
baby. The second child is a son, 
overweight and moody. What kind of 
dad will he make? What kind of sons 
will he raise? The third, who knows 
which way she will go, she hasn’t 
reached the age of decision yet. The 
three small children are untrained 
and are sadly lacking self-discipline, 
just like their older counterparts. 
How many families are right where 
this family is, right now? More than 
I care to acknowledge. Daddy is 
always gone, trying to make a living, 
Mom is always sick or tired, so the 
children are left to themselves. Do 
they think the Proverbs didn’t have 
the truth when it says, “. . . but a child 
left to himself bringeth his mother to 
shame”? It takes more than the birth 
to make a Saint. It takes a new birth.

As I sit in the airport waiting to 
board, I overhear a struggling mother 
having a conversation with another. 
“And how many children do you 
have?” “Really,” she responds in a 
sanctimonious tone after hearing the 
other’s response. “I have seven so 
far.” I look around and count. Yes, 
there are seven. The three-year-old is 
in the stroller yelling in a loud, angry, 
demanding voice, “Daddy! Daddy! 

Daddy! I want to be pushed right 
now! DADDY!” The shrill voice 
screeches on and on. But Daddy is 
trying to make ticket connections as 
well as struggling with the five-year-
old who is having a very bad day; 
perhaps he is tired from traveling. 
Mother is nursing the baby while 
another child quietly goes through 
someone else’s belongings. The 
oldest children sit and stare at the TV. 
I want to stand up and apologize to 
those in the airport waiting room. I 
want to say, “This woman knows not 
what she does.” Instead I put my head 
down and pretend I don’t notice. I am 
so tired of pretending.

What am I trying 
to say? I am 
saying, there is 
no difference 
between the birth 
of your precious new 
one and those delivered 
in the hole. There is no 
guarantee of salvation. 
Your children from birth are 
empty vessels prone to an animal’s 
existence of eating, drinking, 
demanding, commanding, taking and 
using. And they will do and be all 
that unless you choose to train them 
to be self-disciplined. And even more 
importantly, they need to see in you 
a God that is real, living and acting 
in and through you. Then they will 
hunger and thirst for righteousness 
instead of what the world has to 
offer. If you don’t have something 
true and real with God, don’t expect 

There is no difference in the birth 
of your precious new one than in 
those delivered in the hole. There 

is no guarantee of salvation. 
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Him to circumvent life’s natural 
consequences just because you have 
ten home-birthed, homeschooled 
children. Having children is a 
temporal blessing. Raising a child 
to fear and know the living God is 
eternal. It requires an everyday, all-
consuming commitment. Don’t tell 
me how many you have birthed; tell 
me how many are this day walking 
in truth. Well, you say, they are all 
under seven years old. Then how 
many this day are walking in the 
truth they have? Are you raising them 
today to be Saints of the Living God? 
Because it is many todays that make 
them what they will be tomorrow. 
If at two years old they are pitching 
fits, if at seven years old they quietly 
refuse to obey a simply command, 
then at 14 years of age they will be 

like the rats, living to gratify their 
lust. The vast majority of people 
who seek our help seek it for their 
teenagers. When we make mention 
of the disobedience of the two- or 
seven-year-old they are offended 
and don’t think we know what we 
are talking about. I want to shout, 
“Give me your unbroken vessel; you 
have already spoiled your teens with 
years of leaving them to themselves.” 
Why do you think the younger five 
children will be any better than the 
two you have already raised? I can 
tell you from experience, it usually 
works the other way. It takes today 
and every day for the rest of your 
life to raise a child. Are you up to 
the task? Will you join me with a cry 
of pure longing, “Oh, God, take this 
child for thine own. Cause this child 
to know you, to honor you, cause his 
life to show your mercy and grace?” 
And will you hear the Savior say, 
“Your job has only just begun.”V

Raising a child to fear and 
know the living God is eternal. 

It requires an everyday, all-
consuming commitment. 

Mar 26
2012

NO

 GREATER JOY

Dear Michael,

My wife and I have been married for 42 years. We’ve been happily 

married for 10 years. For the first 30+ years of our marriage we had been 

part of four different churches, and had attended numerous Christian 

marriage seminars. They can take a good marriage and make it better, but 

no one could turn a bad marriage into a good one. Ditto for the marraige 

counselors.

I came to the conclusion that I would not receive any help from the church, 

but I was determined to solve our marriage problem. When the answer finally 

came, it was dramatic and life-changing. 

To this day, I know of only one ministry that can take a bad marriage 

and make it into a good one---NGJ. 

In His everlasting love & fellowship - Russell

From the Mailbox
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First Generation of  
Mud-covered Spelunkers. 
For those of you who follow the 
blog on PreparingtoBeaHelp-
Meet.com with Shalom; this 
was Shalom at 14 years old.  

I

Still Digging Out
By Debi Pearl

Second Generation of Spelunkers.

of their mamas’ daring adventures. If 
you missed the article, go to viewer.
zmags.com/publication/ccb3af6b#/
ccb3af6b/3 and read the rest of the 
story or swipe the QR code above. 
While there, sign up for our weekly 
Cane Creek Corner. V

If you read April’s online  
      magazine you saw the story Mike 
wrote about Shalom and Shoshanna’s 
uncovering a never-before-entered 
cave. Folks were asking for pictures, 
so here are the spelunkers and now the 
next generation enjoying the results 
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Good afternoon Debi!

