
No Greater Joy
“I have no greater joy than to hear that my children walk in truth” (III John 4).

m a g a z i n e
MAY - JUNE 2016

Answers
Issue

The[ ]

Answers to...
u	Homeschooling
           High School

u	Rebellious Teens 

u	Marriage

u	... and more!



THERE ARE

2.2 MILLION
INMATES IN AMERICA WAITING 

TO HEAR THE GOSPEL.

Are they waiting for you?

Contact us here to get involved 
with the Lightbearers ministry!
email: 
prisonministry@nogreaterjoy.org
phone:
931.593.3115
web:
http://ngj.me/bealightbearer

Now you and your family, church, 
youth group, or ministry can get 
involved in sending Good and Evil 
books to prisoners!

Pack & Ship
It costs No Greater Joy $8.95 per book 
including packing, shipping material and 
USPS shipping for each book sent to every 
inmate. Though any amount is appreci-
ated, for every $1,000 you donate to NGJ, 
111 prisoners will receive their own Good 
and Evil books provided by you. There is no 
administration or processing fees; 100% 
of your donation goes to providing books to 
prisoners. Donations can be made by check 
(put “Lightbearers” in the memo line) or at: 
nogreaterjoy.org/shop/donations

Funding
You can purchase Good and Evil books  
at a discounted prison price. Each week,  
No Greater Joy will send you the names/ad-
dress labels of prisoners in your state that 
have contacted us requesting a Good and 
Evil book. The books need to be mailed out 
to these prisoners within one week. We’ll 
also give you the original letters that the 
inmates wrote so you can see how God has 
been moving within the prisons and jails.

Two ways to get involved!
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Dear Mike & Debi, 
First, I want to thank you for your ministry. I am most grateful for Mike’s 
Bible teachings! They have exploded my understanding of Scripture and 
increased my faith in our awesome God. So thank you! 
My question is about homeschooling. I think I have read everything 
you’ve written on homeschooling, including Debi’s BIG BOOK OF HOME-
SCHOOLING, and even Rebekah’s book THE DA VINCI ROAD. But when it 
comes to exactly how you homeschooled for high school, I’ve only found 
vague mentions of your boys working, etc. Will you expound on what you 
did specifically for homeschooling when your kids were ages 14–18? Es-
pecially your boys. Did they have graduation ceremonies? Diplomas? How 
did they get higher learning? 
I have two sons and we’ve homeschooled them all their lives and loved 
it. But high school has been a little different. How can average suburban-
ites accomplish homeschooling through high school? The standards for 
achieving a degree for higher education require transcripts and diplomas. 
Would you have done anything differently if they suddenly changed their 
minds at age 17 and wanted to go to college? Do any of them take the 
PSAT, SAT, or ACT tests? Why or why not? 
Anything you can offer to shed light on your experiences of homeschool-
ing your kids in their teens through high school would be appreciated! 
—Lisa

Homeschooling 
High   schoolers?

By Michael Pearl

Question:

Funding
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Mike answers:
I will answer your question concern-
ing older students and also include 
letters from young adults who were 
schooled with real, hands-on learn-
ing, but first this:

We did not raise our children in a 
classroom environment. I conducted 
my “classes” in the front seat of the 
pickup or in the cabinet shop. Deb 
conducted her classes in the kitchen 
or sitting at the kitchen table enthusi-
astically discussing points of interest 
to the children. They chose projects 
that were interesting to them. They 
could be found searching the library, 
collecting rocks, leaves, and bugs, or 
constructing solar systems with foam 
balls, wire, and paint. The only tests 
they took were when someone tried 
to cheat them at a cash register or 
when they were dividing up earn-
ings from a corporate entrepreneurial 
endeavor. Have you ever seen three 
kids, ages four, six, and eight divid-
ing up $5.37? Old-fashioned suspi-
cion will make mathematicians out 
of them in a hurry. I am often asked, 
“But aren’t schools the best way to 
learn?” Where did you get a ridicu-
lous idea like that?
H.G. Wells, a noted humanist and 
historian, wrote in his The Outline of 
History concerning the schools of Al-
exandria, Egypt, between the second 
and seventh centuries AD: 

Wisdom passed away from Alex-
andria and left pedantry [pre-
tentious display of knowledge] 
behind. For the use of books was 
substituted the worship of books. 
Very speedily the learned became 

a specialized queer class with 
unpleasant characteristics of its 
own. The Museum had existed for 
half a dozen generations before 
Alexandria was familiar with a 
new type of human being: shy, 
eccentric, unpracticed, incapable 
of essentials, strangely fierce 
upon trivialities of literary detail, 
as bitterly jealous of the col-
league within as of the unlearned 
without—the Scholarly Man. He 
was as intolerant as a priest, 
though he had no cave. For 
him no method of copying was 
sufficiently tedious and no rare 
book sufficiently inaccessible. He 
was a sort of by-product of the 
intellectual process of mankind. 
For many precious generations 
the new-lit fires of the human 
intelligence were to be seriously 
banked down by this by-product.

I have observed the product of 
America’s modern counterpart to 
the Alexandrian school. Their frail 
bodies, white with the tan of flores-
cent lights, shoulders humped, eyes 
squinted, poor complexion from the 
junk food consumed between les-
sons, stumble from their classrooms 
to stand in line for the next cultur-
ally preordained phase of life. Their 
mentality is that since they have 
given themselves to the system, the 
system owes them a good job, good 
wages, medical coverage, fair play, 
protection, entertainment, a vacation, 
retirement, old-age convalescence, 
and a proper burial. God save us 
from being average. I don’t want to 
be a part. I don’t want to rear chil-
dren to be a cog in this wheel.
It is obvious that many homeschool-

continued on page 6
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From
Benjamin
My new bride and I were traveling 
through Tennessee on our honeymoon 
and visited Mr. Pearl and Mrs. Debi for 
a few days. Mrs. Debi asked me ques-
tions about how my parents raised my 
siblings and I concerning schooling 
because she was working on the May/
June magazine called Answers. So 
here is what happened in our house:

My mom made an effort for our early schooling (10 kids); learning to read, 
write, math and general info. By the time we were 12 we were off work-
ing with Dad in construction. I am 22 years old now and I know that my 
academics need some honing down. Like most of my siblings, I do love to 
learn. At the present I am interested in medical research as my new bride 
has some minor health issues. Now that she is my responsibility, I want to 
know all the newest findings on good nutrition, etc., in order to keep her 
healthy.  Most days I spend a little time researching her particular needs and 
new advances in healing. It is a whole new world of study which I am finding 
fascinating. 
The few days I was in Tennessee I used my homeschool acquired skills 
to fix the NGJ skid steer as well as work with a construction crew to build 
a barn and roof two others. This more than paid for our honeymoon time 
in the area. The day before heading home I was offered an interesting job 
working in Hawaii, but have a business at home and several people waiting 
for me to come back from my honeymoon so I can fix their trucks.
I am thankful that my dad had a bigger picture for my education than Dewey 
system. I know that I can go anywhere in the world and make a good liv-
ing. I also know that any lack in my education is my responsibility and my 
pleasure to peruse. What my parents poured into me and my 9 siblings was 
basic education, several real-life working skills, a wide range of travel and 
adventure, family honor and loyalty, and a love for learning.
At 22 years old I am a very happily married man. I own a few vehicles as 
well as 2 profitable businesses and all the tools necessary to run them. I 
also have a deep love for the word of God and a desire to seek God’s will. 
The more I travel and the greater number of people I have met the greater 
I have come to see I was really blessed in my home life. My parents loved 
each other, instilled in us self-discipline and homeschooled us right-on. I 
have no fear of failing and no regrets. My name is Benjamin and my sweet-
ie’s name is Haley. I want to say thanks to my parents.
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ing families are nothing more than 
reformed public educational systems. 
A system faulty at the very core of its 
philosophy doesn’t need reformation; 
it needs dismissal. The education 
system in America doesn’t need a 
new teacher; it needs a new birth.
Whether in the home dictated by 
parents, or in the corporate class-
room John Dewey style, education 
has taken an invasive, destructive 
course. Intensive, time-consuming 
mental discipline—out of proportion 
to working with the hands—is alien 
to natural humanity and a threat to 
normal development. It is a perver-
sion to take a five- to twelve-year-old 
child and enter him in a demanding 
competition for academic excellence. 
We would all find fault with an ambi-
tious adult that put his seven-year-
old through a demanding schedule of 
football training. Is the seven-year-
old any better equipped to handle the 
emotional demands of professional 
study? How can we justify raping a 
child’s youth by forced confinement 
in full-time study? Child prodigies 
are usually abnormal, unfulfilled 
adults. Head-starters are often late 
finishers with no desire to continue 
their education.

Just as the motions of crawling are 
essential to the development of an 
infant, and hanging on to his mama’s 
skirts is essential to a four-year-old’s 
sense of security, so following his 
daddy around is an integral part of 
the ten-year-old’s psychological 
development into manhood. School-
ing will fill their brains with facts, 
enabling them to pass tests, but 
it will not teach them to relate to 
society. When children should be 
developing confidence, creativity, 

I f   yo u   h av e   e v e r  

w o n d e r e d   w h e r e   t h e  

r e a l   m e n   w e n t ,   t h e y  

d i sa p p e a r e d   i n t o 

t e x t b o o ks   a n d  w e n t 

t h r o u g h   p u b e rt y  

w i t h   b o o ks   i n   t h e i r  

l a p s  r at h e r   t h a n  

t o o ls   i n   t h e i r   h a n d s .

continued from page 4
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individuality, strong bodies, and 
work ethics, instead they are made to 
cease independent decision making 
and march (or rather sit) in formation 
to the drum beat of a lifeless curricu-
lum. If you have wondered where the 
real men went, they disappeared into 
textbooks and went through puberty 
with books in their laps rather than 
tools in their hands.

