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“I have no greater joy than 
to hear that my children 
walk in truth.”  III John 4

Wise Decisions



In our previous magazine we 
asked our readers to join with us 
by passing on their NGJ magazine 
to another family, and to ask 
for additional free copies of our 
magazines to pass them out at 
church, homeschool meetings, 
family gatherings, etc. WOW…the 
response was overwhelming! 

In the months to come folks 
will come to know the Lord, 
marriages will be restored and 
families will be blessed due to your 
efforts and willingness to spread 
the Word. God Bless You. 

~ Debi g
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Reaching the Heart
By	Shalom	Brand

Providing a sanctified environment is not enough.
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My fourth child, Roland, is now 
a year old, and it is time for his one-
on-one training, which has caused 
me to consider my approach to 
training him.

When Gracie was a small child, 
my husband Justin and I would sit on 
the floor with her and have training 
lessons: “Come to Mama; come to 
Daddy; do not touch this; do not 
touch that; no; yes; good girl,” and 
the list went on. She was trained 
continually on the do’s and don’ts. 
Obedience and wisdom were instilled 
deep into her heart.

After Laila was born, we used 
Gracie to train Laila. We would tell 
Gracie to come and Laila would 
follow. We would tell Gracie to pick 
up her toys and Laila would help. I 

would sit on one side of the room 
and Justin on the other, and we 
would say, “Gracie, Laila, come to 
Mama,” and Gracie and Laila would 
obey. If Laila did not understand the 
command, Gracie would take her 
hand and lead her. Then Parker came 
along and followed his big sisters 
around, doing everything they did. 
If they were picking up toys, he did 
too. If Mama called Gracie, then he 
wanted to come too. 

All seemed well and fine; I had 
three obedient children. But when 
I stepped back and looked at their 
hearts, I saw that the time and one-
on-one training I had given to Gracie 
had instilled it in to her heart. The 
other children had surface obedience, 
learned habits, not obedience of the 



heart. When I separated Laila from 
Gracie and gave her a command on 
her own, she was slower to obey and 
would ask, “What is Gracie doing? 
Can Gracie help me?” Parker did the 
same.

I asked a father at church, 
whose children range in age from 
one to eighteen, if he noticed that 
the example of the older children 
caused the younger ones to obey, 
and, of course, his answer was 
yes. When you put children in a 
good environment surrounded by 
obedience, they will most likely 
follow in the path of others. But 
when they are pulled out of the 
parade and must stand alone, will 
they still be obedient? This reveals 
whether their obedience is from the 
heart or merely from habit.

I have often wondered why in 
many families, where all the children 
are raised the same way, when the 
younger ones get older and are not 
bound by the family structure they 
follow the path of whoever surrounds 
them—which frequently means wild 
kids. I look at Gracie and know that 
when she is fourteen and wants to 
hang out at the church volleyball 

court with all the other young people, 
they will not be leading her, but she 
will be leading them, for it is in her 
heart to obey. 

When we five kids were growing 
up and Dad was training us, we were 
not trained BY the good environment 
that he put us in, but were trained 
BECAUSE of the not-so-good 
environment that we were in. Mom 
and Dad were always ministering 
to sinners, and we knew them 
personally. Today homeschooled, 
Christian families are putting their 
children in the best environment, 
with the best chance to turn out well, 
yet some of their children are leaving 
the faith and moral teachings. 
Keeping your children in a sanctified 
environment with no opportunity to 
sin is not the same as training them 
to choose to do what they ought. 

Many parents are relying on their 
environment and the controls they 
have put in place to raise good kids, 
just like I used Gracie’s obedience 
to get my other children to obey. But 
when pulled out on their own, will 
they stand the test? We as parents 
need to examine the heart to make 
sure that we do the best job we can to 
instill the same training and wisdom 
in the second, third, and tenth child 
as we did in the first, so as not to lose 
even one child to the world.  
~ Shalom g
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Many parents mistakenly rely on 
their environment and control to 

raise good kids.

Child Training Resource
The	greatest	gift	you	can	give	your	children	is	
to	train	them	to	be	strong	in	spirit,	courageous,	
unbending	in	the	face	of	adversity	and	
temptation.

Training	Children	to	Be	Strong	in	Spirit
$9.95	Book

Item#	5650-10
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Learn to Choose Wisely
By	Shoshanna	Easling

My goal is to train my children to  
perceive the value of wise choices.
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Late one afternoon this past 
week, I was driving home from the 
office with Jeremiah and Penelope in 
the back seat. I was deep in thought, 
planning the content of my next 
book, Making Vegetables, Volume 
Two, when my son interrupted my 
reverie with, “Hey Mom, if you 
could learn or be really good at 
anything, what would it be?” He 
is always coming up with funny 
questions. 

“Well, I would like to know 
a lot about and be really good 
at preserving, fermenting, and 
storing food. Because I am writing 
the Making Vegetables Series, 
I am studying everything about 
vegetables. In preparation for 
Making Vegetables, Volume Two, 

I have been spending a lot of time 
studying how to preserve and prepare 
foods so they will be really tasty and 
healthy.”

I could see his puzzled and 
thoughtful face in the rearview 
mirror as he pondered my answer. 
Then he amazed me with this 
response, “On the outside that seems 
kinda normal and boring, but when 
you look at food close up it is very 
interesting.” Pausing a moment he 
continued, “Yeah, it is a good thing 
to know. And I can see it would be 
a good thing to learn. What I was 
going to say, that I would like to 
be really good at, is doing tricks on 
my bike. When you look at it on the 
outside, that seems very interesting, 
but when you look at it up close you 



can see that it is really just normal 
and not that interesting, nothing you 
can really use.” 

He is a young boy, and doing 
thrilling things with a bicycle is an 
important part of growing up, so I 
talked with him awhile about the fun 
of learning bike tricks. But I knew he 
had perceived the value of practical 
knowledge over recreational thrills. 
I marveled at his wisdom. Even the 
question was thought-provoking and 
wise. He is learning to make wise 
decisions. He is questioning what 
I value so he can decide what he 
values. 

When I was a young teen, two 
very challenging, totally unexpected 
opportunities beckoned me. When 
I was about 17 years old, I went to 
the YMCA with my older brother 
Gabe to play volleyball. A scout 
noticed my performance and offered 
me a full scholarship to be trained 
for the junior Olympics. What an 
opportunity! I talked to my mom 

and dad, and they basically told me 
that they had raised me to make 
my own decisions and now was the 
time to start! My only thought was, 
“Oh, man, why let me start making 
decisions NOW? I don’t know 
what to do.” I thought about all the 
hours of practice and how much I 
would have to give up just to play 
volleyball. I did not want to be only 
a volleyball player. I knew that if I 
accepted the scholarship, it would 
shape the direction for the rest of 
my life. I would meet new people…
make new friends…and at some 
point fall in love with my best friend, 
whoever that might be. I knew that 
God could use me in that life, and I 
could minister to people, but that was 
not the direction I wanted my life to 
go. 

That very summer, another 
opportunity presented itself, and this 
one was a major surprise. A different 
scout had seen me riding down the 
road in an Amish buggy with some 
of my friends. A few weeks later, 
the same scout saw me at our small 
hometown fair. The unknown, very 
city-like lady rushed up to me, 
grabbed my arm with exhilaration, 
and exclaimed, “I’ve been looking 
everywhere for you!”

Startled, I laughed. She told 
me that she was a scout looking for 

6	 www.nogreaterjoy.org	|	1-866-292-9936

P
ho

to
: L

au
re

n 
B

ra
nd

t

P
ho

to
: L

au
ra

 N
ew

m
an

 P
ho

to
gr

ap
hy

He is questioning what I value  
so he can decide what he values.

“



models, and asked if I would be 
willing to audition for a modeling 
position. I didn’t even know that 
there were scouts looking for 
possible models, especially in our 
little country area. 

Again I told mom and dad what 
had happened, and asked them 
what I should do. They talked to 
me about it, but in the end it was 
my decision, my life, and my walk 
with God. They had raised me to 
make my own decisions, and this 
was a life decision. If I went down 
this road, nothing would ever be 
the same, so I needed to choose 
carefully for myself. I decided to go 
in for the audition because I didn’t 
know anything about modeling, 
and it seemed so exciting, I knew I 
would never rest if I didn’t at least 
investigate what being a model 
meant. At the audition, the judges 
asked me about scars, tattoos, or any 
other mar that might pose a problem. 

They looked at my hands for possible 
hand shots, at my hair, and at how 
I walked…the whole nine yards. 
Then they called me in and asked 
various questions to see if I could 
answer with poise and confidence. 
The modeling job would start 
immediately, and it would involve 
travel all over the US and Europe. 

I went home to think about it. 
I knew, once again, that accepting 

this opportunity would change my 
life. I knew that God could use me 
there. But when the modeling judge 
called me a week later to ask for 
my decision, I said, “Thanks, but no 
thanks.” I was not interested. 

It was nice having a choice. It 
was good that I had to turn down 
the opportunities myself, because if 
my parents had stood firm against 
me doing either one, I would have 
always felt that they kept me from 
reaching my full potential. As it was, 
they trusted that God could use me, 
whatever my choice was. I know 
they were scared, for I have been a 
total knucklehead both before and 
after these life-changing decisions. 
Now I am raising my own set of 
knuckleheads, and even at their 
tender ages it is important for them 
to begin learning how to make wise 
decisions. ~ Shoshanna g
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My parents trusted  
that God could use me,  
whatever my choice was.