A new friend told me she was going to go through your book, Created to Be 
His Help Meet and asked me if I wanted to do it with her. So I looked at it on 

Amazon and read the first chapter and hated every word! I responded to her… 

YES! Let’s do this book! I hate it and need it! Haha. I told her that I was tired of 

doing great Bible studies, acquiring a lot of great Biblical knowledge and not 

changing! Of still talking to my husband harshly, yelling at my kids, feeling 

miserable and then feeling guilty for not being more like Jesus after I just got 

done with an excellent Bible study! I told her even if this book took the rest of 

my life to get through, I wasn’t going to move on from a chapter until it was 

working in my life! I have so much pride and stubbornness about feeling like we 

as women got the short end of the stick! 

My husband loves Jesus! He is a great guy. But I am a stubborn, headstrong, 

strong willed woman who grew up with a mom who was a great mom, but not 

such a great example of a wife. I am pretty much lost when it comes to being a 

Biblical wife. 

So my friend and I spent two weeks in chapter one and I really dug in! I 

prayed, I pouted, and I even wanted to throw the book across the country! But I 

kept on. I was diligent with the actual study part and I also got the journal…

which in my opinion is CRUCIAL! And all of the sudden it was like the Holy 

Spirit knocked this chip off my shoulder yesterday during the “Crown” study. 

I started to get excited about this book and what God was doing. I read chapter 

two today and am just so excited to look for ways to help my husband smile. I 

was so full of joy when he married me (only 3.5 years ago) and now I am bitter, 

resentful, and angry! 

The part where you say one side of the coin is being pitiful, hurt and 

discouraged and on the other side is bitterness, anger and a resentful spirit…to 

throw that coin out before it buys you a divorce…I actually went and got a coin 

and said out loud “ok self pity, hurt, and discouragement” turned the coin over 

“and bitterness, anger and resentment…you are no longer welcome in this home 

and in my life and in my marriage. I am throwing you out because you do not 

belong here!” I went to our front door opened it and threw the coin as far as I could 

and shut the door. Debi, you are a bold woman to write this message to women in 

a culture that screams and yells the exact opposite! Even most churches promote 

the exact opposite! I am excited to see what the Lord does in my marriage and 

I thank God he got this book in my hands EARLY in our marriage, because 

in my own self determination I have been fighting to keep this marriage but 

simultaneously digging in my heels about the Biblical principles not being 

“fair.” Translation: it wasn’t working! But God is doing a work. It isn’t about 

being fair. It is about being the way it is and to just cooperate and obey God’s 

word! Plus, my daughters need me to become a Biblical wife so that they aren’t 

floundering with their husbands when their time comes! Anyhow…I just wanted 

to share with you and thank you. Keep bringing the truth!
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Coming May 4

Our bi-monthly magazine is going WEEKLY! 
May 4th The Cane Creek Corner will launch. It will be a weekly email from 
NGJ that includes four windows: an update on what’s happening in Cane 
Creek (video clip of Mike telling tales for the kids or pictures of what’s going 
on);  a short video clip on child training or marriage with lots of extra pictures; 
an audio from our vintage mailbag questions and answers set; and lastly a short 
article on child training. Of course, every week our Cane Creek Corner readers 
will receive a seriously special deal on our material. Don’t miss a single week. 
Sign up today at: nogreaterjoy.org/magazine/free-subscription/online-
notices



Mar 26
2012

NO

 GREATER JOY

Dear Debi Pearl,

My name is Hayes, and I’m 16 years old and I had never thought about 

preparing myself for marriage, until I read your book, Preparing to Be a 
Help Meet. That book has wisdom! It’s just bursting with it, and it’s so full 

of truth. I have learned so much from it, and now, I am twice as beautiful 

(inside), mature, wise and prepared for being a good help meet. I’m growing 

more and more into a Proverbs 31 girl every time I read your book. You really 

have a gift for writing the truth, and explaining God’s word. Keep it up. 

Every teenage girl needs to read your books. Now my dad has a 24/7 job of 

keeping those boys off my trail J. God bless you and your family.  

- From Hayes

Dear Michael,

I want you to know how grateful I am for all of your many years 

of study of the Scripture. It is your teaching that is breaking my cycle 

of depression over many years. I have looked too much to Christian 

psychololgy on radio and in books. None of it worked, as you know. I have 

been tortured for far too long.

The sad thing is I have received your magazine for many years and 

always have found your articles and stories enjoyable and agreeable, but 

I had never considered ordering any of your teachings. A fellow farmer’s 

market vendor had encouraged me to get your Romans series which was 

free on your website. I took that as confirmation that the Lord was leading 

me in your direction.

As I listened and listened on my iPod, I tried to wrap my mind around 

much of what I was hearing. I am so thankful that you simply teach what 

the word of God says, and you use the Word to teach the Word to show 

that it is all consistent with itself. I now can spot lies and false doctrines 

because I know now what the Bible says.

I am learning to put my eyes on Jesus and to get my focus off myself. 