Let us not go through another upper-
class Alexandrian Dark Age. There 
is no ignorance as great as book 
ignorance—not ignorance OF books, 
ignorance IN books. Just so you 
understand my perspective: I am a 
college graduate. I write this while 
sitting in a room with thousands of 
books lining all available wall space 
from floor to ceiling. I have read a 
meaningful portion of most of them. 
My children all read for enjoyment 
and as research to satisfy curiosity 
or to fill a need. Rebekah, our only 
child who thus far has found it need-
ful to go to college, earned the high-
est grade point average—4.0. My 
present purpose is not to brag on my 
kids. I am willing enough to do that, 
but I want you to understand that 
book education is shallow without 
a larger education in real life. When 

book education becomes predomi-
nant, the student is no longer living 
in the real world.

I know that there comes a time when 
a mature adult may need to immerse 
himself in studies, shutting out the 
real world, but this should be the bur-
den of a mature adult who has a goal 
that can only be realized through the 
weariness of much study. A child 
who is yet growing and developing a 
personality and character should not 
spend long periods of time with-
drawn in study.

What horrors, to see a small child 
quivering under the condemnation of 
his mother because he can’t keep his 
mind on a dead book lying in front 
of him! Long hours of boredom and 
pretended study stunts the intellectu-
al growth of young children. Yes, we 
want our children to be education-
ally equipped to enter into any field 
or discipline they may choose, but 
mindset is more important than mind 
content. It is far more important for 
a child to grow into personal confi-
dence, creativity, and vision than to 
rush into academic excellence. The 
reality is that most homeschooling 

continued on page 10
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From
Marc
As I sat at my desk struggling with 
Saxon Algebra ½, wondering what a 
dangling participle was and fearing the 
“new” homeschool diet my mom was 
about to test on us, I certainly didn’t 
think that a few years later I’d be sitting 
in an $8 million aircraft learning how to 
avoid radar-guided missiles.

Since most of my friends were homeschooled and didn’t know a fist bump 
from a frat party, I wasn’t too focused on spending the next four years of 
my life in the halls of higher learning. But things seemed to change after I 
finished that stage after high school, where a boy likes to jump off tall things 
and break bones. Did I really need a degree to start a career? Did McDon-
ald’s really have a retirement package? For those of you who aren’t content 
with a cubicle or helping your mom knit doilies on your 25th birthday, I may 
be able to help.
I had a desire. I loved flying and everything related to it. God blessed me 
with parents who drove me to the ends of the earth so I could get that hour 
in the rusty old airplane or go to that pancake fly-in and meet a “real” pilot. 
If God’s given you a natural talent for something and a passion to do it, 
maybe that’s His cue. It’s not always a thundering voice from heaven.

(Reprinted from 
Jan/Feb 2011)
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I didn’t really know exactly what I wanted to do, but I knew I needed to work 
hard to get it. I couldn’t rely on an $80,000 piece of paper from the state 
university telling others I was good at basket weaving. So instead of that, 
after high school I got a lot of life experience that definitely helped me get 
to where I am now. I worked many different jobs; I went into the woods for 
weeks, went on long hikes and figured out where my breaking point was. 
That’s not something a tenured professor can transfer into your soul.
I did everything from teaching flying and delivering boxes for UPS to driv-
ing the Amish to market. It wasn’t glorious, but it was valuable, and I had 
a résumé. I had more than two letters behind my name. So when I looked 
into flying helicopters for the Army, the “undergraduate degree” required to 
become an officer didn’t daunt me too much. Only a handful of people are 
selected, and pilots make up about 0.2% of the entire Army. When it came 
time for my interview with a colonel and a few majors, I heard it could take 
up to an hour to impress them. Mine lasted about four minutes. They said 
they were tired of seeing unemployed history majors with nothing to offer 
and were always looking for people with real life experience. And it only got 
easier after that. I finished at the top of my class in boot camp and was an 
honor graduate in primary flight training and the Blackhawk course. Yes, the 
vast majority of pilots have degrees, but they also have $60,000 of unpaid 
student loans and nowhere jobs in their field. I had a passion to fly and to 
serve our country and a degree didn’t stand in my way. Now, with so many 
alternatives to traditional college it almost seems pointless to lock yourself 
into four years of classes you don’t really need, with people who won’t help 
your career at all. Granted, there are many fields that require a four-plus 
year degree, but most can be done online or with distance programs that 
build a degree for you. Distance learning and real life experience are where 
it’s at. God gives us the dream and desire, but we have to be the owner, 
coach and cheerleader to get it done.
If you haven’t finished high school yet, or you’re in those awkward few 
years after and you just don’t know what to do, do anything that pushes 
you to the limit. You have stiff competition with the masses of scholared folk 
these days, and, as for me, I never regretted taking the jump off the edge.

Marc Cohen is 
the youngest son 
of Mel and Pat 
Cohen. Mel serves 
No Greater Joy 
as the General 
Manager.
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parents are following the current pop 
philosophy, sacrificing the humanity 
of their children for the promise of 
academic security.

There must be a balance. Rather than 
the imbalance of six hours of study 
and one hour of recess, for the six- to 
ten-year-old let there be one hour of 
study, five hours of recess, and two 
hours of work. Balance the ten- to 
fourteen-year-old with two hours 
of play, one hour of study, and five 
hours of work. Balance the fifteen- to 
sixteen-year-old with seven hours 
of work, one hour of study, and let 
him find time to play. Following a 
natural course as I have described, 
the seventeen- to eighteen-year-old 
won’t need your balancing; he will 
be a man in every sense of the word. 
The seventeen-year-old girl will be a 
lady of poise and confidence, ready 
to meet whatever challenges await 
her.

Over the last 40 years I have ob-
served many families who believed 
the greater the education, the greater 
the success in life. Many of those 
college graduates have never pro-
vided adequate support for their own 
families. Opportunity existed, but 
they were not able to do anything 
other than sit at a desk for a weekly 
salary. If the economy were to col-
lapse, they would not know how to 
survive. Isolated book learning is 
true ignorance—ignorance of real 
life.

In your heart you know that the 
present public system is anti-human 
as well as anti-God. Homeschoolers 
have eliminated the anti-God aspect, 

but most of them have retained the 
anti-human elements in their school-
ing.

In conclusion, children and young 
people should not be pushed by anx-
ious parents who feel that their chil-
dren’s happiness depends on cram-
ming them full of book knowledge. 
When they are old enough to send 
themselves through college, they 
can make the decision to become a 
professional student. The self-confi-
dence and working skills learned in 
their youth will better equip them for 
life as well as higher education. 

continued from page 7
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From Eric
As a graduated homeschool student, I had 
the benefit of receiving an education based 
on my own personal interests. One of those 
interests has always been a desire to work 
for myself. Looking back, I realize all the 
lessons I learned would never have been 
possible if I had attended a public  or pri-
vate school. 

One of my first business ventures was when I was about 12 years old and I 
would go door-to-door in the winter selling homemade hot chocolate mixes. 
I have never enjoyed marketing, but here I was, with about thirty seconds 
to try to sell something to a customer before the door was slammed in my 
face. After a long afternoon of talking to all sorts of people, I realized the 
true expense of business operation. 
When I was 13 I began mowing lawns for neighbors after school hours. 
However, as my business began to grow, I found myself spending more time 
working for the business and thus had less time for “traditional” schoolwork. 
Thankfully, I never had to choose between school and business. There was 
always time for both. My schoolwork was framed by my business to give 
me an education that could actually be useful and practical in life. I learned 
firsthand how hard it was to actually end up with profit at the end of a long 
day! This real-life learning taught me that budgeting was a key to business 
success. Mom and Dad taught me how to budget for tithe, business, sav-
ings, and spending. 
You may be asking where to draw the line between school and work. Be-
cause we lived in a subdivision, we were never allowed outside until after 
2:30. This time may be different for some, but we always made it a point 
to be careful not to give our neighbors the impression that my parents were 
raising nothing but a group of rampant hoodlums who were allowed to spend 
the day however they wished. I easily accomplished my traditional bookwork 
in the morning and early afternoon. But as soon as 2:30 came, you could 
be sure to find me hard at work while there was still daylight!
I am so thankful to have been able to graduate from high school with my 
own full-time landscaping business. I am 23 years old now and debt-free. 
The landscaping business I graduated with now has over 50 property con-
tracts, and I have recently started a radon inspection company as well. None 
of this would have been possible if not for the foresight my parents had in 
giving me an education based on my interests. They made sure that the 
education they provided did not hinder me, but rather enabled me to broad-
en my horizons, allowing me to pursue knowledge that I use every day.
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First, there are some common 
misperceptions about sending your 
kids to college:

• They must have a diploma.
• You must have a graduation 

ceremony.
• They must take certain core 

requirements.
• Their transcript must be “offi-

cial.”
• They must take PSAT, SAT, and/

or ACT tests.
• They must be working at “col-

lege level” in math and English.