How can a parent know when a child is old enough  
or wise enough to make serious decisions?

…continued on the next page

”“
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Michael and Debi continue…

The summer that Shoshanna 
turned 17 was hard on us. She went 
from a gangly teen, late coming into 
puberty, to a tall, slim, beautiful, 
elegant young woman with some 
opportunities that were powerfully 
flattering. Both prospects were so 
odd that we had to ask ourselves if it 
was possible that God had dropped 
them into her lap. How could we 
know the mind of God? How could 
we be sure that He had not raised 
her up as He did Esther, chosen for 
her beauty, to change the course of 
history by being in certain place at a 
certain time? We didn’t think that the 

Olympics or modeling were God’s 
will for her, but we didn’t KNOW. 
We counseled, prayed, and trusted 
that all we had taught her would help 
her make a wise decision. When she 
said NO, we breathed again. 

Learning to trust and support 
grown children is the hardest part of 
parenting. It is easy for us parents to 
see train wrecks where our children 
see opportunity. After all, we are 
much older and wiser. Yet each 
person, coming into adulthood, 
must stand before God for his own 
decisions. Our job as parents is to 
prepare our children to be as wise 

Trusting and Supporting 
Our Children’s Choices

By	Michael	&	Debi	Pearl

Training children to make wise decisions  
requires everything you have.
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as possible, and to ask counsel from 
others as they seek God’s will for 
their lives. 

Shoshanna’s trail of faith 
followed that of our firstborn, 
Rebekah, which was the hardest of 
all hard things for us. When Rebekah 
was 17 years old, she watched Ee-
Taow (a mission film by New Tribes 
Mission) and decided to go on a 
short-term mission trip to Papua New 
Guinea. At the time, we knew very 
little about this type of missions, 
as we had been living very simply 
in the backwoods for some time. 
We looked at each other in dismay, 
wishing we could say no. But God’s 
ways are not our ways. We had 
raised her to make wise choices, 
and she had proven herself to walk 
in truth, so who were we to stand in 
God’s way if this was indeed God’s 
will? 

We sold our milk cow to send 
her on the six-week trip. The six 
weeks seemed like months, and 
the next ten years of her life were 
nothing short of miraculous, as well 
as an emotional rollercoaster for 
Mama. Before Beka had ever made 
it home from her short-term mission 
trip, an older man called us from 
another state. He told us that he had 
been on the same mission trip as 
our daughter, but had come home 
early due to work. He said that he 
had taken many mission trips but 
had never met a teenager as wise 
and as determined to 
honor God in missions 
as Beka was. He said 
that if she ever decided 
to go into missions 
he would support her, 
starting with college. 
I wept as I held the 
phone to my ear—

both with thankfulness and with 
trepidation for the things to come. 

Rebekah went to college, 
then linguistics school, then to 
Papua New Guinea. There on a 
mountaintop, with tiny, almost pigmy 
people, many of whom had never 
seen a white person, she made her 
home, and prepared to translate the 
Scripture into their language. After 
living on the mountain for a few 
months, she radioed home, telling 
us that translation in the Komboy 
(small tribe) language was not what 
the people needed after all. She had 
discovered that the only Bible in 
the main Pidgin language of Papua 
New Guinea was a poorly translated 
Catholic version, and the printers 
had used cheap glue that caused the 
books to fall apart in the damp jungle 
conditions, so no one had a whole 
Bible of any kind. The whole country 
of Papua New Guinea needed a 
Bible, a good Bible that was printed 
on good paper and held together with 
good glue.

We contacted a printing 
missionary concerning the problem. 
He put out an Internet appeal for any 
translator who had been working 
on translating the Bible into the 
Pidgin language. As many as 14 
missionaries responded, one of 
whom had worked for over 30 years 
on a translation but could not find 
any church willing to raise enough 
money to print the Bible. Through 
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Papua	New	Guinea



the use of the Internet, the 14 
translators worked together, editing 
each other’s work. In a short time, a 
clean translation was ready for print. 
No Greater Joy made a financial 
appeal to our readers, and soon 
20,000 moisture-resistant Bibles 
were in the hands of the Papua New 
Guinea folks. God had used one 
single young woman to see the need 
and thus make this happen. What if 
we had said NO when she wanted to 
go?

A few months after the Bibles 
were supplied, Beka radioed us 
again: “The Bibles are wonderful, 
but the people don’t read well, and 
they feel especially overwhelmed 
by a volume this big. They need 
a thousand teachers, but in the 
meantime, they need a picture book 
that presents the Bible stories as if a 
teacher were teaching them. Can you 
make one, Daddy?”

Daddy (Michael Pearl) started 
writing and drawing. After seven 
years of work with a first-class 
artist, the book Good and Evil was 
finally printed. It is now in over forty 
languages, and it is going into many 
more in the form of an animated 
DVD series. Every week, we hear 
from people from all over the world 
who now understand the gospel and 
love the Lord, and from prisoners 
here in the USA who have been set 
free from a life of crime, all through 
simply reading these Bible stories.

What if we had said NO to our 
young daughter when she said that 
God was leading her to go?  We had 
prayed for years for God to raise up 

laborers for the harvest. Would we 
dare say, “Lord send someone else, 
but don’t even think about sending 
our little girl”?

How can a parent know when a 
child is old enough or wise enough 
to make such a decision? Do our 
children ever get wise enough? We 
must start training them to make 
wise decisions when they are young. 
It takes a million conversations like 
Shoshanna had with Jeremiah. It 
takes a million prayers. Children 
NEED to hear Mama and Daddy 
praying for and actively ministering 
to broken individuals. Children need 
to hear what you think, how you 
came to that opinion, and what you 
believe would be the best course 
of events. They need to hear you 
making decisions, so they can agree 
with you and thus become like-
minded. They need to hear you say 
when you have made a bad decision, 
“I could have done better, and next 
time I will.”

Training children to make wise 
decisions requires everything you 
have, and still they will do things 
you know should not have been 
done. Yet as they grow, they learn to 
take these steps, and we as parents 
must support them. In the end, you 
will find that parenting in this way 
is both the hardest job you will ever 
have, and the most rewarding. 
~ Michael & Debi g

10	 www.nogreaterjoy.org	|	1-866-292-9936

Parenting in this way is both the 
hardest job you will ever have, 

and the most rewarding.

They need to hear you making decisions, so they 
can agree with you and thus become like-minded.”“
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Missionary Resources

Rebekah’s	Diary
$7.95	Book

Item#	7810-10

From	the	End		
of	the	Earth
$8.95	Music	CD
(written	from		

Papua	New	Guinea)
Item#	3020-41
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When we published the Good 
and Evil illustrated Bible storybook 
we immediately contacted a 
missionary with a specialty in 
publishing. We asked him to find 
translators for languages that had 
little to no gospel literature. He 
began in the Far East and moved 
around the world. Today, Good and 
Evil is being read all over the world 
in over 40 different languages. It has 
been 14 years since our daughter 
Beka first had the vision of reaching 
the people on a mountain in Papua 
New Guinea. Starting southeast of 
the Philippines, we have come full 

circle, all the way around the world. 
Now, it is time for the folks of Papua 
New Guinea to read Good and Evil 
in the Pidgin language, and to see 
pictures of the stories of creation, 
Noah, David, Jesus’ sacrifice for 
man, and as our returning Lord. 

Pray with us that God will help 
us to see this project through quickly. 
Anyone desiring to be a part of the 
Lord’s work in financing the Pidgin 
printing, contact Mel at  
mcohen@nogreaterjoy.org, call
931-593-2484 or donate online at 
http://ngj.me/pidgin
~ Michael and Debi g

Around the World  
with the Gospel in 14 Years
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OOne day when Mike Pearl 
was a little boy, he was out 
playing with his friends. As they 
were walking home, one of the 
boys picked up a rock and threw 
it at a window. They thought 
watching the glass shatter was a 
lot of fun. All the boys laughed 
and started picking up rocks to 
throw as well. Little Mikey told 
his friends that what they were 
doing might be fun, but was 
wrong, and he hurried home. 

Mike chose to honor his dad and 
mom rather than dishonor them. 
Mike Pearl’s dad had never told 
him not to throw rocks, but he 
knew in his heart it was wrong, 
so he walked on. There are 
times that you will need to keep 
walking and not follow your 
friends’ example, even if it looks 
like fun. If you learn to make a 
wise choice now, then the rest of 
your life choices will be easier.  
~ Shalom g
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Little Mikey Makes a 
Wise Choice

By	Shalom	Brand



Kids’ Corn Contest Time!
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Kids: Send us your best corn 
recipe and a picture with you 
holding it. We will judge the 
recipe and the picture! Hope you 
are the Grand Winner! This time 
there is a prize—so do your best!

To be a part of the contest, follow these instructions:
1. Find or create a recipe featuring corn, and make it.
2. Get someone to take a photo of you holding up the finished product.
3. Be sure to include your name and age with the written recipe.
4. Mail your recipe and photo to NGJ at: 

NGJ ART Contest 
1000 Pearl Road 
Pleasantville, TN 37033-1796

Applications will be judged by the NGJ Staff. The Grand Winner will be 
printed in the November-December 2013 issue and posted on the web. 
Entries must be received by September 23, 2013.
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Scripture Memory Look up the verse below, 
fill in the missing words and memorize it! 