Also realizing that so much of the depression I face is because of the lies 

of Satan. I am becoming more aware of them because they do not line up 

with the truth. I just want you to know that your teaching on Romans 

and Sanctification have been a turning point in my life. Please pray for 

me and my family that we would grow in grace and the knowledge of our 

Lord and Saviour, Jesus Christ and gain total victory! 

- With sincerest thanks, N. C.

From the Mailbox
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Did you see our  
Marriage Webinar?
It went live this past month and has since been a free down-

load on our website. Lots of people have “liked” it through 
Facebook so we are getting a broader and broader audience. Our 
son Nathan was the narrator asking us questions on marriage. 
We have had wonderful reviews. Folks liked to 
see one of our children telling on us (smile). Be 
sure to watch it and share it with your church or 
friends. If you were blessed and want another mar-
riage webinar let us know and we will be glad to 
do another one.

Contend for 
Your Faith

Join Nathan Pearl for 
Bible Study on Tuesday 
nights at 7:00 pm CST:
ContendForYourFaith.
com
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 Guess who came  
to church on Sunday? 
The sheep and the goat  

Sandcastle Competition
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Guess who interrupts Mike’s preaching these days. Three 
new babies, with two more coming soon! Be sure to listen 
for the babies’ amening on the upcoming Book of James 

audio!

Lo, children are an heritage of the LORD: 
and the fruit of the womb is his reward. 

PSALMS 127:3

Justin, a new daddy, catches winks when he can!



30 www.nogreaterjoy.org | 1-866-292-9936

The Happy Family
Family Resources

Family Books
Created To Be His Help Meet
What God is doing through this book is 
amazing! We are receiving thousands of 
letters from people giving testimony to 
marriages restored and old loves rekindled. 
296-pg. Book  $14.95
Box of 24 books $215.28, a 40% discount
1 MP3  $12.95
Creada Para Ser Su Ayuda Idónea
(Spanish Created To Be His Help Meet)
Book $14.95
Russian Book - 296-pg. Book  $14.95

Created to NEED a Help Meet
All men know that they need their wives 
sexually. What most men don’t know 
is that they need their wives emotion-
ally, spiritually and mentally in order 
to be well-rounded, thoughtful, bal-
anced and motivated men. You will be 
a better man once you come to see the 
whole truth concerning this matter. If 
you are a man, this book is for you. 
Book  $14.95
Box of 24 books $215.28, a 40% discount

Holy Sex 
Michael Pearl takes his readers through 
a refreshing journey of biblical texts 
showing that God designed marriage to 
be in the context of erotic pleasure. 
82-pg. Book $7.95
8-23 copies ea. $5.97, a 25% discount
24 or more copies ea. $4.77,  
a 40% discount
Sexto Santo
Spanish Holy Sex Book $7.95
8-23 or more copies ea. $5.97
24 or more copies ea. $4.77,  
a 40% discount

Jumping Ship
Learn how to keep your children 
from jumping ship too early.
106-pg. Book  $7.95

8-23 copies ea. $5.97, a 25% discount
24 or more copies ea. $4.77,  
a 40% discount
Jumping Ship DVD - 1 DVD  $12.95
Abandonando el barco
(Spanish Jumping Ship Book) $7.95
8-23 copies ea. $5.97
24 or more copies ea. $4.77,  
a 40% discount

Training Children  
to be Strong In Spirit
This is not a time for weak spirits.
Some call it intestinal fortitude. I call 
it guts—spiritual guts. The timid and 
afraid will fall victim to their appetites 
and not have the moral earnestness to 
be men and women of character. The 
greatest gift you can give your chil-
dren is to train them to be strong in 
spirit, courageous, unbending in the 
face of adversity and temptation.
Book $9.95
8-23 copies ea. $7.47, 
 a 25% discount
24 or more copies ea. $5.97,  
a 40% discount

No Greater Joy - Vol. 1
Reprints of the first two years of 
No Greater Joy articles. Covers the 
subjects of sibling rivalry, pout-
ing, bad attitudes, and much more.
Book $7.95
8-23 copies ea. $5.97,  
a 25% discount
24 or more copies ea. $4.77,  
a 40% discount

No Greater Joy - Vol. 2
Covers the subjects of rowdy boys, 
homeschooling, grief, and much more. 
Book $7.95 
8-23 copies ea. $5.97,  
a 25% discount
24 or more copies ea. $4.77,  
a 40% discount  
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No Greater Joy - Vol. 3
Covers the subjects of marriage re-
lationships and how they affect 
children, joy, and much more. 
Book $7.95  
8-23 copies ea. $5.97, a 25% discount
24 or more copies ea. $4.77,  
a 40% discount 

Preparing To Be A Help Meet
Being a good help meet starts long before 
marriage. It is a mindset, a learned habit, a 
way of life established as a young unmar-
ried girl— 
a perfect study guide for small groups. 
296-pg. Book  $19.95
Box of 24 books $287.28, a 40% discount
Audiobook - 1 MP3   $12.95
Spanish Book - 296-pg. Book  $19.95
Box of 24 books $287.28, a 40% discount