No one ever asked to see one of my 
children’s high school diplomas. No 
one ever asked if they “graduated.” 
The only college that ever asked 
about core requirements told me it 
didn’t really matter because they 
wanted my daughter in the orches-
tra program, so they would “waive” 
the requirement (meaning it wasn’t 
really a requirement). No one ever 
asked for an official signature on one 
of my children’s transcripts. Two 
children took the SAT, and only one 
college cared what the score was. 
None took the PSAT. Two others 
took the ACT, scored poorly because 
of various learning disabilities, and 
no one cared about the scores—they 
were admitted anyway. The two 
children who I thought might not be 

working at “college level” in math 
or English (again, due to various 
learning disabilities) took a place-
ment test at the local community 
college and took one or two remedial 
classes before they were deemed up 
to par. All four were quite successful 
in their college careers and earned 
bachelor’s degrees in their fields of 
interest—political science, music 
education, art and photography, and 
exercise science.

My philosophy of primary and sec-
ondary education (grammar and high 
school) has always been that I want-
ed to provide the greatest number of 
choices to my kids. If they wanted to 
learn a trade, I wanted that to be pos-
sible. It they had a particular inter-
est (health fields, music, art, etc.), I 
wanted them to have enough basic 
knowledge on which to build. If they 
wanted to pursue higher education, I 
wanted them to be suitably outfitted 
for success in that endeavor. It turns 
out character is much more important 
than knowledge.

I wanted my children to have a good 
foundation in math and English so 
they could follow whatever road 
it was they chose. I taught them 
math through algebra and geometry, 
because those have practical applica-
tion in everyday life. I taught them 

From Karen
I want to answer the “how do you 
homeschool through high school” 
question from the perspective of a 
mom of five, four of whom chose 
to go to college.
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English because I wanted them to 
have the ability to communicate at a 
high level. (And because I’m an edi-
tor and love English, if we’re being 
honest.J) 

The remainder of their education 
was learning HOW to learn. We read 
about history from real, living, inter-
esting books, not from dry textbooks 
whose leftist leanings wanted to 
make good comrades out of my kids. 
We learned geography with a huge 
world map under clear plastic on the 
dining room table. When we found 
an interesting country, we researched 
it at the library and on the Internet, 
ate their food, talked about their cli-
mate and why they were either a rich 
or poor country. 

We learned science the kids were 
interested in. They once came home 
from an adventure across the corn 
fields in back of our house with a 
tray full of old, dry bones. They sat 
at the picnic table and assembled a 
complete skeleton, and then turned to 
a library book to determine, based on 
its size and the shape of its skull, that 
it was a red fox. We learned about 
earth science, biology, chemistry, 
and physics. Sometimes we referred 
to textbooks for information, but 
rarely followed them page by page. 
That would have forced the children 
to “learn” things that didn’t inter-
est them, and what a waste of time! 
I could have made them memorize 
Newtons’ Second Law (Force = 
Mass x Acceleration), but put a split-
ting maul in their hands and they 
learn it firsthand and remember it for 
life! When the musician daughter 
went to college and took a physics 
class that taught her about sound 

waves, it was fascinating to her be-
cause it involved her passion—mu-
sic. And isn’t that how we as adults 
learn? We find something interesting 
and pursue it. Why should it be dif-
ferent for our kids?

I kept records each year of basic 
topics covered so I could produce a 
transcript for each child that accu-
rately reflected what they had “stud-
ied.” No one ever questioned what I 
had written.

One of the things that set my kids 
apart with admission committees 
was the application essay. One child 
wrote her entire essay about the 
whole family going “bridge jump-
ing” off an old railroad bridge into 
the Buffalo River. Our flexible 
schedule allowed us to do that to-
gether, and how much more exciting 
than the tiresome list of extracur-
ricular activities most applicants 
produce!

Colleges today are actively seeking 
homeschooled students, because sta-
tistically they get better grades and 
contribute more in every area to the 
college overall.

Preparation for higher learning does 
not have to be dull, dry, boring, rote 
memorization, living in fear the chil-
dren won’t learn something they’re 
supposed to know. They will gradu-
ate from high school not knowing 
a LOT of things; so stop worrying 
that you’re going to miss something. 
Of course you are! As long as the 
children learn HOW TO LEARN and 
are people of character, they will be 
equipped to follow whatever path 
they choose. J
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Dear Pearls,
I have counseled young families for years so I am saddened to be writing 
you. I have ten children and counting. I have always homeschooled and 
have been very involved in my children’s lives. There are now four teens in 
the home, three boys and a girl. My second son is such a blessing, but the 
other three teens are more and more disrespectful. I can’t expect leader-
ship or direction from their father, so don’t bother giving that advice. 
—Laura

Dear Mr. Pearl, 
I guess you would say that I have a good family. These days any family 
that manages to stay clear of porn is a rock-star, so we score. My mom 
homeschooled us kids and we home-churched as well, where for years 
she tried to get Dad to step up and lead. He never did—it is just not who 
he is. I can’t say why, but my mom just irks me. She is so earnest and 
intense in service to God, which causes people outside the family to be 
impressed by her. I love her, although I don’t like her. If she were the only 
woman to give me an example of how women were, then I would avoid 
getting married. It’s time for us guys to marry, but we are dragging our 
butts. Hello…can you guess why?
—Charles

Why   Are   My  
Teens   Rebellious?

Question:
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Debi answers 
Why did this happen? Why do some 
young adults manifest disrespect 
and dishonor? How can a parent 
do everything right and still suffer 
rebellion in their teenagers? Why do 
young adults judge this way? Does 
that verse mean “train up a child in 
the way he should go, and when he 
is a teen he will be disrespectful, but 
when he is old he will come back?”

For many years we have received 
such letters. The whys become easier 
to answer as most answers are basi-
cally the same. If people could be ob-
jective for just a moment, they, too, 
would be able to see the solution. To 
get to the root, I ask these mothers, 
“Does your husband do anything on 
a regular basis that you feel might be 
detrimental to the family?” Invari-
ably they answer something like this: 
“YES, and I always knew it would 
weaken the family, and now this 
proves it.” Then I ask, “How do you 
react? Do you meet eyes with the 
children and silently communicate 
your disappointment? Are they in 
any way aware of your martyrdom 
as you willingly ‘die to yourself’ in 
resignation to your husband’s clumsy 
spirituality? Do you in any way 
indicate that you are praying he will 
assume his role as spiritual leader?”

When I ask such questions, the atmo-
sphere of the room suddenly chang-
es. The “strong, spiritual women” 
look as if they lost their unction. 
How do they feel? Probably the same 
way they make their husbands feel—
like a second-class Christian.

Over the years I have heard many 
women speak in front of their hus-
bands about how they are praying 
God will have his way in their fami-
lies. Or they will brag about what a 
wonderful sermon that was and how 
they want that in their home. As I 
stand there listening, I am embar-
rassingly aware that their husbands 
are being reduced to carnal nincom-
poops.

The man can’t complain that his wife 
doesn’t obey him, because she does. 
He can’t say she speaks evil toward 
him, because she doesn’t. He can’t 
fault her in any way. But he is often 
angry; he feels he is not respected 
and honored; he feels the fool. And 
somehow for all her years of faithful 
prayer, he never becomes a mighty 
man of God. In front of the children, 
she patronizes him. She doesn’t 
know it, and he can’t explain it, but 
the kids grow up feeling it all the 
same. It reaps anger, frustration, bel-
ligerence, irritation in the dad, dislike 
among siblings, and, in young adults, 
disrespect for their mother. The 
Scripture tells us “Every wise wom-
an buildeth her house; but the foolish 
plucketh it down with her hands.”

The children are subtly being per-
suaded that the head of the house 
is not really the spiritual leader and 

D o   yo u   m e e t   e y e s  

w i t h  t h e   c h i l d r e n  

a n d   s i l e n t ly  

c o m m u n i cat e   yo u r  

d i sa p p o i n t m e n t ?
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therefore not to be highly regarded—
in fact he is a detriment to the growth 
of the family. No wonder when they 
become teens they treat their dad like 
the burden she has contrived him to 
be. Of course, when the children are 
young, Mom seems like a strong, 
spiritual woman, but as they mature 
they look at her with the same criti-
cal eyes of judgment she has used on 
Dad. Every look of irreverence to-
ward Dad is now multiplied and sent 
back in her direction (Matt. 7:1–5). 
She has trained her children well in 
the folly of disrespect and irrever-
ence. They might obey because she 
has obeyed, but what is obedience 
without honor?

Mother, if you have a reputation as a 
fine Christian woman yet lose your 
children to bitterness, what have 
you gained? Will it be satisfaction 
enough to be able to blame your 
husband?

The first and the most important 
thing you will ever do as a mother 
in training your children is to rever-
ence your husband, delight yourself 
in him, love to obey him, feel hon-
ored to be married to him, and joy 
in his presence. In doing so, you 
are building up your house, you are 
creating a home, you are establish-
ing a foundation. It is this first and 
most important ingredient in raising 
happy, obedient, creative, respect-
ful children—children delighted to 
be part of the family. This kind of 
atmosphere in the home causes your 
children to love each other, to enjoy 

being with their own brothers and 
sisters.