My son, keep thy father’s 
_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _… Bind them 
continually upon thine _ _ _ _ _… 
When thou goest, it shall _ _ _ _ 
thee; when thou _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ , 
it shall keep thee; and when thou 
awakest, it shall _ _ _ _  with thee.

Proverbs 6:20-22
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MMy grandson Roland, who just 
turned one, has taught me more 
about the development of babies 
and toddlers than I learned my first 
sixty-plus years of life. It is not that 
he is such a fine teacher; it’s just 
that, now that I’m a grandmother, 
not responsible for meeting the daily 
needs of my children, I can seriously 
focus on what makes him tick:  how 
much he understands, what causes 
him joy or anxiety or fear, his 
interests and responses—and, most 
importantly, what a child is capable 
of learning at various ages. 

When he was just a few months 
old I began “studying” him in great 
earnest. I had the feeling that I was 

quietly listening to him speak before 
he could actually talk. I learned that 
either this little guy is a remarkable 
kid or all of us big folk are missing 
the budding intellectual life of our 
small babies.

Before Roland could sit up, it 
was apparent that he was intently 
studying his siblings in their play. 
His body language spoke volumes. 
His muscles tensed when they 
laughed, and he waved his hands 
and kicked his feet when they all ran 
outside. He yelled wildly when the 
other children came back inside after 
playing. And—the most resplendent 
reaction—when his siblings started 
saying that Daddy was coming home, 
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The Roland Study
By	Debi	Pearl

Are big folks missing the budding intellectual life  
of our small babies?



Roland really got wound up. 
As I observed his different 

responses, I could clearly see that 
he knew what was happening and 
wished he could join the parade of 
feet running here and there.  This 
baby boy was frustrated by his baby 
body.

I have observed him not so much 
as a grandmother, but more as a 
researcher with keen interest in how 
much a baby can know or learn. I 
have been trying to understand early 
development for almost 40 years, 
since my oldest child was a baby. 
At that time I read everything I 
could find on the subject—including 
opposing viewpoints. Better Late 
than Early by Raymond and Dorothy 
Moore is right on. I also read two 
books by Glen and Janet Doman, 
How to Teach a Baby How to Read 
and How to Teach Your Baby Math. 
The Moores advocated waiting to 
start any schooling, and the Domans 
said to start teaching at birth. So 
which wins, early or late? Dr. and 
Mrs. Moore’s writings were from 
the psychological perspective 
about structure and how it squashes 
a child’s natural curiosity. The 
resounding failure of the Head Start 
program proves that what they wrote 
was dead-on.

The Domans wrote on how much 
a child’s mind can pick up if that 
information is just part of his daily 
life—with no stress, no structure, and 
no challenges, just opportunities to 
learn something. When I read those 
books, and others, I was galvanized. 
As a young mother, I was ever ready 
to experiment, so I followed their 

instructions by making word cards, 
softly playing high-quality music 
to my newborn (24/7), and reading 
poetry to her as I nursed. Since I 
didn’t have another child to compare 
her progress with, I just assumed 
she was learning on par with other 
children.

At the time, my measure of 
success would simply have been 
academic skills, which are almost 
meaningless to me now. I have 
learned that our goals should be 
creativity, wisdom, curiosity, 
investigation, and understanding. 
Facts are meaningless unless they 
have context. But for my firstborn, 
the experiment worked. Even at a 
young age she was a poet, loved 
music, and was an avid story writer, 
all of which serve her well in her 
adult life. She acquired knowledge, 
but more importantly she came to 
love the process of learning; she 
became a student of people and an 
observer of the world around her.

As I had more children, I taught 
them the same way, with the same 
positive results. Though what I had 
learned about early training had lost 
its luster, a very important concept 
had firmly taken root in my mind:  
the habit of expecting my babies 
to find pleasure and understanding 
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in my daily activities, whether 
sweeping the floor or hunting for a 
rare herb in the woods. My children 
grew up sharing every good idea 
that came into my head. They 
were partners in investigation and 
creation. Instead of thinking silently, 
I talked to them about what was 
going on in my mind, because I 
wanted them to know and love the 
wonderful things that I found so 
stimulating. 

At the time that I read the 
Domans’ books, homeschooling 
was a new concept, and almost 
everyone, including my family 
and friends, thought the very idea 
of homeschooling was insane and 
would produce social misfits and 
morons.  To add to that, there were 
plenty of pessimistic people ready 
to tell me that it was silly to waste 

my time showing word cards to my 
babies, and “it would surely cause 
them to have emotional issues.” I 
was told that I should just enjoy 
my babies and, spoken silently, 
keep them dumb. (On a side note: 
Would you believe that in the early 
1970s, breastfeeding your baby was 
frowned upon by doctors and nurses? 
A registered nurse told me that 
nursing a baby “with your breast” 
was vulgar, and no good Christian 
mama would ever do such a thing.)  

Back to homeschooling: Many 
years have passed, and now my 
firstborn is a middle-aged lady—
very musical, my only child who can 
spell, an amazing writer, and, forgive 
me, just brilliant! 

Back to Roland: As I was 
studying my grandbaby, I kept 
asking myself, “What can a baby 
learn, and would he be more satisfied 
if we were engaging him in learning? 
And if we used that first year to 
the fullest, would it change the rest 
of his life, making future learning 
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What can a baby learn, and 
would he be more satisfied if we 
were engaging him in learning?

Learning Resources

A-B-C	Bible	Verse	
Songs	(Music	CD)

$6.95

My	Favorite	
Homeschooling	
Ideas	(Audio	CD)

$6.95

No	Greater	Joy	
Volume	One
$7.95

No	Greater	Joy	
Volume	Three

$7.95

No	Greater	Joy	
Volume	Two
$7.95



easier? Would early learning build 
a strong foundation?” You have to 
live an entire lifetime to be able to 
answer these questions—one of the 
perks of being old. So, based on 
homeschooling my five children 
for twenty-plus years and now 
watching my 21 (and still counting) 
grandchildren being homeschooled, 
plus having read hundreds of books 
on various subjects pertaining to 
these concepts, I now feel, observing 
Roland, that I can be definitive:
Question One:

What can a baby learn? 
Answer: 

A lot more than we are capable 
of understanding. 

Question Two: 
Would babies be more satisfied if 

we were engaging them in extensive 
learning? 
Answer: 

It has proved so in my 
experience.

Question Three: 
Would it change the rest of 

their lives if we did engage them in 
learning? 
Answer: 

Yes. I believe that infant 
learning creates a foundation 
that causes children of average 
intelligence to flourish in life, to 
become confident leaders and 
innovators. 

Question Four: 
How can I do this? 

Answer: 
It’s easy…just treat your baby 

like he or she has brains and can 
learn. Always assume your cranky 
baby is sleepy, sick, or bored, 
and do something to alleviate the 
problem or meet the need. 

I want to get back to my study 
of Roland. On the first day that he 
could walk just a few steps (at age 
nine months), he made his way to the 
laundry room.  Without a moment’s 
hesitation, he plopped down and 
grabbed the broom, nearly knocking 
his head. The loud bam as the broom 
hit the floor caused him to jump and 
pucker up for a cry, but, not feeling 
harm, he continued his adventure. 

I must say, Grandma was sweating. 
The older I get, the more nervous I 
am about all the little “ouchies.” But 
I kept myself in check and observed 
without interruption. Roland never 
missed a step. He grabbed the head 
of the broom, stuck it between his 
legs as a prop, and began to turn 
the rod around and around. It took 
a lot of grunting and effort, but he 
managed to get the handle separated 
from the broom. When the sweeper 
came off into his hands he squealed 
with triumph and held it up for me 
to see. I was amazed. Three months 
earlier, infant Roland had sat in his 
swing chair and observed his three-
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Clearly, he had a stored up a 
database of “must do when able” 
deeds and was simply awaiting 

his moment of mobility.
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year-old brother Parker perform the 
same manipulation with the broom. 
Becoming ambulatory, he was now 
able to do what he had been wanting 
to do since he was six months old. 
The interesting thing is that Roland 
has never shown any interest in the 
broom since then. He was finally 
able to satisfy his curiosity, and that 
was enough.  

I could tell you of a dozen such 
episodes that I observed during the 
first week that Roland was walking. 
Clearly, he had a stored up a database 
of “must do when able” deeds and 
was simply awaiting his moment 
of mobility. His siblings had been 
“teaching” him what was fun, what 
was important, and what he could 
do as soon as he could walk. He had 
learned from observation that when 
Daddy came home, it was wonderful: 
Mama was happy, Gracie was happy, 
Laila was happy, and Parker Man 
was REALLY happy, so Roland was 
happy too. 

This is an important piece of 
information. The oldest child learns 
from Mama that Daddy is very 
important to everyone’s welfare 
and happiness. Once the honoring-
Daddy ball is rolling, half the game 

is won. Honor given to Daddy 
has positive repercussions toward 
Mama. Likewise, dishonor breeds 
dishonor. Nervousness and fear breed 
nervousness and fear. Unhappiness 
produces unhappiness. Lost ground 
is hard to recover. 