The Help Meet’s Journey 
The Journey is a 184-page year-long com-
panion workbook/journal for Created To 
Be His Help Meet. There are extra pages 
for your stories, doodlings, and studies. 
Workbook  $10.95
Box of 24 books $157.68, a 40% discount

To Train Up A Child
Over 650,000 copies sold in English, trans-
lated into many languages. From success-
ful parents, learn how to train your chil-
dren before the need to discipline arises. 
Book $7.95
8-23 copies ea. $5.97, a 25% discount
24 or more copies ea. $4.77, a 40% discount 
1 MP3  $12.95 
Para entrenar a un niño 
(Spanish To Train Up A Child) Book $7.95
8-23 copies ea. $5.97
24 or more copies ea. $4.77, a 40% discount  
Spanish Audio 5 CDs $21.95

Kids Books
Listen To My Dream
A beautifully illustrated children’s 
book about the work of Dr. Mar-
tin Luther King, Jr. that inspires 
children to make a difference.
40-pg. Book  $6.95
12 or more copies ea. $5.21, a 25% discount
25 or more copies ea. $4.17, a 40% discount

Samuel Learns to Yell & Tell
A child predator loses his power when 
he loses his cover. This beautifully il-

lustrated children’s book will arm par-
ents and children against predators.
48-pg. Book  $9.95
8-23 Books $7.47 ea, a 25% discount
24+ Books $5.97 ea, a 40% discount

Sara Sue Learns to Yell & Tell
Debi’s second book in Yell & Tell series! 
Join Sara Sue and her little sister as they 
continue to teach children to yell and tell. 
48-pg. Book  $9.95
8-23 Books $7.47 ea, a 25% discount
24+ Books $5.97 ea, a 40% discount  

Family Audio
Alabama Seminar
Two hours of Michael Pearl speaking on 
child training. These are geared toward the 
father’s role in the family. Tales of Mike 
and his sons’ wild adventures. Boys love it!
1 MP3 $12.95

Becoming a Man
This message is for parents con-
cerned about raising their boys up 
to be men and it is for fathers who 
never learned to be real men. 
1 CD  $6.95

Best Homeschooling Ideas
Debi discusses her best homeschool-
ing ideas. 20-plus years of accu-
mulated wisdom. A best-seller! 
1 CD  $6.95

Only Men
Michael Pearl speaks directly 
and frankly to men about their re-
sponsibilities as husbands.
1 CD  $6.95
Solo Hombres (Span. Only Men) CD $6.95

Starting Over 
The basic message: “Okay, I know 
I’ve messed up in child train-
ing; now what do I do?” 
1 CD  $6.95

When Children Die 
Where is my stillborn baby, the miscar-
ried fetus, or the two year old child who 
died? Do children who die prior to reach-
ing accountability go to heaven? What 
about the children of unsaved parents? 
You will be thrilled with what God 
has in store for your departed child. 
1 CD  $6.95
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Young Adults & Marriage 
This message is the story of all five 
of our children finding their mates. 
1 CD  $6.95

Family DVDs
Balanced Patriarch
When do children cease to be un-
der parental authority? 
1 DVD  $12.95

Becoming Tempered Steel
Joshua Steele talks to young men about 
being a man and a minister of the Gospel. 
Highly recommended by Michael Pearl.
1 DVD  $12.95

CHILD TRAINING 101
If you want to introduce child-
training principles to a friend, this 
is the one DVD to give them.
1 DVD  $12.95

NEW!  Good and Evil Episodes 1-3
We made the Good and Evil Illustrated 
Bible storybook into single-chapter comic 
books. Now, see the animated version! 
Part ONE is THE BEGINNING. The 
story takes us from Adam and Eve to the 
Tower of Babel. Part TWO is ABRA-
HAM. The story takes us from Abraham 
and Isaac to Hebrew slavery in Egypt. 
Part THREE is MOSES. See the story 
of Moses in full color animation!
1 DVD  $14.95

Herbs with Shoshanna Vol. 1 
In the Making Herbs Simple DVD, join 
Shoshanna and friends as they teach you 
how to identify and use herbs growing in 
your own back yard, make poultices, tinc-
tures, and herbal hair treatments, and much 
more! Includes a full-color, 20-page com-
panion guidebook for helpful reference. 
78 minutes. 1 DVD  $24.95

Herbs with Shoshanna Vol. 2
Making Herbs Simple Vol. 2 is a hands 
on DVD about herbs. Shoshanna will take 
you into the wild, where you can identify 
herbs, learn what they are good for, and 
how to make a remedy out of them. 
75 minutes. 1 DVD  $24.95

Homesteading for  
beginners Part I
Teaches you basic country-life skills 
like gardening, raising and butcher-
ing chickens, cutting firewood, bak-
ing bread, making cheese, and much 
more. Children love this DVD! 
1 DVD  $19.95

Homesteading for  
beginners Part II
Learn all about making maple 
syrup, soda bread, vinegar, yo-
gurt, and a variety of homestead-
ing skills. Geared more for adults.
1 DVD  $19.95

Homesteading for  
beginners Part III
More homesteading tips from the former 
city slickers, including meat prepara-
tion. Excellent step by step instruc-
tions for the novice homesteader. 
1 DVD  $19.95