Oh, your teens might see that you are 
not Mr. and Mrs. Perfect, but they 
will delight in the fact that their par-
ents really like each other. It makes 
for a very happy, peaceful home 
life. It makes the promises found in 
the Bible become a reality. It is the 
reason some parents who seem to 
do everything wrong are still able to 
raise good teens, while other parents 
who do everything right raise sour 
young people.

Ladies, we have in our grasp the op-
portunity to reverence our husbands, 
thus teaching our children how to 
reverence God. I can change eternity 
by choosing to delight myself in my 
husband, obeying him, loving him, 
and causing him to stand before God 
free from the shackles of domestic 
condemnation. As Mike once said, 
“When a wife suggests that a hus-
band take the lead, any leading he 
does after that is just following her 
suggestion.” When you decide what 
course the family should take and 
then seek to bring your husband into 
compliance, you will not only spoil 
your marriage but your children as 
well.

If your husband is a 20% father and 
you make the children aware of your 
dissatisfaction, you will have 20% 
kids; but if you respect and honor 
your 20% husband, causing the kids 
to think you see him as 100%, you 
may have 100% kids. And a husband 
and father who is treated with honor 
and respect will rise to the calling 
and be more of the man he needs to 
be.

w h at   i s   o b e d i e n c e  

w i t h o u t   h o n o r ?
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Last week someone asked me, “How 
do you keep a marriage alive?”

Here is my answer: You flirt! You 
tease! You date! You work to im-
press! You be impressed! You find 
ways to laugh, sit close, and hang out 
together. You kiss every chance you 
can. You dart around the corner and 
make out! You dress for each other. 

You pray. You are thankful and count 
your blessings. You look for ways to 
bless the other. You worry less about 
their job and you do yours. You are 
understanding. You find interest in 
the same things and have fun learn-
ing, growing, and doing that thing 
together. You kick up a heel and 
blow him a kiss, or better. Then you 
do it all again tomorrow! 

A
n
sw

er

how   do  you   keep   
marriage   alive?

Question:

For Mothers  [Item 6111-05]
Created to Be His Help Meet and 
The Help Meet’s Journey 
Reg. $25.90 | Now $14.95

For Fathers  [Item 2102-05]
Created to Need a Help Meet, 
Holy Sex and Only Men CD 
Reg. $29.85 | Now $16.95

Specials for Mom and Dad!

Offers valid thru 6/30/2016. Discounts, specials, and coupons cannot be combined.

by Shoshanna Easling
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Dear Pearls,
The article about the boy who was molested (Tommy’s Story) brought 

back many of my own memories. My molester was my dad. 
Fear is a terrible thing. Every time my dad abused me, he would make 

me look him in the eye and he would tell me that if I ever told, he would kill 
me. I believed him. I lived in daily fear. I started messing my pants when I 
was six. I remember my mom asking me why I did it and spanking me. I told 
her I didn’t know why and I didn’t. I learned years later that children often 
do that as a way of letting someone know that something is terribly wrong in 
their lives.

Bad dreams and terrifying flashbacks after I married finally forced me to 
seek counsel. It changed my life. For the first time I heard that it was not my 
fault and that I was not dirty, that God could and did love me and I could be 
white as snow. I gave my life to Christ, and he healed me of all the broken-
ness and dirty feelings I had.

The Bible says with all our wisdom, get understanding. I wanted to know 
why my dad did this to me. Years later, I went back to ask him why. My 
huge, 6’6”, 375-pound, 65-year-old dad wept like a baby as he told me 
about being molested by his older brothers. Molesters often beget molesters. 

I have met four men who are molesters, and each one of these men was 
molested by the youth leader at their church or some trusted family member. 

The effects of sexual abuse last the rest of our lives, but through Christ 
we can come to a place of forgiveness and lead normal lives. I have found 
healing helping others who have suffered my fate. 

Thank you for publishing that story. I see MOST parents letting their 
children go with anyone, just because they are nice or in a “good” position. 
I wish parents would not take the easy way out and realize that God placed 
us as guards over our children to protect them. Keep sounding the warn-
ing! In today’s world the threat is so much greater for all children. Your Yell 
and Tell books are great, but in the end parents MUST take their God-given 
responsibility seriously as well as watch for any possible fear, anger, or 
change in the child’s behavior that could be an alarm. 
— Sandra

TOMMY’S
STORY

Response
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It seemed every kid in our neighbor-
hood had a dog. Every kid except 
me. I asked my parents on several 
occasions if I might have a dog too. 
They wisely explained that a pet 
meant responsibility, and they felt 
I needed to be at least ten years old 
before I would be ready for one. I 
was nine.

In the meantime, my mom encour-
aged me to research various dog 
breeds so I would be able to make an 
informed choice when the time came. 
It didn’t take me long to decide. I 
wanted a Dalmatian. Other kids had 
labs or terriers or common breeds. 
But I would have something special: 
a dog I had previously thought was 
reserved only for firefighters.

Unfortunately, Dalmatian pup-
pies were expensive—a purebred 
cost around $400 at the time. Mom 
warned me that $400 was a lot of 
money, most likely more than our 
family could pay. This apparent 
obstacle set the stage for one of the 

most important lessons I have ever 
learned: how to ask God for some-
thing and then trust his guidance in 
the answer.

Like all kids, I had a dream. And like 
most kids, I lacked the resources to 
make that dream a reality. So I began 
to pray, petitioning God to give me 
a Dalmatian. I didn’t have much 
experience in prayer or a super-
Christian faith. I just wanted a dog, 
and because my parents encouraged 
it, I decided to ask God.

God loves to answer prayer when 
people actually expect him to, when 
they believe he can. And most of all, 
he loves the faith-filled prayers of 
children. They have sway with him 
like none else.

And so it happened, that on a warm 
summer evening in suburban Fort 
Worth, God unmistakably inserted 
himself into my life. His answer to 
my little prayer did not come as a 
fuzzy feeling or some vague aligning 

Faith   and 
Dalmations

TOMMY’S
STORY

Response
How I Learned to Believe God

by Joshua Steele
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of circumstances. Instead, it came 
in the form of a champion-quality 
adolescent Dalmatian trotting right 
into my front yard! 

Stray dogs were fairly common in 
our neighborhood, but a Dalmatian? 
It was exactly what I had been pray-
ing for! My heart raced as I observed 
this beautiful animal darting from 
place to place, sniffing out every tree 
and bush, seemingly oblivious to the 
stunned nine-year-old boy gawking 
from the porch.

I quickly recovered from my shock. 
As it became apparent that no owner 
was in sight, I caught the dog and 
brought her inside. Mom slipped an 
old collar from a former pet around 
our canine visitor’s neck. The tag on 
it was current, displaying our home 

address, phone number, and the name 
Tina. After releasing the Dalmatian 
into the backyard, we discussed how 
to proceed.

We knew from our research what a 
quality Dalmatian should look like. 
This dog was perfect. Too perfect, 
in fact, to be a stray. Dismayed, I 
listened sadly as Mom explained that 
the dog must belong to someone and 
we needed to do our best to get her 
back home. She was right, of course, 
and we set about trying to find the 
owner.

A little while later, I went into the 
backyard and discovered to my 
horror that my dream pet had disap-
peared! We later learned that she was 
a fence-jumper, and our short, four-
foot chain link had been no match for 
her.

To say that I was heartbroken would 
be an understatement. I had been so 
certain that God had given me a Dal-
matian. Despite our conclusion that 
she belonged to someone else, I still 
held out hope that I might get to keep 
her. Now she was gone. It was the 

Joshua and Ashlea

G o d   l o v e s   t o  

a n sw e r   p r ay e r   w h e n  

p e o p l e   a c t u a l ly  

e x p e c t   h i m   t o .
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first time in my short life I felt a keen 
sense of loss, and I remember vividly 
how I sobbed in my mom’s arms.

But the story didn’t end there. Could 
we not pray again? We did pray, 
but my faith was small. Surely this 
dog was gone forever, and prayer 
was merely our dutiful response to 
a hopeless situation. God, however, 
was just getting warmed up.

Only a short time passed before 
the phone rang. A man on the other 
end claimed that he had found Tina. 
Could we come pick her up? I was 
beside myself. Minutes later, this 
amazing Dalmatian was back at the 
Steele home, now confined more 
carefully to prevent escape.

In the days to come, we ran ads in 
the local newspaper and hung posters 
all over our neighborhood. No one 
ever claimed her. Finally, Dad gave 
his permission and the dog was mine 
to keep. I named her Ashlea, and as 
you might expect, she was the best 
pet a kid could ever hope for. But to 
me she was much more than a pet. 
She was the hand of God reaching 
deliberately into my life, showing me 
that he was real, that he was power-
ful, and that he cared about me.
Years later, while I was home on my 
first furlough from Ukraine, Ashlea 
passed away. I buried her myself on 

the back of my parents’ Texas farm. 
Through tears, with the shovel in my 
hands, I thanked God for his good-
ness and faithfulness to a nine-year-
old boy.

Next Steps
Ashlea was a beginning. From there, 
God continued to mold my life in 
various ways, introducing greater 
tests of faith. When I was 12, my 
mom registered me for a large Chris-
tian conference that was held annu-
ally in our city. It was a big event, 
and I felt very privileged to attend at 
such a young age. 