Training a child is life training. 
It doesn’t mean just discipline, or 
education or academics. Training 
is communication and example 
pertaining to all of life’s experiences: 
to count as you go up and down 
steps, to obey the first time, to 
read by being read to, to make a 
peanut butter sandwich by watching 
or helping, to learn to work on a 
motorcycle by seeing Daddy do it, 
and a million other things. Effective 
training is happening all the time 
in a properly managed home. But 
negative training happens constantly 
too—by observation of anger; by 
lack of participation; by rejection, 
indifference, and boredom; by stern, 
forced school lessons, sitting at the 
table while Mama scowls; and last, 
but certainly the most powerful 
negative training of all, by the TV.

There are several lessons from 
this study of Roland that I hope to 
pass along to my readers. The first 
is that books that I read 40 years 
ago are still helping me be a good 
teacher/trainer/thrilling person who 
makes my grandkids’ lives exciting, 
so I would suggest to you that they 
are worth the read. Keep in mind 
that it was not so much the word 
cards that transformed my thinking; 
it was the fact that my baby’s brain 
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toys are boring. Your baby’s mind 
needs to be challenged, occupied, 

and stimulated.
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was on a fast track of learning, as the 
things I poured into her brain would 
provide the foundation for a lifetime 
of satisfying learning. 

The next thing to learn from the 
Roland study is this: Your baby is 
bored. Your baby’s toys are boring. 
Your baby’s mind needs to be 
challenged, occupied, and stimulated. 
Your baby wants real-life objects, not 
plastic toys; she wants to see what 
you are doing, feel what you are 
stirring, smell it, and taste it. If you 
are cooking, set your baby in a prop-
up chair of some kind where he or 
she can watch, and then talk through 
your project. Let your babies be part 
of real life. 

What’s This?
What really got my mind 

focused on learning from Roland 
was something that happened 
during a shopping trip. Shoshanna 
(our youngest daughter) and I were 
checking out at Costco. She was 
holding her 27-month-old baby, 
Penelope. Unexpectedly the cashier 
stopped, looked straight at Penelope, 
and held up a cucumber, “What’s 

this?” Penelope’s little tongue 
twisted as she worked to utter the 
new word, “Cucumber.” We were 
all surprised and laughed. Then the 
lady held up an onion, followed by 
all the different vegetables in the 
purchase, and asking of each one, 
“What’s this?” Without mistake, 
that tiny tot named lettuce, cabbage, 
carrots, different kinds of melons, 
garlic, different kinds of peppers, 
bananas, mango, pineapple, coconut, 
potatoes, corn, etc. She knew them 
all, although she had to work hard to 
pronounce the new words. Everyone 
nearby had turned their attention to 
watch this baby call out the correct 
answers. I later asked Shoshanna 
when she had taught Penelope these 
words, and she looked as surprised 
as I was. She said, “Well, we eat a lot 
of fresh foods, and I often give her 
a choice of fruits or veggies, but…I 
guess she knows it because we just 
talk to her as if she knows things. We 
just never stopped to question her, 
and I am sure this is the first time she 
has pronounced most of them.”

Does Penelope have an unfair 
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advantage on life? You can bet she 
does! Did it come from being sent 
off on a school bus for early Head 
Start kindergarten? NO! (Just so 
you will know, it is now on public 
record that Head Start children have 
a much poorer grade average than 
children who start school later. This 
type of disjointed education is NOT 
successful at school or at home.)

College By Twelve
Perhaps you have seen the 

famous Harding family on TV. The 
family’s first six children have all 
started college by age 12, which 
makes them rather unusual. Their 
daughter became the youngest 
medical doctor ever in the US. As 
I read their literature and studied 
their interviews, I tried to wrap 
my mind around the big questions 
everyone was asking them: “WHY 
are your children able to do this? 
HOW did you homeschool them to 
be able to do this? Are you as parents 
brilliant?”  

The thing is, the parents seem 
pretty normal, and so do their 
children. What jumped out to me 
as I read their book and watched 
the interviews was something that 
occurred by happenstance. Mr. 
Harding was studying calculus for a 

college class when his oldest child 
was four years old. His wife worked 
in the evenings, so he babysat. In 
order to study without constant 
interruptions and to keep the little 
one happy, he pretended that she 
was a fellow student. She sat at the 
table with him as he read her the 
questions, discussed the problems, 
and gave her the answers. For hours 
every night, their study occupied her 
and kept her happy, because Daddy 
was making her the center of his 
attention. Little Hannah became a 
serious mathematician before she 
turned 12 years old. At the time, it 
never occurred to Daddy that it was 
setting a precedent for the rest of her 
life, and the lives of all her siblings.  

The Key of the Roland Study
The crux of everything I learned 

through my observation of Roland 
is that when a baby is observing 
and participating in what others are 
doing, that child’s mind is creating 
building blocks that will set him 
apart for life. A child who sees a 
daddy and mama laugh and rejoice, 
pray and show thankfulness, study 
and learn, teach adults the Bible, etc., 
will grow up with this engrained into 
his soul. A child sitting at your feet 
while you teach Romans to a room 
full of adults is becoming a Bible 
teacher. Our son Nathan, who sat at 
his daddy’s feet while Daddy taught 
Romans, says that the logic of that 
book shapes almost everything he 
does in life. 

When a baby is observing and 
participating in what others 

are doing, that child’s mind is 
creating building blocks that will 

set him apart for life.
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Music Gifts
Musical families help drive 

home this concept. It is standard 
knowledge that musical families 
usually produce musically gifted 
children. People who love music 
play, sing, and listen to music all the 
time; it is just a part of life. There are 
several interesting studies showing 
that children adopted into musically 
gifted families are also musically 
gifted, although their biological 
history would not indicate this. 

The question has to be asked in 
regard to any person’s gift, talent, 
ability, or even intelligence: Is it 
biological, or could the greater part 
of this person’s extraordinary ability 

come from very early opportunity?  
I believe that it is both: genetic 
make-up can bestow gifts, and early 
opportunities build into a baby’s 
mind the material to set that child 
apart for the rest of his life. 

The Leaders of the Pack
Parents hold in their hands their 

children’s future success, not by 
giving them advanced education as 
children or teens, but by giving them 
the opportunity of observation of and 
participation in a joyful, productive 
life as soon as they are born.  It is 
not piles of school workbooks that 
will make your children the leaders 
of the pack; it is your holding them 
on your hip, talking to them like they 
can understand everything you say 
and do. From day one, treat them 
like they are your best buddies with 
whom you want to share every good 
thing that comes your way. Treat 
them like fellow believers, sharing 
prayer, the Word, concern, victory, 
and praise, and they will love Christ 
from their youth and never turn 
away. ~ Debi g

Parents hold in their hands their children’s future success,  
not by giving them advanced education as children or teens,  

but by giving them the opportunity of observation of and 
participation in a joyful, productive life as soon as they are born.”
“
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Child Training Resources

To	Train	Up	a	Child
$7.95	Book

Item#	8610-10

The	Joy	of	Training
$24.95	2	DVDs
Item#	4910-75

Teaching	Responsibility
$19.95	DVD

Item#	8500-00
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The most important decision a 
person will ever make is whom to 
marry. That choice is jeopardized 
by the fact that it is made at a point 
in life when young people are 
living mostly by passion (misplaced 
romance) rather than by objective 
wisdom, and is further complicated 
by the reality that in at least half of 
the cases, it is based on the other 
person’s advances rather than from 
one’s own careful consideration.  
This is a biggie, for taking a life 
partner is a road of no return, 

determining the course of the rest 
of one’s life. To bail out (divorce) 
and try again does not negate the 
consequences of a poor choice; it is 
just the fallout of foolishness. 

There is an intuitive drive 
built into every young child to 
contemplate having a spouse. Our 
very young grandchildren (three 
or four years old) often talk about 
marrying this little girl or that little 
boy. We were created to be part of 
a unit of two. Until a person comes 
together with his other half, he 

A Wise, Happy  
Father-in-Law

By	Michael	and	Debi	Pearl

Your children need “hope” possibilities.
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will remain in a constant state of 
anticipation. It is a God thing, part of 
our human nature.

This past week, we talked to 
some bitter parents whose daughter 
had “jumped ship.” She had reached 
the ripe old age of 19 with never a 
hope of possible suitors. One day, 
while she was tending her family’s 
vegetable stand, an older single 
man spoke kindly to her. With little 
effort he learned when she would 
be there alone, and thus began their 
short courtship. Her parents never 
had a clue. It is not as sad a story as 
it sounds. Her parents were blessed 
in that he was an honorable fellow 
seeking marriage instead of a pillow 
pal, but he came from a different 
denominational perspective, his 
doctrine conflicting with theirs, and, 
obviously, he had different ideas 
about how to obtain a wife than did 
they.

We told the parents that their 
daughter had not jumped ship; 
they had pushed her overboard by 
not giving her a hopeful vision of 
possible suitors. Instead of living in 
bitterness and blame, they should 
now forgive, forget, and start 
enjoying grandbabies.

If you don’t take your children’s 
“love need” seriously, and thus 
neglect to start early in cultivating 
high-quality relationships with other 
families that have possible future 
spouses for your children, then you 
are setting up your family for some 
big-time ship-jumping. 