Knife & Tomahawk  
Throwing For Fun
Michael Pearl demonstrates and teaches 
knife and tomahawk throwing.
1 DVD  $16.95

Marriage God’s Way
Husbands, learn how to sanctify your 
wife and cleanse her of spots, wrinkles, 
and blemishes. Wives, learn the freedom 
of honoring and ministering to your man. 
2 DVDs  $19.95

Movers & Shakers
Michael encourages parents to 
train their children to be tomor-
row’s movers and shakers. 
1 DVD  $12.95

Teaching Responsibility
In this seminar, Michael Pearl uses 
humorous stories and practical examples 
to illustrate the simple process of training 
your children to work without complaint. 
2 DVDs  $19.95

The Joy of Training
Michael and Debi Pearl tell how they 
successfully trained up their five chil-
dren with love, humor, and the rod. 
2 DVDs  $24.95
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Bible Teaching
Audio Verse by Verse

BIBLE

Books of the Bible
Matthew 
Michael Pearl describes this book as 
the last book in the old covenant. 
A grasp of the book of Matthew is 
essential to a proper understand-
ing of the New Testament. 
1 MP3 CD  $12.95

Mark 
Michael teaches through the 
book of Mark verse by verse. 
1 MP3 CD  $12.95

Luke 
Michael teaches through the book of  
Luke verse by verse.
1 MP3 CD  $12.95

John 
Every verse is discussed, every critical 
word examined. Here is doctrinal and 
practical teaching to enrich your life.
1 MP3 CD  $12.95

Acts 
The book of Acts is a thrilling drama 
of the missionary activities of the early 
church. From gifts of the Spirit to ship-
wreck, stoning to death and deadly 
snake bites to angels opening prison 
house doors, this is the story of the men 
who built the church Christ promised.  
1 MP3 CD  $12.95

Romans 
Until you know the book of Romans you 
don’t know the Bible. If you have never 
listened to any Bible teaching by Michael 
Pearl, this is the place to start. We contin-
ually receive testimonies of lives changed 
and souls saved through listening to this 
greatest of all New Testament Books.
1 MP3 CD $12.95
(See Romans Commentary in Books)

Galatians 
Many professing Christians who don’t 
have a personal relationship with Christ 
are seeking meaning in Rabbinical Juda-

ism, keeping feast days and Sabbaths, 
and resorting to using Hebrew words for 
God and Jesus. Many are “falling from 
grace” in their attempt to give the law of 
Moses a place in their daily lives. God 
gave us the book of Galatians to answer 
this ancient and now modern heresy. 
1 MP3 CD  $12.95

Ephesians 
Practical and Scriptural Bible teach-
ing to encourage the believer. Includes 
teaching on husbands and wives. 
1 MP3 CD  $12.95

1 & 2 Thessalonians 
The Apostle Paul writes to his fa-
vorite church, the one that had been 
faithful under persecution.  
1 MP3 CD  $12.95

1 Corinthians & Colossians
This is a book of radical answers for 
radical times. If you enjoyed Ro-
mans, you need to hear Colossians. 
Learn about your spiritual circumci-
sion. Two books on one MP3 CD.
MP3 1 CD  $12.95

Hebrews 
This is a book that will bless you like 
no other. As you study the book of He-
brews, you will not only learn about 
faith, you will actually have faith 
built into you by the Word of God.
1 MP3 CD  $12.95 

1 & 2 Peter 
Thirteen messages totaling over 
nine hours of teaching. 
1 MP3 CD  $12.95

1, 2, 3 John, & Jude 
The epistle of 1 John is the scariest book 
in the Bible. He that is born of God sin-
neth not! Why did the devil try to carry 
off the body of Moses? Who is antichrist, 
and why does he deny that Jesus came in 
the flesh? What is the sin unto death?
1 MP3 CD  $12.95
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Bible Topics MP3s & CDs
2 Steps to Heaven 
This is the simplest, clearest, easi-
est to understand gospel message. It is 
especially suited for those who have 
doubts or who are trusting in a con-
fusing mixture of faith and works. 
1 CD  $6.95

50 Sins 
Your sins are found in this list.  
1 MP3 CD  $12.95

A-B-C Bible Verse Songs
Small children love this! Beka and some 
of the kids in the church sing the A-B-C 
Bible verse songs that her mother taught 
her when she was growing up. Your little 
ones will want to listen to this day and 
night, and by doing so they will learn 
26 Bible verses with the references.  
1 CD  $6.95

Am I Saved? 
Three message set: Born Again, 
Am I Saved? and Repent, dis-
cusses the nature of repentance and 
faith as it pertains to salvation. 
1 MP3  $12.95

Authority Praying 
Michael preaches on the believer’s posi-
tion in Christ and how prayer is based 
on the authority that is ours in Christ.
1 CD  $6.95

Body, Soul, Spirit 
Several years ago Michael taught a 5-mes-
sage series to the church and it has now 
been edited and released. The 5 messages 
are a smorgasbord of subjects. The mes-
sage begins by discussing the nature of 
man (body, soul, and spirit – mind, will and 
emotions) and proceeds with a discussion 

of the nature of temptation and sin. Mi-
chael then tackles the sovereignty of God 
and the free will of man, total depravity, 
and other like issues. A drawing he made 
during the teaching will also be included.
1 MP3 CD  $12.95