The speaker challenged us to follow 
God in many practical areas, even 
when it was hard. He told stories 
from his own life about learning to 
walk in faith. I found one example 
particularly poignant: obtaining and 
maintaining a clear conscience. I 
grew in humility as I began patching 
up relationships with others, admit-
ting when I was wrong, and asking 
for forgiveness. It was terrifying at 
times. But God loves contrition. As 
he led me, I learned to value his ap-
proval far more than the approval of 
people.

Another significant area for me 
was submission to my parents. As a 
young adolescent I learned not only 
to obey my parents out of duty, but 
to value their authority as a sort of 
divine guidance. I knew God had 
placed me under my parents, and I 
began to realize that as I followed 
their direction, I was following his. 
The ability to hear God’s voice in 
this way became increasingly valu-
able to me, reinforcing my relation-

I   t h a n k e d   g o d   f o r   h i s 

g o o d n e s s   a n d 

fa i t h f u l n e s s   t o   a 

n i n e - y e a r - o l d   b oy .
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ship with him and with my parents. 
Their wisdom protected me from 
many a pitfall during my formative 
years, and their training continues to 
benefit me and my family to this day.

Meeting Mike
God brought a second major event 
into my life at the age of 12: my first 
meeting with Michael Pearl. Mike 
came to visit our church in Texas 
and led a Bible study on Romans 
and Revelation. Everything about 
it fascinated me. The teaching was 
excellent, but I was most struck by 
Mike’s loyalty to the Word of God. I 
had never heard a preacher who was 
so confident in believing the Bible 
word for word, just as it was written. 
His speech was void of all-too-famil-
iar criticisms such as, “This would 
be better translated as . . .” or “In the 
original Greek it actually says . . .” 
Instead, Mike seemed to hang on ev-
ery word, every comma. These were 
God’s words, after all, and they were 
perfectly preserved for us. We could 
read them and understand them. We 
could search for meaning and find 
it. We could know for ourselves the 
doctrines of God without having to 
rely blindly on the private interpreta-
tions of others.

This approach to Scripture gave me 
confidence. Over the next few years, 
I listened to every Bible study from 
Mike that I could get my hands on. 
We had cassette tapes then, and I 
remember listening to them as I did 
my chores. I saw that Mike wasn’t 
trying to conform me into a belief 
system he had contrived. Instead, 
with Mike’s guidance, I was learning 
to follow God, and this thrilled me. I 

was learning to read God’s Word for 
myself and stand on its claims with 
boldness. Mike’s teaching on vari-
ous passages of Scripture frequently 
left me thinking, “Why didn’t I see 
that before? It’s written right here in 
black and white!”

By the time I was 18, I had become 
fearless. I knew that I still had much 
to learn, but I had no doubt in my 
mind about how to learn it. I needed 
nothing more than my King James 
Bible, a good concordance, and time.

Hong Kong
As I progressed through my adoles-
cent years, I gradually recognized 
that God was orchestrating signifi-
cant events to lead me down a specif-
ic path. It was my job to discern his 
direction and obey. He would take 
care of the rest. In fact, this percep-
tion became a core part of my prayer 
life. “Lord, if you will only make 
your will clear to me, I will obey.”
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One life-steering event came when 
I was 16 in the form of a phone call 
from Michael Pearl. He was inviting 
me to take part in a short-term mis-
sion project in Hong Kong. Mike’s 
son, Gabriel, was going and their 
family wanted someone to accompa-
ny him. Would my parents consider 
allowing me to go?

When I heard this proposition, I was 
excited, but I had my doubts that it 
would ever materialize. Our family 
didn’t travel much at all. Besides, 
this would cost money, and although 
Mike’s church had offered to pay for 
living expenses while I was in Hong 
Kong, the cost of the airfare would 
be up to us. Where would we get the 
money? After some discussion, my 
mom and dad agreed: if God would 
provide the funds, they would allow 
me to go.

I had a part-time job in construction, 
and I immediately began saving all I 
could. But there was another prob-
lem. It was now December of 1995, 
and due to squabbling in Congress, 
the U.S. government had shut down. 
Among other things, new pass-

ports were not being issued. Even 
if I could earn enough for my plane 
ticket, how would I get a passport?

I listened to the news on the radio. 
Reports told of people going to 
passport agencies and camping out 
for days, hoping that the govern-
ment might open in time for them to 
receive a passport. Again, my situa-
tion seemed impossible, and again, 
God acted. 

The government finally decided to 
open the passport offices for one 
week. If you showed up in time and 
got through the lines, you could get 
a passport. Mom loaded me and the 
other kids in the car, and we left 
for Houston. As we approached the 
city, I prepared myself for a dread-
ful sight. Based on the radio reports 
I’d heard, there would be impossible 
lines, tents everywhere, and a general 
feeling of chaos. 

We timed our arrival so that we 
would reach the city in the pre-dawn 
hours, hoping this would help our 
chances. As we navigated the down-
town Houston streets, I fumbled 
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with an atlas trying to guide Mom to 
the right place. Finally, after asking 
directions, we found the passport 
office. Mom dropped me off to get a 
place in line, and then left to check in 
to our hotel.

I entered the building and went up 
several floors to the main entrance of 
the passport office. It was still closed. 
This much I had expected. What I 
did not expect was to find myself 
alone. There was not a soul in sight. 
Was I in the right place? Where were 
the lines we’d heard about? I did not 
have to wonder long. Minutes later 
the crowds arrived behind me. Soon 
a security guard came out and began 
explaining various protocols. This 
was indeed the right place, and I was 
first in line!

Mom managed to find me at the front 
of the line and we started check-
ing all our paperwork. The security 
guard had assured us that if anything 
was missing, we would be passed 
over for the next applicant, losing 
our place in line and possibly our 
chance to obtain a passport.

To my horror, we suddenly realized 
that we had neglected to fill in my 
social security number on the appli-
cation. We didn’t have it anywhere! 
Only minutes remained until the 
doors opened! After some discussion, 
we decided to call Dad in Fort Worth 
to see if he could find the number. 
This was before the days of smart-
phones and wifi, so Mom set off 
to find a pay phone. It seemed this 
whole crazy plan of ours was coming 
apart at the seams.

Yet once again, right on cue, God 

did what seemed to us impossible. 
Mom hadn’t gotten far when she was 
stopped by a man in line. He had 
overheard our conversation and to 
our amazement, he produced a cel-
lular telephone! I had barely heard of 
such devices, let alone used one. In 
1995, a cell phone was rare indeed.

Mom dialed home. A few moments 
later, she was back at the front of the 
line with the number in hand. Within 
half an hour, we had completed the 
application process, and by early af-
ternoon, we were driving toward Fort 
Worth, passport in hand.

Against all odds, I flew to Hong 
Kong in January of 1996 and spent 
six weeks spreading the Gospel 
with a team of young missionaries. 
Gabriel Pearl had injured his leg 
just before the trip, and so I ended 
up traveling alone. But then, I was 
not alone. I was more convinced 
than ever before that God was with 
me. He was the God who heard and 
answered my prayers. He was the 
God who produced Dalmatians out 
of thin air, who revealed his Word to 
children, who provided money for 
mission trips, and who even dis-
patched his angels in Houston armed 
with cell phones. This was my God, 
and I would follow him to the ends 
of the earth.

y e t   o n c e   a g a i n ,  

r i g h t   o n   c u e ,   g o d   d i d  

w h at   s e e m e d   t o   u s  

i m p o s s i b l e .
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Conclusion
Just 18 months after returning from 
Hong Kong, I discovered my next 
mission field: Ukraine. I spent five 
months there in 1997. God ultimately 
used that trip to lead me to the minis-
try I have today.

I could tell many more stories of 
God’s guidance, provision, and 
faithfulness. Someday, perhaps I will 
write them all down in a book. For 
now, let me close by challenging 
you, young man or young woman, to 
believe God. This little testimony is 
not a story about a special boy who 
achieved great faith. This is a story 
about a great God who built faith in 
a little boy. That same God is waiting 
for you. He is extending his hand to 
lead you. He is ready to part the Red 
Sea for you and show you wonders 
that will defy your imagination. Let 
him build your faith as you obey his 
Word. Seek God, believe God, and 
follow God as he transforms your 
life into an incredible story that will 
glorify his name and turn many to 
salvation.

Joshua has been ministering the 
Gospel in Ukraine since 2001, and 
has also served in Mexico, Hong 
Kong, Thailand and the United 
States. Prior to her calling as a wife 
and mother, Kelsie took part in mis-
sion trips to Taiwan, Mexico, and 
Romania. She and Joshua were mar-
ried on September 18, 2004, after 
which they returned to Ukraine as a 
couple.

Joshua and Kelsie are both found-
ing members of Euro Team Outreach 
(ETO), a ministry dedicated to ad-
vancing the Gospel of Jesus Christ in 
Eastern Europe. One of ETO’s core 
outreaches is Bible First!  
(see page 30)

During the summer months, ETO 
hosts Carpathian Mountain Out-
reach, an annual short-term project 
aimed at evangelizing remote moun-
tain villages, expanding the impact 
of Bible First! in Ukraine, and 
providing hands-on missions training 
for young men.

The Steeles currently reside in L’viv, 
Ukraine. They have four children: 
Abigail, Rebekah, Hosanna, and 
Kathryn. Both Joshua and Kelsie 
speak the Ukrainian language flu-
ently and are actively involved in the 
lives of the Ukrainian people.