By the time children have 
reached puberty, they are driven 
by their divinely created natures 

to scan the many passing faces in 
search of a lover. Your children need 
hopeful possibilities. This instinct 
is so overpowering that they will be 
susceptible to “unsuitables” if you 
do not keep them among suitable 
possibilities. If they do not see 
anyone on their side of the fence, 
they will climb over, and they will 
do so when you think they are still 
children. Isolation does not prevent 
them from catching the love bug; it 
will find them in the forest or while 
they are shut up in the homeschool 
room. You may be reading Bible 
stories and talking about getting a 
good education while “waiting on 
God” for a spouse, but at night they 
are dreaming of beginning life with a 
secret lover.

We would suggest that fathers get 
to know the young, up-and-coming 
men of the church. Work with them 
for a few days to find out whether 
they are lazy or hard workers. What 
they are in their youth, they will be 
as men. See if they are hot-heads, 
selfish, rude to their mamas, or just 
plain sissies. Be a bit forgiving as 

We were created to be  
part of a unit of two.
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you remember what a jerk you were 
at their age. Develop a relationship 
with them to discover their interests 
and the weaknesses of their flesh. 
When you know that you like one 
of them, mention around your home 
dinner table that he is hard-working 
and has a good attitude, and then 
watch your daughters blush.

If you know quality young men, 
tell them that you really think they 
are worthy men, and that you hope 
God blesses you with son-in-laws 
of such character. Sometimes young 
men have a desire to ask for a girl, 
but are deterred from doing so by 
the expectation of having to jump 
through the “judgment hoop” before 
they are considered a possibility. 
Your word of approval might be all 
it takes.

So parents, train your children 
in preparation for their wedding day, 
and let your children know you are 
expecting that moment to come.  

If you are so fearful of the process 
that you put it off for too long, 
allowing your daughters to pass their 
prime marrying age, they will either 
be passed over or fall for a dud of a 
dude who somehow gets through the 
cracks in your defenses.

Some Simple Suggestions: 
A wise parent has the family 

mingle with other good families, 
so that younger children can see 
possibilities. Eminent possibilities 
keep them hopeful and content to 
wait a little longer.

A wise parent takes his children 
to events where they can meet 
possibilities. A daughter who knows 
that her father has several scouting 
parties planned will be content to 
bypass the casual flirt at Wal-Mart or 
the customer at the vegetable stand. 

A wise parent pours into the life 
of possible suitors, or checks them 
out in more covert ways, such as 
by asking a young girl to help out 
around the house in order to learn 
about her big brother. A wise parent 
prepares, then plans, and then lets 
young adult children choose from the 
carefully provided pool of potential 
spouses. ~ Michael and Debi g

Young men can be deterred from 
asking for your daughter by the 
expectation of having to jump 
through the “judgment hoop.” 

Your word of approval might be 
all it takes.

Whoso findeth a wife findeth a good thing,  
and obtaineth favour of the LORD.  

~ Proverbs 18:22 ~ ”“
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In Search of a Help Meet

Preparing to Be  
a Help Meet

In Search of a Help Meet

Paperback Book - $14.95
Audiobook (MP3 CD) - $12.95

Audiobook also available via  
instant download for $9.99  
at our web store: 
http://nogreaterjoy.org/shop

Preparing to Be a Help Meet

Paperback Book - $19.95
Audiobook (MP3 CD) - $12.95

Audiobook also available via  
instant download for $9.99  
at our web store: 
http://nogreaterjoy.org/shop

Choosing your wife is one of the most 
important and life-directing decisions 
you will ever make. This book may 
save you from making the biggest 
mistake of your life.

(Don’t miss page 31!)

Photos: HomesteadCommunityPost.com
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From Our Mailbox

My Favorite Books
Dear Michael and Debi Pearl,

Hi my name is Wyatt. I’m 11 
years old and I love your Good 
and Evli book. I have read it twice 
and it has helped me read the 
Bible more. Praise God for your 
ministry! The Bible and the Good 
and Evil are my favorite books 
to read. You know what, I have 
finally given my life to God. I 
hope you like the gift I sent! ($5)

—Love, Wyatt

Wedding Gifts
Greetings in Jesus’ Holy Name,

Hi, my name is Kari and I 
would like to receive the free 
bi-monthly No Greater Joy 
print magazine. Nate and I were 
married last April. We were 
both given Help Meet books 
as wedding gifts and in there I 
saw information about the bi-
monthly magazine. I would also 
like to purchase the book Holy 
Sex. There is no price included so 
I did not know how much money 
to send. Do we wait to pay until 
after we receive the book? Thank 
you in advance!

—God Bless, Kari

Having a Good Time with Siblings
Dear No Greater Joy,

My name is Erica and I am a homeschooled 13-year-
old that lives on a small farm with my wonderful family. 
I just wanted to tell you about a lovely afternoon I had 
with my two sisters, Alayna (age 7) and Sarah (age 5).

My mom was taking my two brothers into town for 
martial arts class, leaving Alayna, Sarah and I at home. 
After they left, I told the two youngsters how nice it 
would be for Momma to come home to a lovely, clean 
house (the house was quite a mess). Mom had asked us 
to wash some dishes, so the girls got right on the job. I 
asked Sarah to turn on a praise music CD, which she did 
cheerfully.

As the girls washed dishes and chit-chattered, I 
tidied up the house. I picked up one of Alayna’s school 
books off the floor, titled “Happy Hearts,” with this 
scripture verse on the front: “And as ye would that men 
should do unto you, do ye also to them likewise” (Luke 
6:31).

I pointed out to them that they like it when people 
help them, and I like it when they help me. I saw 
scripture fulfilled, in a way.

After the kitchen was cleaned, I had told Alayna she 
could make a mini carrot pie. She had been wanting to 
try this since the day before. It was fun making a mini 
pie the size of a muffin. Sarah made a little chocolate 
chip roll-up, and we put them both in the oven.

Pretty soon Mom was home with the boys. The 
goodies were done. We got them out of the oven and 
tried them. By the way, carrot pie is yummy! While we 
had been working in the kitchen we all had on the 
aprons we had made.

All you older sisters (and brothers), I want to 
encourage you to spend time with your younger 
siblings. Include them when you clean and bake; 
they love it! Listen to their suggestions, most of all be 
cheerful and excited while asking them to help, make it 
fun, laugh together. Make memories. Take pictures, or 
better yet, let them take some pictures (Sarah likes to).

Let me say one thing more: Don’t think my siblings 
and I always get along like this; we have our share of 
quarrels. I wanted to share this to encourage you all. 
Blessings to all!
—Love in Messiah, Erica

No Greater Joy
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Encouragement
I just wanted to encourage you 

to do what God wants you to do. 
There are lots of incredible young 
men out there… but sitting in the 
Midwest probably won’t do to meet 
them. I grew up in an area where 
there were seriously NO young 
men I would have considered. I felt 
God calling me to go to the mission 
field and joined a two-year team in 
Africa. We spent those years with 
a missionary learning so much… I 
just LOVED it! God makes our lives 
amazing if we let Him! Then, as 
Debi says, I looked to my side and 
saw one of the guys on our team 
running alongside of me… we were 
totally going in the same direction 
and had identical visions for the 
future. I started praying HARD. I 
didn’t know it then, but so did he. 
Long story short… we are now 
married, still involved in mission 
work, and absolutely ridiculously 
happy. So, follow God! He delights 
in doing miracles! If your goal in life 
is to get married, I’m not sure what 
the outcome will be. But if your 
goal in life is to absolutely obey 
and glorify God, welcome to the 
adventure!

— Elisabeth

A Gift that Will Echo in Eternity
Dear Mr. Pearl and the NGJ family,

Hi! I am a 16-year-old girl from KY. My 
family made the decision that instead of 
exchanging Christmas gifts with all 10 of us, 
each of us would only get one gift, and the 
money usually spent on other gifts would go 
to a ministry of our choosing. So, the Lord led 
me to give you the $20 that is normally spent 
on Christmas gifts for me.

I would like for it to go to translating, 
publishing, and distribution of more Good 
and Evil books in foreign languages. I have 
really enjoyed our Good and Evil, and I want 
others to hear God’s word in other countries 
who may never have heard it before. I pray 
that your ministry will reach many for His 
glory. May the Lord multiply your efforts and 
bless you all abundantly for your good works 
for Christ. Keep advancing the Kingdom of 
God!
—Blessings, Emma

40 People Who Have Influenced Me
Dear Debi,

I am writing you as a response to a commitment 
I made to write a note to 40 people who have had an 
influence on me.

Someone my husband worked with gave us your 
To Train Up a Child book some 17 years ago. We then 
subscribed to the No Greater Joy magazine. We have 
been sitting under yours and Mike’s tutelage ever since.

But more specifically is how you have influenced 
me. I grew up in a home where there was no love—
just tolerance—and my parents eventually divorced. I 
attended public school in Detroit—no need to go into 
what that environment was like.

However, as I read your articles on loving your 
man, smiling at your children, and by delving into 
research, use my brain like a muscle and exercise it 
to learn things like herbal remedies and making food 
from scratch (preferably what I have grown), I have 
been taught by you the things I was not taught by my 
own mom.