If by Grace/God’s Chosen People 
Two messages on one CD: Salva-
tion is completely by grace with-
out the deeds of the law. Israel re-
mains God’s chosen people. 
1 MP3 CD  $12.95

PLAIN TALK 
In the Fall of 2010 Mike spoke to 
250 Amish and Mennonite people 
on the subjects pertinent to them.  
1 MP3 CD  $12.95

Repentance, True and False 
“Repent of your sins” is not found in 
the Bible even one time. What does the 
Bible teach regarding repentance?
1 CD  $6.95

Righteousness 
Four messages on salvation: The Man 
Christ Jesus, The Blood, Imputed Righ-
teousness, Saving Righteousness.
1 MP3 CD  $12.95

Sin No More & Sanctification 
Are you still a “Romans 7 Christian”? 
I assure you, God not only saves his 
children from the penalty of sin but he 
saves them from its power as well. Two 
sets of messages on one MP3 CD.
1 MP3 CD  $12.95

Sinful Nature 
These messages answer some of the 
ridiculous teachings of an ancient her-
esy sometimes called “Calvinism.” For 
too long, Reformed theology has robbed 
the church of the power of God. 
1 MP3 CD  $12.95

Sons of God and Giants 
The Jews have taught it for 3,500 years. 
The church fathers believed it and wrote 
of it, but it is too radical for our present 
generation. They will ridicule you if you 
believe it. But what does the Bible say? 
1 CD  $6.95
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Good and Evil
For those who have never heard.
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Bible Questions DVDs
50/50 DVD
Unscripted and spontaneous, follow 
Mike around the farm as he answers 
your Bible questions. Varied ques-
tions and answers in a changing con-
text makes this series captivating. 
1 DVD  $12.95 

Books
By Divine Design 
If you are philosophically minded, 
this book will appeal to you. It ad-
dresses the question, “Why, God, 
did you let this happen?” 
85-pg. Book  $7.95
8-23 copies each $5.97, a 25% discount
24+ copies each $4.77, a 40% discount

Eight Kingdoms 
Understand the Bible by discovering 
the differences between the kingdom 
of God and the kingdom of Heaven. 
Book  $12.95, 
Box of 34 $265.00, a 40% discount

Good and Evil
A 320 page, award-winning graphic novel 
depicting the Bible stories from Genesis 
to Revelation, written by Michael Pearl 
and featuring spectacular artwork by 
Marvel Comic artist Danny Bulanadi. 
English Book  $24.95
Box of 26  $389.22, a 40% discount
El Bien y El Mal - Spanish Book - $24.95
Box of 26  $389.22, a 40% discount
Chinese Book  $24.95, 
Box of 26  $389.22, a 40% discount
German Book  $24.95

Good and Evil Comic Books
Our popular book, Good and Evil, has been 
printed in one-chapter comic books. Kids 
will beg you for the next chapter. 6 1⁄2" x 
10 1⁄4" 28 pages each, soft cover, full color.
English Parts 1-3  $2.99 each
25+ copies $2.00 each, a 33% discount 
3-pk  $4.50, a 50% discount
Spanish Parts 1-5 $2.99
25+ copies $2.00 each, a 33% discount
5-pk. $7.50, a 50% discount

Good and Evil -  
Kids’ Coloring Books
Based on the popular Good and Evil book. 

Sold separately or in a 4-Book Set. 
Books 1-4, $2.00 each
25+ copies each $1.50, a 25% discount
4-Book Set $4.00, a 50% discount

Repentance 
When the Bible warns a sinner to  
repent, what is the nature of that 
repentance? Michael Pearl exam-
ines all 112 uses of “repent”. 
44-pg. Book  $4.50
12+ copies ea. $3.15, a 30% discount

Revelation Poster & Handbook 
This poster is a print of an original paint-
ing done by Michael Pearl which shows 
the events of Revelation in chronological 
order. It is 40"x 19" on heavy, glossy pa-
per. The handbook which accompanies it 
is filled with Old Testament references and 
commentary to the events in Revelation.
Poster  $12.95

Romans ch. 1-8 Commentary  
This popular commentary is a careful 
word-for-word examination of the most 
important book in the Bible, address-
ing the hard theological issues that have 
been the foundation of the Christian 
faith down through the centuries.
222-pg. Book  $8.95

Booklets
1 John 1:9 the Protestant   
Confessional 
Must a Christian confess his sins in order 
to be forgiven? Not on your eternal life.
23-pg. Booklet  $1.50
25 or more booklets $1.00 each

Baptism in Jesus’ Name 
Is water baptism made valid by the preach-
er uttering the words “in Jesus’ name”? 
17-pg. Booklet  $1.50
25 or more booklets $1.00 each

In Defense of Biblical  Chastisement
Michael brings clear understanding back 
into the confusing and often misunder-
stood subject of corporal chastisement. 
29-pg. Booklet  $1.50
25 or more booklets $1.00 each