And what shall I more say? for the 
time would fail me to tell of Gide-
on, and of Barak, and of Samson, 
and of Jephthae; of David also, 
and Samuel, and of the proph-
ets: Who through faith subdued 
kingdoms, wrought righteousness, 
obtained promises, stopped the 
mouths of lions. Quenched the vi-
olence of fire, escaped the edge 
of the sword, out of weakness 
were made strong, waxed valiant 
in fight, turned to flight the armies 
of the aliens. -Hebrews 11:32-34

1-866-292-9936   |   http://nogreaterjoy.org 29



The same Bible First! lessons that we’ve been using in Ukraine are now 
available to you in English from No Greater Joy. 

Have you wanted to present the Gospel, but been 
frustrated in your attempts to find opportunities?

This course takes readers on a chronological journey through the book 
of Genesis, presenting not only the Gospel, but every major doctrine in 
Scripture. The lessons point to Jesus, drawing on the types and parallels that 
God Himself built into Genesis.

Have you ever wished  you could teach the 
Bible to someone who needs Christ?

Your Bible First! Ministry

Debi says “These books are truly riveting. 
It is homeschool Bible curriculum at its finest!”
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Have you ever wished  you could teach the 
Bible to someone who needs Christ?

In early 2004, our missionary team 
had a problem. Serving in Ukraine, 
our goal seemed straightforward: 
communicate the Gospel of Jesus 
Christ to Ukrainians. But the 
practical implementation was 
frustrating.
The difficulty was that many 
Ukrainians resisted traditional 
approaches to evangelism. Western 
Ukraine is particularly religious, 
with the majority of the population 
belonging to the Orthodox or 
Catholic churches. The first thing 
everyone wanted to know was 

which church we represented. Once 
they discovered it wasn’t their 
denomination, people closed up and 
would have nothing further to do 
with us.
Most of these Ukrainians weren’t 
rejecting Christ. They were rejecting 
us. Bible First! was born out of our 
attempts to solve this church-barrier 
problem. We believe that the Bible is 
the most powerful evangelistic tool 
in our arsenal. Today, we maintain 
an active enrollment of over 500 
students from every Ukrainian 
oblast.

Developed by Missionaries

We’ve put together a series of training videos and other materials at 
www.getbiblefirst.com to guide you in building your ministry!

Buy All Six 
and Save!

1421-10 Bible First!- Vol 1: Lessons 1-3 $7.95
1422-10 Bible First!- Vol 2: Lessons 4-6 $7.95
1423-10 Bible First!- Vol 3: Lessons 7-10 $7.95
1424-10 Bible First!- Vol 4: Lessons 11-13 $7.95
1425-10 Bible First!- Vol 5: Lessons 14-17 $7.95
1426-10 Bible First!- Vol 6: Lessons 18-20 $7.95

Bible First!  
Complete Set 
(Six Volumes)
1427-05   $34.99

Now Available from No Greater Joy!
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FAMILY BOOKS
Created to Be  
His Help Meet 
Discover How God  
Can Make Your  
Marriage Glorious 
10th Anniversary Edition!

What God is doing through 
this book is amazing! We’ve 
received thousands of 
letters from wives and husbands giving testimony 
to marriages restored and old loves rekindled.  
By Debi Pearl. 336 pages.

2021-10 1 Book ............................ $16.95 
2020-99 Box of 24 (40% OFF).................$244.08 
2020-55 Audio book (MP3 CD) ................. $12.95 
2020-12 Spanish book .............................. $14.95 
2020-13 Russian book .............................. $14.95

Preparing to Be  
a Help Meet 
For Married and 
Unmarried Women
Being a good help 
meet starts long before 
marriage. It is a mindset, 
a learned habit, a way 
of life established as a 
young unmarried girl—a perfect study guide for 
small groups. By Debi Pearl. 296 pages.

7500-10 1 Book ............................ $19.95 
7500-99 Box of 24 (40% OFF).................$287.28 
7500-55 Audio book (MP3 CD) ................. $12.95 
7500-12 Spanish book .............................. $19.95 
7500-92 Box of 24 (40% OFF).................$287.28

The Help Meet’s 
Journey
The Journey is a 
year-long companion 
workbook/journal for 
Created To Be His Help 
Meet. There are extra 
pages for your stories, 
doodles, and studies. 
By Debi Pearl. 184 pages.

2030-10 1 Journal/Workbook ...... $10.95 
2030-99 Box of 24 (40% OFF).................$287.28

Created to Need  
a Help Meet 
A Marriage Guide  
for Men
Men know they need their 
wives sexually, but most 
don’t know they need 
their wives emotionally, 
spiritually, and mentally 
in order to be well-rounded, thoughtful, balanced, 
and motivated men. You’ll be a better man once 
you come to see the whole truth. Men, this book is 
for you. By Michael Pearl. 245 pages.

2025-10 1 Book ............................$14.95 
2025-99 Box of 24 (40% OFF).................$215.28 
2025-55 Audio book (MP3 CD) ................. $12.95

In Search of  
a Help Meet 
Finding the Right One
Choosing your life’s partner 
is the most important and 
life-directing decision you’ll 
ever make. This book may 
save you from making the 
biggest mistake of your life. 
By Michael & Debi Pearl. 250 pages.

4540-10 1 Book ............................$14.95 
4540-99 Box of 24 (40% OFF).................$215.28 
4540-55 Audio book (MP3 CD) ................. $12.95

Holy Sex 
Song of Solomon
A refreshing journey through 
biblical texts showing that 
God designed marriage 
to be the context of erotic 
pleasure. By Michael Pearl. 
82 pages.

4125-10 1 Book ...............................$7.95 
 8–23 copies (25% OFF) ......... $5.97 ea. 
 24+ copies (40% OFF) ............ $4.77 ea. 
4125-12 Spanish book .................................$7.95 
 8–23 copies (25% OFF) ......... $5.97 ea. 
 24+ copies (40% OFF) ............ $4.77 ea.

Product Catalog
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To Train Up a Child 
Child Training for the  
21st Century 
Updated & Expanded: 
New Material Added!

This brand new edition is 
over 15% larger. Mike has 
revised and expanded on 
the original book to make 
this the most comprehensive edition yet! From 
successful parents, learn how to train up your 
children rather than discipline them up. With 
humor and real-life examples, this book shows 
you how to train your children before the need to 
discipline arises. 176 pages.

8611-10 1 Book .............................. $9.95 
 8–23 copies (25% OFF) ..........$7.47 ea. 
 24+ copies (40% OFF) ............ $5.97 ea. 
8610-55 Audio book (previous edition) 
  (MP3 CD) .................................... $12.95

Training Children 
to Be Strong  
in Spirit
This is not a time for 
weak spirits. Some call it 
intestinal fortitude. I call 
it guts—spiritual guts. The 
greatest gift you can give 
your children is to train them 
to be strong in spirit, courageous, unbending in 
the face of adversity and temptation.  
By Michael Pearl. 198 pages.

5650-10 1 Book .............................. $9.95 
 8–23 copies (25% OFF) ..........$7.47 ea. 
 24+ copies (40% OFF) ............ $5.97 ea.

No Greater Joy, Vols. 1, 2 & 3
Reprints from the first few years of No Greater Joy 
articles. Covers many topics. 100+ pages each.

6230-10 Vol. 1 Book ........................$7.95 
 8–23 copies (25% OFF) ......... $5.97 ea. 
 24+ copies (40% OFF) ............ $4.77 ea. 
6230-DL Audio book (Digital Download) .....$9.95

6235-10 Vol. 2 Book ........................$7.95 
 8–23 copies (25% OFF) ......... $5.97 ea. 
 24+ copies (40% OFF) ............ $4.77 ea. 
6235-DL Audio book (Digital Download) .....$9.95

6240-10 Vol. 3 Book ........................$7.95 
 8–23 copies (25% OFF) ......... $5.97 ea. 
 24+ copies (40% OFF) ............ $4.77 ea. 
6240-DL Audio book (Digital Download) .....$9.95

Jumping Ship 
What to do so your 
children don’t jump ship 
to the world when they 
get older
In this book, Mike and 
Debi talk about mistakes 
parents make and what 
you can do to keep your 
children on board with you.  
By Michael & Debi Pearl. 106 pages.

4940-10 1 Book ...............................$7.95 
 8–23 copies (25% OFF) ......... $5.97 ea. 
 24+ copies (40% OFF) ............ $4.77 ea. 
4940-75 DVD .............................................. $12.95 
4940-12 Spanish book .................................$7.95 
 8–23 copies (25% OFF) ......... $5.97 ea. 
 24+ copies (40% OFF) ............ $4.77 ea.

The BIG Book of 
Homeschooling
Homeschooling pioneer 
and veteran Debi Pearl 
combines her over 35 
years of experience 
and sound wisdom 
with the input of other 
successful homeschool 
mothers in this must-
have guide. Includes extensive list of resources for 
the busy homeschool family library. Illustrated and 
in full color! By Debi Pearl. 288 pages.

1430-10 1 Book ............................ $19.95 
 8–21 copies (25% OFF) .......$14.97 ea. 
 22+ copies (40% OFF)..........$11.97 ea.
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Samuel Learns to 
Yell & Tell 
A Warning for Children 
Against Sexual Predators
A child predator loses his 
power when he loses his cover. This beautifully 
illustrated children’s book will arm parents and 
children against predators.  
By Debi Pearl. 40 pages.