Of course, Created to Be His Help Meet has 
revolutionized my approach as a wife.

Thank you (and my husband thanks you) for just 
sharing your wisdom and knowledge to those of us 
who need that Titus 2 woman. May God bless you 
richly and I hope to one day meet you.
—Sincerely, Julie R.

P.S. I have been married 22½ years, have seven 
children (ages 7-20), and have homeschooled them all. 
We live on 10 acres and produce our meat and a lot of 
veggies.

Good and Evil Opening Doors
I am the chaplain here at *** Correctional. 

We have received several of your Good and 
Evil comic books over the past few months. 
Needless to say, these books have been a big 
hit here and have opened several doors to our 
Chapel ministry to men who may not otherwise 
have ever been exposed to the message of 
the Gospel. Our inmate population here “turns 
over” about every four months, since so many of 
our inmates have relatively short sentences to 
serve. So we are always in need of material for 
the men here, as well as our staff.

I am requesting more copies of the Good 
and Evil comic books—as many as you are able 
or lead to provide. None of the other ministries 
we partner with are able to provide the kind of 
product that you can.

I thank you in advance for your time and 
consideration.
—Blessings, Chaplain Ty
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From a pastor in the Philippines…

I wanna say thank you again for giving us the Good and Evil Bible comic book! I been using it as gift to give to kids in my new Bible studies.
The photos I am sending show how the Lord attracts kids to my Bible study. I did not invite these kids, because our Bible study is for adults only; but you will notice that these kids are very interested! So, after they listened to our study, I gave them these books (the ones you gave to us). I hope that one day we can use this book as a study tool for these kids.

This Bible study is only one of many Bible studies we are planning to expand. I also prayed these Bible studies will become a church some day, Lord willing.
I hope that God will continue to bless your ministry to be able to bless other people and pastors like me. God bless you!
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The Happy Family
Family	Resources

Family	Books
Created to Be His Help Meet
What God is doing through this book is 
amazing! We are receiving thousands of letters 
from people giving testimony to marriages 
restored and old loves rekindled. 

296-pg. Book  $14.95
Box of 24 books $215.28 (40% OFF)
1 MP3 CD  $12.95
Creada Para Ser Su Ayuda Idónea
(Spanish Created To Be His Help Meet)
Book $14.95
Russian Book - 296-pg. Book  $14.95

Created to NEED a Help Meet
All men know they need their wives sexually. 
Most men don’t know is that they need their 
wives emotionally, spiritually, and mentally in 
order to be well-rounded, thoughtful, balanced, 
and motivated men. You will be a better man 
once you come to see the whole truth. Men, this 
book is for you. 

Book  $14.95
Box of 24 books $215.28 (40% OFF)

In Search Of A Help Meet:  
Finding the Right One
Choosing your life’s partner is the most important 
and life directing decision you’ll ever make. This 
book may save you from making the biggest 
mistake of your life.

250 page Book $14.95
Box of 24 books $215.28 (40% OFF) 
1 MP3 CD  $12.95

Holy Sex 
Michael Pearl takes his readers through a 
refreshing journey of biblical texts showing that 
God designed marriage to be in the context of 
erotic pleasure. 

82-pg. Book $7.95
8-23 copies ea. $5.97 (25% OFF)
24 or more copies ea. $4.77 (40% OFF)
Sexo Santo
Spanish Holy Sex Book $7.95
8-23 or more copies ea. $5.97
24 or more copies ea. $4.77 (40% OFF)

Jumping Ship
Learn how to keep your children from jumping 
ship too early.

106-pg. Book  $7.95
8-23 copies ea. $5.97 (25% OFF)
24 or more copies ea. $4.77 (40% OFF)
Jumping Ship DVD - 1 DVD  $12.95
Abandonando el Barco
(Spanish Jumping Ship Book) $7.95
8-23 copies ea. $5.97
24 or more copies ea. $4.77 (40% OFF)

Training Children  
to Be Strong In Spirit
This is not a time for weak spirits.
Some call it intestinal fortitude. I call it guts—
spiritual guts. The greatest gift you can give 
your children is to train them to be strong in 
spirit, courageous, unbending in the face of 
adversity and temptation.

Book $9.95
8-23 copies ea. $7.47 (25% OFF)
24 or more copies ea. $5.97 (40% OFF)

No Greater Joy - Vol. 1
Reprints of the first two years of No Greater Joy 
articles. Covers the subjects of sibling rivalry, 
pouting, bad attitudes, and much more.

Book $7.95
8-23 copies ea. $5.97 (25% OFF)
24 or more copies ea. $4.77 (40% OFF)
1 MP3 CD  $12.95

No Greater Joy - Vol. 2
Covers the subjects of rowdy boys, 
homeschooling, grief, and much more. 
Book $7.95 
8-23 copies ea. $5.97 (25% OFF)
24 or more copies ea. $4.77 (40% OFF)  
1 MP3 CD  $12.95

No Greater Joy - Vol. 3
Covers the subjects of marriage relationships 
and how they affect children, joy, and much 
more. 
Book $7.95  
8-23 copies ea. $5.97 (25% OFF)
24 or more copies ea. $4.77 (40% OFF) 
1 MP3 CD  $12.95
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Preparing to Be a Help Meet
Being a good help meet starts long before 
marriage. It is a mindset, a learned habit, a way 
of life established as a young unmarried girl— 
a perfect study guide for small groups. 

296-pg. Book  $19.95
Box of 24 books $287.28 (40% OFF)
1 MP3 CD   $12.95
Spanish Book - 296-pg. Book  $19.95
Box of 24 books $287.28 (40% OFF)

The Help Meet’s Journey 
The Journey is a 184-page year-long companion 
workbook/journal for Created To Be His Help 
Meet. There are extra pages for your stories, 
doodlings, and studies. 

Workbook  $10.95
Box of 24 books $157.68 (40% OFF)

To Train Up a Child
Over 670,000 copies sold in English, translated 
into many languages. from successful parents, 
learn how to train your children before the need 
to discipline arises. 

Book $7.95
8-23 copies ea. $5.97 (25% OFF)
24 or more copies ea. $4.77 (40% OFF) 
1 MP3 CD  $12.95 
Para Entrenar a Un Niño 
(Spanish To Train Up A Child) Book $7.95
8-23 copies ea. $5.97
24 or more copies ea. $4.77 (40% OFF)  
Spanish Audio 5 CDs $21.95

Kids	Books
Listen To My Dream
A beautifully illustrated children’s book about 
the work of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. that 
inspires children to make a difference.

40-pg. Book  $6.95
12 or more copies ea. $5.21 (25% 
OFF)
25 or more copies ea. $4.17 (40% 
OFF)

Samuel Learns to Yell & Tell
A child predator loses his power when he 
loses his cover. This beautifully illustrated 
children’s book will arm parents and 
children against predators.

40-pg. Book  $9.95
8-23 Books $7.47 ea (25% OFF)
24+ Books $5.97 ea (40% OFF)

Sara Sue Learns to Yell & Tell
Debi’s second book in the Yell and Tell 
series! Join Sara Sue and her little sister as 

they continue to teach children to yell and tell. 

40-pg. Book  $9.95
8-23 Books $7.47 ea (25% OFF)
24+ Books $5.97 ea (40% OFF)  

Family	Audio
Alabama Seminar
Michael Pearl speaking on child training. These 
are geared toward the father’s role in the family. 
Tales of Mike and his sons’ wild adventures. 
Boys love it!  1 MP3 CD $12.95

Becoming a Man
This message is for parents concerned about 
raising their boys up to be men and it is for 
fathers who never learned to be real men.  
1 CD  $6.95

Best Homeschooling Ideas
Debi discusses her best homeschooling ideas. 
20-plus years of accumulated wisdom. A best-
seller!  1 CD  $6.95

Only Men
Michael Pearl speaks directly and frankly to men 
about their responsibilities as husbands.

1 CD  $6.95
Solo Hombres (Span. Only Men) CD $6.95

Starting Over 
The basic message: “Okay, I know I’ve messed 
up in child training; now what do I do?”  1 CD  
$6.95

Testimony of Darlene Rose 
Hear the missionary story of Darlene Rose. 
Rebekah Pearl listened to these tapes when she 
was young. She says they helped mold her life 
toward missions.  

1 MP3 CD  $12.95
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When Children Die 
Where is my stillborn baby, the miscarried 
fetus, or the two-year-old child who died? 
Do children who die prior to reaching 
accountability go to heaven? What about 
the children of unsaved parents? You will 
be thrilled with what God has in store for 
your departed child.  1 CD  $6.95

Young Adults & Marriage 
This message is the story of all five of our 
children finding their mates. 1 CD  $6.95

Family	DVDs
Balanced Patriarch
When do children cease to be under 
parental authority? 1 DVD  $12.95

Becoming Tempered Steel
Joshua Steele talks to young men about 
being a man and a minister of the Gospel. 
Highly recommended by Michael Pearl.