Justification and the Book 
of James 
James clearly teaches that works jus-
tify a man while Paul teaches that a 
man is not justified by works. Are 
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they contradicting each other? 
26-pg. Booklet  $1.50
25 or more booklets $1.00 each

LEARNING FROM THE ATHEISTS 
Mike tackles the arguments for the 
faith by taking the atheists’ own logic 
to prove Jesus Christ is God. 
32-pg. Booklet  $1.50
25 or more booklets $1.00 each

Pornography, Road to Hell
Michael addresses the deadly scourge 
of pornography head-on. He shows how 
repentance toward God and the power 
of the gospel of Jesus Christ can break 
the bondage of this wicked perversion.
12-pg. Booklet  $1.50
25 or more booklets $1.00 each
Spanish Pornography Booklet $1.50
25 or more booklets $1.00 each

The Gap Fact 
The Bible clearly declares that the 
Earth existed before the six-day cre-
ation. Don’t let well-meaning cre-
ation scientists cloud this Biblical 
truth for you. Study it for yourself.
30-pg. Booklet  $1.50
25 or more booklets $1.00 each

To Betroth or Not to Betroth
The dangers of the betrothal system 
are exposed with the light of bibli-
cal truth, bringing objectivity back to 
an often-misunderstood subject. 
28-pg. Booklet  $1.50
25 or more booklets $1.00 each

Other Books by Pearls
Rebekah’s Diary
Rebekah Pearl (now Rebekah Anast), 
daughter of Michael and Debi Pearl, tells 
the awesome story of God’s guidance 
and protection as she, a 22-year-old girl, 
all alone where no white person had ever 
been, adapted to a primitive culture. 
106-pg. Book  $7.95
8-23 copies ea. $5.97, a 25% discount
24+ copies ea. $4.77, a 40% discount  

The Vision
What do you get when Islamic ter-
rorists and White Supremacists go 
up against a small group of Bible 
believers in the hills of East Tennes-
see? Get your hands on a copy of this 

intensely exciting, informative novel!
338-pg. Book  $14.95

Books by Other Authors
FIVE POINTS of Calvinism
George Bryson
Each of the much-touted five points of Cal-
vinism is carefully compared with the clear 
teaching of God’s holy and infallible Word, 
providing both serious Scriptural challenge 
and correction to the extremes of Calvinism. 
125-pg. Book  $5.95

The 2006 Geneva Bible –  
The Trojan Horse 
Dr. Samuel Gipp
This is Dr. Gipp’s answer to the all  
the hoopla surrounding the 
“Geneva” Bible.  
104-pg. Book  $5.95

The Answer Book 
Dr. Samuel Gipp
Contains answers to 62 often-asked questions 
concerning Bible translation issues and the 
preservation of the Bible in the Authorized 
Version. It is scrupulously researched and 
beautifully written—a pleasure to read.
165-pg. Book  $6.95

Why the King James Bible  
is the Perfect Word of God 
Gary Miller
Today, hundreds of books call them-
selves Bibles. In this book you will see 
why they cannot all be the words of God 
and why only the 1611 KJV is God’s per-
fectly preserved Word in English. 
48-pg. Book  $3.99

Hazardous Materials 
Dr. Gail Riplinger 
Michael Pearl says, “By the time I fin-
ished reading the 45 page introduc-
tion to this 1200 page book I knew the 
final definitive work had been written 
on the issue of Bible translations.” 
1214-pg. Book $29.95

King James, His Bible,  
and Its Translators
Lawrence M. Vance  
This collection of essays on the subjects of 
King James, his Bible, and its translators is 
the result of painstaking, original research, 
with an emphasis on primary resources. 
Book  $8.95
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New Age Bible Versions 
Dr. Gail Riplinger 
This book is the result of an exhaus-
tive six-year collation of new Bible ver-
sions, their underlying Greek manuscripts, 
editions and editors. It objectively and 
methodically documents the hidden alli-
ance between new versions and the New 
Age Movement’s One World Religion.
700-pg. Book $16.95

The Hidden History  
Of The English Scriptures
Dr. Gail Riplinger
Contains original research into the manu-
scripts and languages from which all 
nations and tongues have derived their 
Bibles. There is nothing else like it in 
print except a 1200 page book by the 
same author—In Awe of thy Word. 
70-pg. Book $7.95

The Other Side of Calvinism 
Laurence M. Vance, Ph.D. 
This book presents the other side to the 
over 400-year-old debate of the doc-
trines of Calvinism. Mike Pearl states, 
“This is the best book exposing the 
heresies of Calvinism. If you are a Bible 
believer concerned about TRUTH, this 
is a must-read.” Hard bound book.
788-pg. Book  $29.95

Software
Swordsearcher Software
This is an easy program to use. In-
cludes over 70 study references such 
as the KJV, KJV 1611, early transla-
tions by Tyndale and Wycliffe, com-
mentaries and much more! 
PC only Software CD  $34.95

Become an NGJ Distributor
By Chuck Joyner, Assistant General Manager

W      What benefits are the over  
           625 NGJ distributors enjoying 
that you could be enjoying also? For 
starters, they get a discount on top 
quality materials for their own personal 
use or to sell or share with others. They 
can subscribe to Distributor Email and 
receive advance notices of new materials 
and additional discounts beyond what 
they regularly receive. Many are gaining 
business experience for themselves and 
their children, preparing them to be the 
entrepreneurs of tomorrow, and starting 
or expanding their ministry using NGJ 
materials to minister much-needed truths 
on family relations, child training and 
sound doctrine. Also, distributors can 
now order online. Go to nogreaterjoy.
org/distributors to learn more about 
partnering with us as a distributor. Then 
email or call Chuck at  
cjoyner@nogreaterjoy.org or  
931-593-3115 to get started.