9700-10 1 Book .............................. $9.95 
 8–23 copies (25% OFF) ..........$7.47 ea. 
 24+ copies (40% OFF) ............ $5.97 ea.

Sara Sue Learns 
to Yell & Tell 
A Warning for Children 
Against Sexual Predators
Debi’s second book in the 
Yell and Tell series! Join Sara Sue and her little 
sister as they continue to teach children to yell 
and tell. By Debi Pearl. 40 pages.

9710-10 1 Book .............................. $9.95 
 8–23 copies (25% OFF) ..........$7.47 ea. 
 24+ copies (40% OFF) ............ $5.97 ea.

Alabama Seminar
Michael Pearl speaking on 
child training. These are 
geared toward the father’s 
role in the family. Tales of 
Mike and his sons’ wild 
adventures. Boys love it! 

8325-55 1 MP3 CD .......................$12.95

Becoming a Man
This message is for parents 
concerned about raising 
their boys up to be men and 
it is for fathers who never 
learned to be real men.

1417-10 1 Audio CD ....................... $6.95

My Favorite 
Homeschooling 
Ideas
Debi discusses her best 
homeschooling ideas. 20+ 
years of accumulated wisdom. A bestseller!

6170-45 1 Audio CD ....................... $6.95

KIDS’ BOOKS
FAMILY AUDIO

Living Virtuously 
A Wife’s Complete Guide 
to Keeping Her Heart and 
Home
Living a virtuous life means 
learning contentment, 
choosing joy, and being 
teachable. Victory and virtue 
are gifts given to those 
who persevere on their own journey that God has 
given no matter what life may bring. In this book, 
embark on a trail of discovery through Proverbs 
31, discovering the traits of a Virtuous Woman.  
By Erin Harrison. 336 pages.

5700-10 1 Book ............................ $16.95

Good and Evil  
Kids’ Coloring Books

Fun for kids of all ages! Sold separately or as a set.

3775-01 Coloring Book 1 ............................ $2.00 
3775-02 Coloring Book 2 ............................ $2.00 
3775-03 Coloring Book 3 ............................ $2.00 
3775-04 Coloring Book 4 ............................ $2.00 
 25+ copies (25% OFF) ............ $1.50 ea. 
3775-05 4-Book Set (25% OFF) ...........$6.00
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Becoming  
Tempered Steel
As a young teenager Joshua 
Steele dedicated his life to 
serving God and has followed 
his calling with the force of 
tempered steel. He came to 
Cane Creek and addressed 
the young men on the subject of moral purity and 
preparation to serve God. His messages come 
highly recommended by all who have heard them. 
135 min.

8325-55 1 DVD .............................$12.95

Testimony of 
Darlene Rose
Hear the missionary story 
of Darlene Rose. Rebekah 
Pearl listened to these 
tapes when she was young. 
She says they helped mold 
her life toward missions. 

8605-55 1 MP3 CD .......................$12.95

When Children Die
Do children who die prior 
to reaching accountability 
go to heaven? What about 
stillborn babies, miscarried 
fetuses, or the two-year-old 
child who died? You will be 
thrilled with what God has 
in store for your departed child.

9550-45 1 Audio CD ....................... $6.95

Child Training 101
If you want to introduce child-
training principles to a friend, 
this is the one DVD to give 
them. It takes the viewer back 
to the basics of child training. 
Taught by Michael Pearl. 
Includes a 25-minute Q&A!

2007-75 1 DVD .............................$12.95

Making Herbs 
Simple, Vol. 1
Join Shoshanna and friends 
as they teach you how to 
identify and use herbs growing 
in your own backyard! Make 
poultices, tinctures, herbal 
hair treatments, and much 
more. Includes a companion guidebook. 78 min.

5700-75 1 DVD .............................$24.95

The Balanced 
Patriarch
When do children cease to 
be under parental authority? 
Michael Pearl goes to the 
Bible and tells you what God 
has to say. 60 min.

1407-75 1 DVD .............................$12.95

FAMILY DVDs

Only Men
Michael Pearl speaks 
directly and frankly to men 
about their responsibilities 
as husbands. 

6650-45 1 Audio CD ....................... $6.95 
6650-12 Spanish Audio CD ..........................$6.95

Starting Over
The basic message:  
“Okay, I know I’ve messed 
up in child training;  
now what do I do?” 

8338-45 1 Audio CD ....................... $6.95

Science of 
Addiction and  
the Brain
Addiction is the state of being 
enslaved to a substance or 
habit. At the 2014 Smoky 
Mountains Shindig, Michael 
delivered five packed messages supported by 185 
animated PowerPointTM slides on this subject. 

8190-75 1 DVD .............................$12.95
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Making Herbs 
Simple, Vol. 2
A hands-on DVD about herbs. 
Shoshanna will take you into 
the wild, teach you to identify 
herbs, explain what they can 
be used for, and how to make 
a remedy out of them. Learn 
how truly simple it is to use herbs. 75 min.

5710-75 1 DVD .............................$24.95

Homesteading for Beginners 1–4
Journey with this family as they share some 
basic homesteading skills. Teaches you basics 
like gardening, raising and butchering chickens, 
cutting firewood, baking bread, making cheese, 
making maple syrup, soda bread, vinegar, yogurt, 
and a variety of other homesteading skills. 
Excellent step-by-step instructions for the novice 
homesteader.

4126-75 Part 1 DVD (110 min.) ........ $19.95 
4128-75 Part 2 DVD (149 min.) ........ $19.95 
4129-75 Part 3 DVD (120 min.) ........ $19.95 
4131-75 Part 4 6-DVD Set (8+ hrs.) ..$39.95

Knife & Tomahawk 
Throwing for Fun
In this fun-to-watch DVD, 
renowned knife thrower 
Michael Pearl teaches the 
basics of knife throwing. 
Learn how to choose the 
right knife, find the correct 
standing distance, and easily solve common knife 
throwing problems. 60 min.

5300-75 1 DVD .............................$12.95

Marriage God’s Way 
Husbands and Wives
Husbands, learn how to 
sanctify your wife and cleanse 
her of spots, wrinkles, and 
blemishes. You have the 
power to bring your wife into 
the fullness of all that God 
intended her to be. Wives, learn the freedom of 
honoring and ministering to your man. Help him 
become all that God intended him to be. 184 min.

4140-75 2-DVD Set ....................... $19.95

Teaching 
Responsibility
In this seminar, Michael Pearl 
uses humorous stories and 
practical examples to illustrate 
the simple process of training 
your children to work without 
complaint. Cut into his 
speaking presentation are hundreds of video clips 
and photos that help illustrate his message. Debi 
says, “The introduction is just too fun to miss!” 
119 min.

8500-00 2-DVD Set ....................... $19.95

The Joy of Training
Michael and Debi Pearl tell 
how they successfully trained 
up their five children with love, 
humor, the rod, and a King 
James Bible. This set contains 
hundreds of snapshots and 
video clips of family and 
children, illustrating the things being taught.  
180 min.

4910-75 2-DVD Set .......................$24.95

Movers & Shakers
Michael encourages 
parents to train their 
children to be tomorrow’s 
movers and shakers. Teach 
them to become leaders, 
entrepreneurs, statesmen—
framers of tomorrow. 50 min.

6113-75 1 DVD .............................$12.95
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BIBLE TEACHING AUDIO MP3s/CDs

Verse-by-Verse Audio Teaching
Michael Pearl teaches in-depth through the  
New Testament, examining each word and  
its usage. Practical and foundational Bible 

teaching that will build your faith in the  
Word of God and teach you to study on your own.

Bible Topics MP3s/CDs
Various topical studies taught by Michael Pearl 
from the King James Bible, of interest to new 
Christians as well as Bible scholars. This is 

some great in-depth material to grow the faith of 
believers! They also make great gifts.

6020-55 Matthew (1 MP3 CD) .........$12.95 
5950-55 Mark (1 MP3 CD) ...............$12.95 
5640-55 Luke (1 MP3 CD) ................$12.95 
4610-55 John (1 MP3 CD) ................$12.95 
1200-55 Acts (1 MP3 CD) .................$12.95 
8140-55 Romans (1 MP3 CD) ..........$12.95 
2060-55 1 Corinthians & Colossians  
 (1 MP3 CD) .........................$12.95 
2061-55 2 Corinthians  
 (1 MP3 CD) .........................$12.95 
3410-55 Galatians (1 MP3 CD) ........$12.95 
2930-55 Ephesians (1 MP3 CD) ......$12.95 
8440-55 1 & 2 Thessalonians  
 (1 MP3 CD) .........................$12.95 
3800-55 Hebrews (1 MP3 CD) .........$12.95 
4605-55 James (1 MP3 CD) .............$12.95 
7010-55 1 & 2 Peter (1 MP3 CD) .....$12.95 
4655-55 1, 2, 3 John & Jude  
 (1 MP3 CD) .........................$12.95

8700-45 Two Steps to Heaven  
 (1 Audio CD) ......................... $6.95 
3012-55 50 Sins (1 MP3 CD) ...........$12.95 
1010-45 A-B-C-Bible Verse Songs  
 (1 Audio CD) ......................... $6.95 
1310-55 Am I Saved? (1 MP3 CD) ...$12.95 
1435-55 Body, Soul & Spirit  
 (1 MP3 CD) .........................$12.95 
1450-45 Born Sinners, or Made Sinners?  
 (1 Audio CD) ......................... $6.95 
2005-45 Cherubim (1 Audio CD) ........ $6.95 
3787-55 Gospel to the Amish  
 (1 MP3 CD) .........................$12.95 
7690-45 Prodigal Son (1 Audio CD) ... $6.95 
8134-45 The Rich Man and Lazarus  
 (1 Audio CD) ......................... $6.95 
8135-55 Righteousness  
 (1 MP3 CD) .........................$12.95 
8315-55 Sin No More & Sanctification  
 (1 MP3 CD) .........................$12.95 
8330-55 Sinful Nature (1 MP3 CD) ..$12.95 
8333-45 Sowing and Reaping  
 (1 Audio CD) ......................... $6.95 
9650-55 Witnesses Unto Me  
 (1 MP3 CD) .........................$12.95

BIBLE TOPICS
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50 Questions  
& 50 Answers
Unscripted and spontaneous, 
follow Mike around the farm 
as he answers your Bible 
questions. Varied questions 
and answers in a changing 
context makes this series 
captivating. 270 min.