1 DVD  $12.95

CHILD TRAINING 101
If you want to introduce child-training 
principles to a friend, this is the one DVD to give 
them.  1 DVD  $12.95

Good and Evil: The Animated 
Series (13 Episodes!)
The graphic novel — now as a professionally 
animated video series! Over 7 hours of dramatic 
content that will engage any viewer, any age.   
3 DVD Set  $29.95

Herbs with Shoshanna Vol. 1 
With the Making Herbs Simple DVD, join 
Shoshanna and friends as they teach you how 
to identify and use herbs. 
78 minutes. 1 DVD  $24.95

Herbs with Shoshanna Vol. 2
Hands-on DVD about herbs. Shoshanna will 
take you into the wild, where you can identify 
herbs, learn what they are good for, and how to 
make a remedy out of them.  75 minutes.  
1 DVD  $24.95

Homesteading for  
beginners Part I
Teaches you basic country-life skills like 
gardening, raising and butchering chickens, 
cutting firewood, baking bread, making cheese, 
and much more. Children love it!  
1 DVD  $19.95

Homesteading for  
beginners Part II
Learn all about making maple syrup, soda 

bread, vinegar, yogurt, and a variety of 
homesteading skills. Geared more for adults.   
1 DVD  $19.95

Homesteading for  
beginners Part III
More homesteading tips from the former city 
slickers. Excellent step by step instructions for 
the novice homesteader.   
1 DVD  $19.95

Homesteading for  
beginners Part IV
Additional practical applications for those of 
you wanting to begin your own homesteading 
adventure. 
6 DVDs  $39.95

Knife & Tomahawk  
Throwing For Fun
Michael Pearl demonstrates and teaches knife 
and tomahawk throwing.  1 DVD  $16.95

Marriage God’s Way
Husbands, learn how to sanctify your wife and 
cleanse her of spots, wrinkles, and blemishes. 
Wives, learn the freedom of honoring and 
ministering to your man.   2 DVDs  $19.95

Movers & Shakers
Michael encourages parents to train their 
children to be tomorrow’s movers and shakers. 
1 DVD  $12.95

Teaching Responsibility
In this seminar, Michael Pearl uses humorous 
stories and practical examples to illustrate the 
simple process of training your children to work 
without complaint.   2 DVDs  $19.95

The Joy of Training
Michael and Debi Pearl tell how they 
successfully trained up their five children with 
love, humor, and the rod.   2 DVDs  $24.95

Please ask us for  
FREE magazines

to give out at
Homeschool meetings
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Bible Teaching
Audio	Verse	by	Verse

BIBLE

Books	of	the	Bible

Matthew 
Michael Pearl describes this book as the last 
book in the old covenant. A grasp of the 
book of Matthew is essential to a proper 
understanding of the New Testament.   
1 MP3 CD  $12.95

Mark 
Michael teaches through the book of Mark 
verse by verse.  1 MP3 CD  $12.95

Luke 
Michael teaches through the book of  
Luke verse by verse. 1 MP3 CD  $12.95

John 
Every verse is discussed, every critical word 
examined. Here is doctrinal and practical 
teaching to enrich your life.
1 MP3 CD  $12.95

Acts 
A thrilling drama of the missionary activities 
of the early church. from gifts of the Spirit to 
shipwreck, stoning to death and deadly snake 
bites to angels opening prison house doors, 
this is the story of the men who built the church 
Christ promised.   1 MP3 CD  $12.95

Romans 
Until you know the book of Romans you don’t 
know the Bible. If you have never listened 
to any Bible teaching by Michael Pearl, this 
is the place to start. We continually receive 
testimonies of lives changed and souls saved 
through listening to this greatest of all New 
Testament Books. 1 MP3 CD $12.95
(See Romans Commentary in Books)

Galatians 
Many professing Christians who don’t have a 
personal relationship with Christ are seeking 
meaning in Rabbinical Judaism, keeping feast 
days and Sabbaths, and resorting to using 
Hebrew words for God and Jesus. Many are 
“falling from grace” in their attempt to give the 
law of Moses a place in their daily lives. God 
gave us the book of Galatians to answer this 
ancient and now modern heresy. 

1 MP3 CD  $12.95

Ephesians 
Practical and Scriptural Bible teaching to 
encourage the believer. Includes teaching on 
husbands and wives. 1 MP3 CD  $12.95

1 & 2 Thessalonians 
The Apostle Paul writes to his favorite 
church, the one that had been faithful under 
persecution.  1 MP3 CD  $12.95

1 Corinthians & Colossians
This is a book of radical answers for radical 
times. If you enjoyed Romans, you need to 
hear Colossians. Learn about your spiritual 
circumcision. Two books on one MP3 CD.   
1 MP3 CD  $12.95

Hebrews 
This is a book that will bless you like no other. 
As you study the book of Hebrews, you will not 
only learn about faith, you will actually have 
faith built into you by the Word of God.  
1 MP3 CD  $12.95 

1 & 2 Peter 
Learn about election, adding to your faith, 
Paradise, the seven baptisms, Christian 
suffering, corrupt shepherds, and much more. 
There are more practical teachings in these two 
letters than one can imagine.   
1 MP3 CD  $12.95

1, 2, 3 John, & Jude 
The epistle of 1 John is the scariest book in the 
Bible. He that is born of God sinneth not! Why 
did the devil try to carry off the body of Moses? 
Who is antichrist, and why does he deny that 
Jesus came in the flesh? What is the sin unto 
death?  1 MP3 CD  $12.95

Bible	Topics	MP3s	&	CDs
2 Steps to Heaven 
This is the simplest, clearest, easiest to 
understand gospel message. It is especially suited 
for those who have doubts or who are trusting 
in a confusing mixture of faith and works. 
1 CD  $6.95

50 Sins 
Your sins are found in this list.  1 MP3 $12.95

A-B-C Bible Verse Songs
Beka and some of the kids in the church sing 
the A-B-C Bible verse songs that her mother 
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taught her when she was growing up. Your 
little ones will love listening to these songs and 
learning the 26 Bible verses with the references.  
1 CD  $6.95

Am I Saved? 
Three message set: Born Again, Am I Saved? 
and Repent, discusses the nature of repentance 
and faith as it pertains to salvation.  
1 MP3 CD  $12.95

Body, Soul, Spirit 
These messages are a smorgasbord of subjects. 
The message begins by discussing the nature 
of man (body, soul, and spirit – mind, will and 
emotions) and proceeds with a discussion of 
the nature of temptation and sin. Michael then 
tackles the sovereignty of God and the free will 
of man, total depravity, and other like issues. A 
drawing he made during the teaching will also 
be included.  1 MP3 CD  $12.95

Born Sinners, or Made Sinners?
Answers the question, “Are we born sinners, or 
made sinners by choice?” from Romans 5.  
1 CD  $6.95

Cherubim 
This message proves that Michael Pearl does 
indeed believe some “strange things.” Learn 
about angels and cherubim, strange creatures 
nothing like traditional paintings.  1 CD  $6.95

Gospel to the Amish 
Is a man justified by faith alone or by faith and 
works? Two messages tailored to the needs of 
the Amish in particular.   1 MP3 CD  $12.95

Prodigal Son 
A simple message inviting sinners to repent 
toward God and be fully accepted into his favor.  
1 CD  $6.95

The Rich Man and Lazarus 
fun and serious sermon that will scare and 
challenge you. It discusses the nature of the 
dead and the afterlife.  1 CD  $6.95

Righteousness 
four messages on salvation: The Man Christ 
Jesus, The Blood, Imputed Righteousness, 
Saving Righteousness.
1 MP3 CD  $12.95

Sin No More & Sanctification 
Are you still a “Romans 7 Christian”? I assure 
you, God not only saves his children from the 
penalty of sin but he saves them from its power 
as well. Two sets of messages on one MP3 CD.
1 MP3 CD  $12.95

Sinful Nature 
These messages answer some of the ridiculous 
teachings of an ancient heresy sometimes 
called “Calvinism.” for too long, Reformed 
theology has robbed the church of the power 
of God.   1 MP3 CD  $12.95

Sowing and Reaping 
Better defined as a sermon than as teaching. It 
is a truly fun listen with entertaining stories and 
illustrations, designed to warn the believer that 
he will reap what he sows.  1 CD  $6.95

Witnesses Unto Me 
Three Bible messages on one disc: Ye Shall Be 
Witnesses unto Me, Great Grace, and Ye Must Be 
Born Again.  1 MP3 CD  $12.95

Bible	Questions	DVDs
50/50 DVD
Unscripted and spontaneous, follow Mike 
around the farm as he answers your Bible 
questions. Varied questions and answers in a 
changing context makes this series captivating. 
1 DVD  $12.95 

Books
By Divine Design 
If you are philosophically minded, this book will 
appeal to you. It addresses the question, “Why, 
God, did you let this happen?” 

85-pg. Book  $7.95
8-23 copies each $5.97 (25% OFF)
24+ copies each $4.77 (40% OFF)
1 MP3  $12.95

Eight Kingdoms 
Understand the Bible by discovering the 
differences between the kingdom of God and 
the kingdom of Heaven. 

Book  $12.95 
Box of 34 $265.00 (40% OFF)

Good and Evil
A 320-page, award-winning graphic novel 
depicting the Bible stories from Genesis to 
Revelation, written by Michael Pearl and 
featuring spectacular artwork by Marvel Comic 
artist Danny Bulanadi. 