Existing Distributors
Available upon request: 
•  Your complete contact information 

on our website. You provide the text 
and NGJ will do the rest.

•  A listing of homeschool conventions 
in your area. Homeschool 
conventions are usually now through 
August of each year.

•  Images and product descriptions 
for you to use on your website or 
advertising.

• Ten FREE business and marketing  
   reports.
•  Advance notification on new products 

and special discounts..

New or existing Distributors:
To get advance notices on new products 
and distributor-only discounts, sign up 
at ngj.me/emaild. The discounts are 
over and above your standard discount, 
so be sure to sign up ASAP.
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Good and Evil  
Update
By Chuck Joyner, Assistant General Manager

Please see the order form to donate to the Good and Evil project.

Burmese 
Cebuano 
English 

2 or More Printings:
Chinese
 (Simplified) 
Khmer

Spanish 
Thai 
Vietnamese

New Languages: Kekchi (Mayan dialect spoken in 
Guatemala and Belize), Pashtu (Afghanistan)

Negotiating with translators: Oriya, Tigrinya

Portions Printed: Mongolian, Sotho, Tsonga, Tswana

Finished/ Looking for proofreaders:
Tibetan, Shan, Japanese

Burmese
Cebuano
Chinese  
  (Simplified)
English
Falam Chin
Hawa Naga
Hindi
Hmong
Jinghpaw 
  (Kachin)

Karen   
 (S’gaw Karen)
Khmer
Korean  
 (South Korea)
Lao
Lisu
Lithuanian
Mongolian
Nepali
Rawang

Good and Evil Printing Report
Good and Evil has been printed in:

Russian (color)
Spanish 
  (Latin  
  American, 
  Mexican)
Thai
Ukrainian
Urdu
Vietnamese
Wa
Zaiwa

Ready to Print/Negotiating with Printers:
Punjabi (Pakistan), Castellano, Czech, Afrikaans,  
Romanian, Mongolian (reprint), Russian (black & white)

In Final Proofing: Bahasa Malaysia, Catalan, 
Tswana (complete book)

“Through” Not “To”
When you make a donation to NGJ for the Good and Evil Translation Proj-

ect, a specific language or the general ministry you are not really giving “to” 
NGJ. Yes you write the check to NGJ or “NGJ” appears on your credit card 
statement, but we are just the conduit. You are giving “through” NGJ. The profits 
from the sale of NGJ materials cover the operational expenses of the ministry as 
well as some of the ministering expenses. This means that overhead expenses do 
not come out of your donation. Your support of the Urdu language Good and Evil 
means that souls in India and Pakistan are receiving the Gospel message in their 
own language. Your support of the Latin American Missions results in Mexican 
soldiers at checkpoints receiving a copy of Good and Evil. Your General Ministry 
Gift gives us the flexibility to fund whatever is the most pressing current need. 

To quote our man in charge of the Translation Project, “We are being 
slammed right now with a bunch of languages…” The translator of the Tai Dai 
language (southern China and SE Asia) just reappeared with a finished transla-
tion after a year’s absence. Bahasa Indonesian (With 23 million native speakers 
and 140 million as a second language, Indonesia  has one of the world’s larg-
est Muslim populations), Kyrgyz (4 million speakers in Kyrgyzstan and several 
other Asian countries) and Tedim Chin (India and Myanmar/Burma) are now in 
house awaiting approval of final corrections. They have also completed entering 
the Simplified Chinese characters into a document for the translator to convert 
into Traditional Chinese characters, which is a highly demanded language. With 
your continued support we expect to see these languages (and more?) available 
for distribution and by print on demand (POD) by 2013.

For more information on how you can support the Good and Evil Translation 
Project or the other ministry projects, call or email Chuck at cjoyner@nogreater-
joy.org or 931-593-3115. 
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  Earliest reports indicate 

that children are fascinated 

by it. Parents are reporting 

that their five- and six-year-

olds are learning to read by 

following the words in the 

book as the dramatic voices 

and sound effects bring the 

story to life. 

Your purchase of this 

in English will finance the foreign language versions that we will make 

available to missionaries free of charge.
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SPECIALS May 1 - June 30, 2012

(These specials cannot be combined with any other specials, discounts or quantity pricing.)

25% OFF
YOUR ENTIRE ORDER! 

Use coupon code SPECJUNE

June 1 - June 30, 2012 Only

May 1 - June 30, 2012

Mom’s Day Special 
Created To Be A Help 
Meet Book and MP3 CD
REG. $27.90  NOW $19.95 
 (Item #6109-05)

Dad’s Day Special 
Created To NEED A Help 
Meet Book and MP3 CD
REG. $27.90  NOW $19.95 
 (Item #2101-05)