3000-75 1 DVD .............................$12.95

By Divine Design
If you are philosophically 
minded, this book will appeal to 
you. It addresses the question, 
“Why, God, did you let this 
happen?” By Michael Pearl.  
85 pages.

2330-10 1 Book ...............................$7.95 
 8–23 copies (25% OFF) ......... $5.97 ea. 
 24+ copies (40% OFF) ............ $4.77 ea. 
2330-55 Audio book (MP3 CD) ................. $12.95 

Eight Kingdoms
Understand the Bible by 
discovering the differences 
between the kingdom of 
God and the kingdom of 
Heaven. By Michael Pearl. 
200 pages.

8328-10 1 Book ............................$12.95 
8328-99 Box of 34 (40% OFF) ................$265.00

Good and Evil Comic Books
Several chapters from our popular book Good and 
Evil have been printed as individual comic books. 
Kids will beg you for the next chapter. 6 × 10 in.  
28 pages each, soft cover, full color.

3761-01 English Part 1 ................................ $2.99 
3762-02 English Part 2 ................................ $2.99 
3763-03 English Part 3 ................................ $2.99 
 25+ copies (33% OFF) ........... $2.00 ea. 
3767-15 English 3-Pack (33% OFF) ...$5.99 
3761-12 Spanish Part 1 .............................. $2.99 
3762-12 Spanish Part 2 .............................. $2.99 
3763-12 Spanish Part 3 .............................. $2.99 
3764-12 Spanish Part 4 .............................. $2.99 
3765-12 Spanish Part 5 .............................. $2.99 
 25+ copies (33% OFF) ........... $2.00 ea. 
3765-15 Spanish 5-Pack (33% OFF) .$9.99

BIBLE TOPICS DVDs & BOOKS

Good and Evil
An award-winning graphic novel, now also an 
engaging animated series, depicting the Bible 
stories from Genesis to Revelation, written by 
Michael Pearl and featuring spectacular full-color 
artwork by former Marvel Comic artist Danny 
Bulanadi. Many more languages available in black-
and-white through Print-on-Demand. 320 pages.

3760-10 1 Book (color) ...................$24.95 
3760-99 Box of 26 (40% OFF) ................$389.22 
3760-55 Audio Book (MP3 CD) .......$12.95 
3782-75 The Animated Series   
 3-DVD Set (7+ hrs.) .............. $29.95 
3760-12 Spanish book (color)................... $24.95 
3760-92 Box of 26 (40% OFF) ................$389.22 
3752-10 Chinese book (color)................... $24.95 
3752-99 Box of 26 (40% OFF) ................$389.22 
3751-10 Russian book (color) ................... $24.95

The Prophecy of 
Magog and Israel 
Ezekiel 38–39
Is the U.S. in prophecy? 
Conditions are rapidly 
aligning with Ezekiel’s 
2,700-year-old prophecy. 
Fulfillment seems imminent. 
This little book reveals the 
identity of Magog and the 
invading forces. By Michael Pearl. 64 pages.

2940-10 1 Book ...............................$7.95 
 8–23 copies (25% OFF) ......... $5.97 ea. 
 24+ copies (40% OFF) ............ $4.77 ea. 
2940-99 Box of 118 (40% OFF) ..............$562.86 
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Revelation 
Poster/Handbook
Print of Mike’s original 
painting showing the 
events of Revelation 
in chronological order. 
The accompanying 
handbook is filled with Old 
Testament references and commentary.  
Poster is 40 × 19 in. on heavy, glossy paper.

8130-10 Poster & Handbook .......$12.95

2940-10 The Prophecy of Magog and 
 Israel: Ezekiel 38-39 
 (64 pages) ............................$7.95
8140-10 Romans ch. 1-8 
 Commentary (222 pages) .. $8.95
8375-10 SwordSearcher Software 
 (PC-only CD) ...................$34.95

7810-10 Rebekah’s Diary (106 pgs) .$7.95 
 8-23 copies (25% OFF) .......... $5.97 ea. 
 24+ copies (40% OFF) ............ $4.77 ea.

8606-10 The Time When  
 There Was No Bible  
 Dr. Samuel Gipp (30 pages) ..... $6.95
4520-10 In Awe of Thy Word (hardback)  
 Dr. Gail Riplinger (1200 pgs) .$49.95
1318-10 The Answer Book 
 Dr. Samuel Gipp (165 pages) ... $6.95
9600-10 Why the King James Bible 
 is the Perfect Word of God 
 Gary Miller (48 pages) ............ $3.99
5200-10 King James, His Bible,  
 & Its Translators  
 Lawrence M. Vance (172 pages) $8.95
4050-10 The Hidden History of  
 the English Scriptures  
 Dr. Gail Riplinger (70 pages) .....$7.95
6610-00 The Other Side of Calvinism  
 Lawrence M. Vance (788 pgs) $29.95
6700-10 The Panorama Bible Study, 
 No. 1: “The Plan of the Ages” 
 Alfred Thompson Eade .........$24.95
4010-10 Harry & Eddie  
 Beverly Joan Boulware (48 pgs) $7.99
4450-10 KJV Illustrated Family Bible  
 José Pérez Montero (1728 pgs) $49.95

4650-10 1 John 1:9 the Protestant 
 Confessional (23 pages) .... $1.50 
 25+ copies (33% OFF) ........... $1.00 ea.

1410-10 Baptism in Jesus’ Name  
 (17 pages) ............................ $1.50 
 25+ copies (33% OFF) ........... $1.00 ea.

1420-10 To Betroth or Not to 
 Betroth (28 pages) .............. $1.50 
 25+ copies (33% OFF) ........... $1.00 ea.

3425-10 The Gap Fact (30 pages) .... $1.50 
 25+ copies (33% OFF) ........... $1.00 ea.

4530-10 In Defense of Biblical  
 Chastisement (29 pages)... $1.50 
 25+ copies (33% OFF) ........... $1.00 ea.

4960-10 Justification and the Book  
 of James (26 pages) ...............$1.50 
 25+ copies (33% OFF) ........... $1.00 ea.

5600-10 Learning from the Atheists  
 (32 pages) ...................................$1.50 
 25+ copies (33% OFF) ........... $1.00 ea.

7030-10 Pornography: Road to 
 Hell (12 pages) .................... $1.50 
7030-12 Spanish booklet ............................ $1.50 
 25+ copies (33% OFF) ........... $1.00 ea.

8120-10 Repentance (44 pages) ...... $4.50

Books by Other Authors

Other Books by the Pearls

Additional Bible Resources

Visit our website for a  
complete list of products:
http://nogreaterjoy.org/shop

No Greater Joy is a bimonthly publication by No Greater Joy 
Ministries, Inc., a non-profit organization dedicated to the advance-
ment of the gospel of Jesus Christ in America and in those countries 
where Christ is least known. A free subscription is available by 
writing to the address below or by visiting our website. Your ques-
tions and comments are welcomed. Please send them to the address 
below. All correspondence to No Greater Joy becomes the property 
of No Greater Joy and is available for publication unless the writer 
expressly requests that it not be published.

This material is copyrighted by Michael and Debi Pearl. 
Permission for the reprint of single articles is granted based on the 
following conditions:

1. The article must be printed in its entirety.
2. No more than one article per publication.
3.  Complete recognition must be given as to the source.
4.  Every reprint must include sufficient information for the reader 

to subscribe to No Greater Joy.
5.  No copyright privileges are conveyed by reprinting any portion 

NO GREATER JOY MINISTRIES, INC. 
1000 Pearl Road • Pleasantville, TN 37033 
www.nogreaterjoy.org

of this publication.
6.  This license to reprint may be revoked from anyone abusing 

this privilege to reprint.
7.  This license is in force until the printing of a public state-

ment otherwise.
All Scripture taken from the Authorized Version (King James) 

Holy Bible.
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Offers valid thru 6/30/2016. Discounts, specials, and coupons cannot be combined.
Shop online at http://nogreaterjoy.org/shop or call toll-free 866-292-9936

May-June 2016 Specials

For Girls  [Item 3792-05]
Preparing to Be a Help Meet 
and Rebekah's Diary 
Reg. 27.90 | Now $13.95

2016 Graduate Special

For Guys  [Item 3793-05]
In Search of a Help Meet and  
Becoming Tempered Steel DVD 
Reg. 27.70 | Now $13.95

Check out the sales for 
Moms and Dads on page 17!

Save Over 
50%