English Book  $24.95   1 MP3 CD  $12.95 
The Animated Series  3 DVD Set  $29.95
Box of 26  $389.22 (40% OFF)
El Bien y El Mal - Spanish Book - $24.95
Box of 26  $389.22 (40% OFF)
Chinese Book  $24.95 
Box of 26  $389.22 (40% OFF)
Russian Book  $24.95



Good and Evil Comic Books
Our popular book, Good and Evil, has been 
printed in one-chapter comic books. Kids will 
beg you for the next chapter.  
6 1⁄2" x 10 1⁄4" 28 pages each, soft cover, full color.

English Parts 1-3  $2.99 each
25+ copies $2.00 each (33% OFF) 
3-pack  $5.99 (33% OFF)
Spanish Parts 1-5 $2.99
25+ copies $2.00 each (33% OFF)
5-pack $9.99 (33% OFF)

Good and Evil -  
Kids’ Coloring Books
Based on the popular Good and Evil book. Sold 
separately or in a 4-Book Set. 

Books 1-4, $2.00 each
25+ copies each $1.50 (25% OFF)
4-Book Set $6.00 (25% OFF)

Repentance 
When the Bible warns a sinner to  
repent, what is the nature of that repentance? 
Michael Pearl examines all 112 uses of “repent.”
44-pg. Book  $4.50
12+ copies ea. $3.15 (30% OFF)

Revelation Poster & Handbook 
This poster is a print of an original painting 
done by Michael Pearl which shows the events 
of Revelation in chronological order. It is 40"x 
19" on heavy, glossy paper. The handbook 
which accompanies it is filled with Old 
Testament references and commentary to the 
events in Revelation.
Poster  $12.95

Romans ch. 1-8 Commentary  
This popular commentary is a careful word-for-
word examination of the most important book 
in the Bible, addressing the hard theological 
issues that have been the foundation of the 
Christian faith down through the centuries. 
222-pg. Book  $8.95

Booklets
1 John 1:9 the Protestant   
Confessional 
Must a Christian confess his sins in order to be 
forgiven? Not on your eternal life.
23-pg. Booklet  $1.50
25 or more booklets $1.00 each

Baptism in Jesus’ Name 
Is water baptism made valid by the preacher 
uttering the words “in Jesus’ name”? 

17-pg. Booklet  $1.50
25 or more booklets $1.00 each

In Defense of Biblical Chastisement
Michael brings clear understanding back into 
the confusing and often misunderstood subject 
of corporal chastisement. 
29-pg. Booklet  $1.50
25 or more booklets $1.00 each

Justification and the Book 
of James 
James clearly teaches that works justify a man 
while Paul teaches that a man is not justified by 
works. Are they contradicting each other? 

26-pg. Booklet  $1.50
25 or more booklets $1.00 each

Learning From the Atheists 
Mike tackles the arguments for the faith by 
taking the atheists’ own logic to prove Jesus 
Christ is God. 
32-pg. Booklet  $1.50
25 or more booklets $1.00 each

Pornography, Road to Hell
Michael addresses the deadly scourge 
of pornography head-on. He shows how 
repentance toward God and the power of the 
gospel of Jesus Christ can break the bondage of 
this wicked perversion.
12-pg. Booklet  $1.50
25 or more booklets $1.00 each
Spanish Pornography Booklet $1.50
25 or more booklets $1.00 each

The Gap Fact 
The Bible clearly declares that the Earth existed 
before the six-day creation. Don’t let well-
meaning creation scientists cloud this Biblical 
truth for you. Study it for yourself. 30-pg. 
Booklet  $1.50
25 or more booklets $1.00 each

To Betroth or Not to Betroth
The dangers of the betrothal system are 
exposed with the light of biblical truth, bringing 
objectivity back to an often-misunderstood 
subject. 
28-pg. Booklet  $1.50
25 or more booklets $1.00 each

Other	Books	by	Pearls
Rebekah’s Diary
Rebekah Pearl (now Anast), daughter of Michael 
and Debi Pearl, tells the awesome story of God’s 
guidance and protection as she, a 22-year-old 
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girl, all alone where no white person had ever 
been, adapted to a primitive culture. 
106-pg. Book  $7.95
8-23 copies ea. $5.97 (25% OFF)
24+ copies ea. $4.77 (40% OFF)  

The Vision
What do you get when Islamic terrorists and 
White Supremacists go up against a small 
group of Bible believers in the hills of East 
Tennessee? Get your hands on a copy of this 
intensely exciting, informative novel!   
338-pg. Book  $14.95

Books	by	Other	Authors
Five Points of Calvinism
George Bryson
Each of the much-touted five points of 
Calvinism is carefully compared with the clear 
teaching of God’s holy and infallible Word, 
providing both serious Scriptural challenge and 
correction to the extremes of Calvinism.   
125-pg. Book  $5.95

In Awe of Thy Word
Dr. Gail Riplinger
This book is the first and only documented 
history of the words of the Holy Bible. Michael 
says, “It’s the best book written on the subject” 
and a “must have” for anyone serious about 
learning the history of the Bible.   
1200-page Hardback $29.95

The 2006 Geneva Bible –  
The Trojan Horse 
Dr. Samuel Gipp
This is Dr. Gipp’s answer to the all  
the hoopla surrounding the “Geneva” Bible.  
104-pg. Book  $5.95

The Answer Book 
Dr. Samuel Gipp
Contains answers to 62 often-asked questions 
concerning Bible translation issues and the 
preservation of the Bible in the Authorized 
Version. It is scrupulously researched and 
beautifully written—a pleasure to read.  
165-pg. Book  $6.95

Why the King James Bible  
is the Perfect Word of God 
Gary Miller
Today, hundreds of books call themselves 
Bibles. In this book you will see why they 
cannot all be the words of God and why only 
the 1611 KJV is God’s perfectly preserved Word 
in English.   
48-pg. Book  $3.99

King James, His Bible, & Its Translators  
Lawrence M. Vance  
This collection of essays on the subjects of 
King James, his Bible, and its translators is the 
result of painstaking, original research, with an 
emphasis on primary resources.   
Book  $8.95

New Age Bible Versions 
Dr. Gail Riplinger 
This book is the result of an exhaustive six-year 
collation of new Bible versions, their underlying 
Greek manuscripts, editions and editors. It 
objectively and methodically documents the 
hidden alliance between new versions and the 
New Age Movement’s One World Religion.
700-pg. Book $16.95

The Hidden History  
Of The English Scriptures
Dr. Gail Riplinger
Contains original research into the manuscripts 
and languages from which all nations and 
tongues have derived their Bibles.   
70-pg. Book $7.95

The Other Side of Calvinism 
Laurence M. Vance, Ph.D. 
This book presents the other side to the 
over 400-year-old debate of the doctrines of 
Calvinism. Mike Pearl states, “This is the best 
book exposing the heresies of Calvinism. If you 
are a Bible believer concerned about TRUTH, 
this is a must-read.” Hard bound book.
788-pg. Book  $29.95

The Panorama Bible Study, No. 1: 
“The Plan of the Ages” 
Alfred Thompson Eade 
for over 40 years this study course has been 
one of Michael Pearl’s favorite Bible study tools. 
28 pages, oversized, glossy poster book format. 
Great for personal, family, or group study. The 
illustrations help adults and children alike to 
better understand the “development of Bible 
history” and to keep in view “the spiritual 
purpose of divine revelation.” 
19 × 8 ¾ in. glossy poster book format
28-pg. Paperback Book  $24.95

Software
Swordsearcher Software
This is an easy program to use. Includes over 
70 study references such as the KJV, KJV 1611, 
early translations by Tyndale and Wycliffe, 
commentaries and much more!    
PC-only Software CD  $34.95

order now!



Order Now!
To purchase our products, shop online at  

http://nogreaterjoy.org/shop 
or call toll-free 866-292-9936 

Mon–fri, 8 am–5 pm CT.

Good and Evil: The Animated Series
3 DVDs (7+ hrs.)  $29.95

Good and Evil: The Animated Series

SEPTEmbEr-OCTObEr SPECialS

Created Special
Created to Be His Help Meet  
+ Created to Need a Help Meet

Reg. $29.90 / NOW $17.95

Save 40%!  Item #2026-05

California Seminar Special
Child Training 101 DVD  

+ Balanced Patriarch DVD  
+ Movers and Shakers DVD

Reg. $38.85 / NOW $24.95

Save over 35%!  Item #2009-75

Offers good through October 31, 2013.
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The Good and Evil 
Graphic Novel — now as 
a professionally animated 
video series! Over 7 hours of 
dramatic content that will 
engage any viewer, any age. 
This Deluxe Set contains all 
13 Episodes plus extra Bonus 
features. 3-disc DVD folio.

AND

order now!
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DON’T miSS THE SHiNDiG!
September 12-15, 2013  
at Windermere (Roach, MO)
There’s still time to sign up...reserve your spot now!

Go to http://ngj.me/shindig for details.

Order “I Dig the Shindig” t-shirts today!
http://ngj.me/shindig-tshirts

Do you want to play in these 
competitive organized sports? 
Email us (ngj@nogreaterjoy.org) 
or join us on facebook:
http://ngj.me/shindig-sports
(No need to sign up for those of you who 
want to play just for fun!)

Calling all musicians! We want men’s quartets & ladies’ trios. 
Email us (ngj@nogreaterjoy.org) or join us on 

facebook: http://ngj.me/shindig-music

Photos: Elizabeth Stewart


